Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


Q gq - 
Watts, Clara, aka Willie Clara, 1893-94, 1896 bbe ia Wile 


Orange Grove School 

T7 R5, Jackson Co Enum 

Par/guar: J. C. Watts, aka Joe, Josiah 4-3-0 ( 

Age 6 wf, Orange Grove Enum, Jun 1893 

Age 6 wf, attended Orange G., May-Sept 1893 

Age 7 wf, Orange Grove Enum, Jun 1894 

Age 9 wf, Jackson Co Enum, Jun 1896 
Watts, J. C., aka Josiah Carter Watts, Jun 1896 

T7 R5 Jackson Co Enum 

White, par/guar of: 

Johnnie Watts, 12 wm 

Clara Watts, 9 wf 

Sallie Watts, 7 wf 

Joseph Watts, 5 wm 
Watts, Jessie, 1892-93 

Scranton Public Schoo! 

Age 9 wm, attended Scranton, Nov 92-Mar 93 
Watts, John, oka Johnnie, 1893-94, 1896 

Orange Grove Schoo! 

T7 R5, Jackson Co Enum 

Par/guar: J. C. Watts, aka Joe, Josiah 

Age 9wm, Orange Grove Enum, Jun 1893 

Age 9 wm, attended Orange G., May-Sept 1893 

Age 10 wm, Orange Grove Enum, Jun 1894 

Age 10 wm, attended summer 1894 

Perfect Attendance, 80 days! 

Age 12 wm Jackson Co Enum, Jun 1896 
Watts, Joseph, 1896 

T7 R5, Jackson Co Enum 

Par/guar: J. C. Watts, aka Joe, Josiah 

Age 5 wm, Jackson Co Enum, Jun 1896 
Watts, Lois, 1892-94 

Scranton Public School 

Age 15 wf, attended Scranton Nov 92-Feb 93 

Age 16 wf, attended Scranton Nov 93-Feb 94 
Watts, Rosa, 1892-94 

Scranton Public School 

Age 12 wf, attended Scranton Nov 92-Feb 93 

Age 13 wf, attended Scranton Nov 93-Feb 94 
Watts, Sallie, 1893-94, 1896 

Orange Grove School 

T7 R5, Jackson Co Enum 

Par/guar: J. C. Watts, aka Joe, Josiah 

Age 5 wf, Orange Grove Enum, Jun 1894 

Age 7 wf, Jackson Co Enum, Jun 1896 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: Archie C. Watts 


Born: November 26, 1853 Place: Alabama Event 3: 
Married: ABOUT 1897 Place: Event 4: 
Died: ABOUT 1930 Place: Bayou La Batre, Mobile Co AL Event 5: 
Event 1: ABOUT 1930 Place: Odd Fellows Cem, Mobile Co AL Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: John Robert Watts 
Mother: "Betsy" Elizabeth Thornton Asbury 
Other Spouses: 


Wife: Carrie I. Watts 


a 

Born: August 10, 1874 Place: Event 3: 

Died: November 21, 1956 Place: Bayou La Batre, Mobile Co AL Event 4: 

Event 1: November 22, 1956 Place: Odd Fellows Cem, Mobile Co AL Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Spouse: 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: James Culpepper 


Born: September 24, 1824 Place: Event 3: 
Narried: Place: Alabama Event 4: 
Died: June 10, 1890 Place: Sumter Co, Alabama Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 


Other Spouses: 


Wife: Mary A. J. Watts 


Born: April 25, 1839 Place: Alabana Event 3: 
Died: December 7, 1928 Place: Sumter Co, Alabama Event 4: 
Event 1: August 1854 Place: Baptized Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: John Robert Watts 
Mother: "Betsy" Elizabeth Thornton Asbury 
Other Spouses: 


Sex Children List each child (living or dead} 


M/F in order of birth 
1. Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3. Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

4. Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

6301 Country Lane 

Pascagoula, MS 39581 Phone: 601-588-6520 
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January 20, 1997 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: John Thomas Watts 


Born: August 22, 1841 Place: Alabama Event 3: 
Married: Place: Never Married Event 4: 
Died: October 12, 1864 Place: Battle Resona, GA, CSA Event 5: 
Event 1: September 1857 Place: Baptized Event 6: 
Event 2: 1863 Place: ist Lt AL 36th Co E Capt Gelisppa, CSA 

Father: John Robert Watts 

Mother: "Betsy" Elizabeth Thornton Asbury 

Other Spouses: 

Wife: 

Born: Place: Event 3: 
Died: Place: Event 4: 
Event L: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 


Other Spouses: 


Sex Children 
M/F 


List each child (living or dead) 
in order of birth 


1. Name: 

— Born: 
Married: 
Died: 

2. Name: 


Place: 
Place: 
Place: 


Spouse: 
Event 3: 
Event 4: 
Event 5: 
Spouse : 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


nn 


Husband: Richard James Watts 


Born: March 30, 1844 Place: Alabama Event 3: 
Narried: Place: Never Narried Event 4: 
Died: May 23, 1862 Place: Battle, Corinth, HS, CSA Event 5: 
Event 1: 1862 Place: AL 36th Reg CoC, Capt. C, P. Porter CSA Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: John Robert Watts 
Mother: “Betsy” Elizabeth Thornton Asbury 
Other Spouses: 


Born: Place: Event 3: 
Died: Place: Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 
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January 20, 1997 


Husband: Tandy Key Watts 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Born: July 17, 1846 Place: Alabama Event 3: 

Married: Place: Event 4: 

Died: December 12, 1885 Place: Meridian, Lauderdale Co HS Event 5: 

Event 1: 1860 Place: Baptized in October Event 6: 

Event 2: 1863 Place: CSA, Calvaryman 

Father: John Robert Watts 

Mother: “Betsy” Elizabeth Thornton Asbury 

Other Spouses: 

Wife: 

Born: Place: Event 3: 

Died: Place: Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Spouse: 

——~ Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Spouse: 
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January 20, 1997 


Pascagoula Public Library 


Genealogy & Local History Dept. 


Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: Vincent Thornton Watts 


Born: October 10, 1848 Place: Alabama Event 3: 
Married: Place: Never Married Event 4: 
Died: March 25, 1865 Place: Bentonville, NC Battle, CSA Event 5: 
Event 1: 1864 Place: AL 41st Reg, Capt Brunson, CSA Event 6: 
Event 2: March 18, 1865 Place: Wounded Bentonville, NC, CSA 

Father: John Robert Watts 

Mother: “Betsy” Elizabeth Thornton Asbury 

Other Spouses: 

Wife: 

Born: Place: Event 3: 
Died: Place: Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event §: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: 
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Pascagoula Public Library 


Genealogy & Local History Dept. 


Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


dusband: 
Jorn: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Never Married Event 4: 
died: Place: Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 
Father: 
fother: 
ther Spouses: 
dife: Martha Elizabeth Watts 

ae | 
orn: March 23, 1851 Place: Alabama Event 3: 
died: February 18, 1931 Place: Cuba, Sumter Co, AL Event 4: 
‘vent 1: Place: Event 5: 
“vent 2: Place: 


father: John Robert Watts 
fother: ‘“Betsy* Elizabeth Thornton Asbury 
ther Spouses: 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


Jesse A. Watts 


Democrat-Star Newspaper, Scranton, Miss., Jan 13, 1893 
DEATH OF J. A. WATTS 


Mr. J. A. WATTS, of Rosser, Ala., who came here some months ago on a 
visit to his daughter, Mrs. W. J. BRUNSON, in the hope of regaining his 
failing health, died last Sunday, the 7th inst., at 1 o'clock, p.m. 
having been confined to his bed some two months. 

Mr. WATTS was and old and popular citizen of Sumter county, Ala., 
was Justice of the Peace, and land agent for the M & O railroad for many 
years, and at the same time a successful farmer. He was a candidate for 
Assessor of his county last spring, and although physically unable to 
convass the county, was only beaten by a few votes by another very 
popular candidate. 

He leaves an interesting family, consisting of four girls and one 
boy, Mrs. BRUNSON being the eldest, all of whom were with him, and who 
are conforted by the reflection that their father, being sustained by a 
Christian's faith, passed from life unto death without fear and without a 
struggle. We tender them our sympathy in their hour of grief. 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: Jesse A. Watts 


Born: May 12, 1837 Place: Greene Co Georgia Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: January 7, 1893 Place: Scranton, Jackson Co NS Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: John Robert Watts 
Mother: "Betsy" Elizabeth Thornton Asbury 
Other Spouses: 


Wife: | Mary H. Culpepper 


Born: Place: Event 3: 

Died: Place: Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Sex Children List each child (Living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Eunice Watts Spouse: W. J. Brunson 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 

F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Daughter Watts Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 

F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3, Name: Daughter Watts Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 

F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

4. Name: Daughter Watts Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 

F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

6301 Country Lane 

Pascagoula, MS 39581 Phone: 601-588-6520 
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January 20, 1997 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: Jesse A. Watts Yr of Birth: 1837 ea 
Wife: Mary H. Culpepper Yr of Birth: 
Sex Children (continued) 
5. Name: Son Watts Spouse: 
—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
N= Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
6. Name: Spouse: 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: William H. Watts 


Born: August 17, 1835 Place: Greene Co Georgia Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: July 14, 1918 Place: Sumter Co Alabama Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: John Robert Watts 
Mother: "Betsy" Elizabeth Thornton Asbury 
Other Spouses: 


Wife:  Kizzie/Clementine 


Born: May 28, 1838 Place: Event 3: 

Died: December 22, 1926 Place: Sumter Co Alabama Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Eva Watts “Spouse: 
——~ Born: Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
2. Name: Lucy Watts Spouse: 
—~ Born: Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
3, Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

4. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Narried: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

6301 Country Lane 

Pascagoula, HS 39581 Phone: 601-588-6520 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


John Robert Watts 


1850 Sumter Co Alabama Census, Woods District 


#1290-1319 JOHN R. WATTS 39 Merchant hb. GA 
ELIZABETH WATTS 33 Wife b. GA 
WILLIAM WATTS 15 Son b. GA 
JESSE WATTS 14 Son b. GA 
MARY J. WATTS 11 Daughter b. AL 
JOHN S. WATTS 9 Son b. AL 
RICHARD WATTS 7 Son b. AL 
TANDY K. WATTS 4 Son b. AL 
VINCENT WATTS 2 Son b. AL 
DAVID GILLIS 30 Merchant b. NC 

#1290-1320 REUBEN P. VAIL 35 Physician b. NC 
SARAH VAIL 24 Wife b. AL 
FRANCES VAIL 3 Daughter b. AL 
JOHN VAIL 1 Son b. AL 

1860 Sumter Co, Alabama Census, Southern Dist, Sydenham Post Office 
June 12, 1860 

#208 J. R. WATTS 49 Merchant b. GA 
E. T. WATTS 35 (45) Wife b. GA 
J. A. WATTS 23 Son Overseer b. GA 
J. T. WATTS 19 Son Farm Laborer’ b. AL 
R. T. WATTS 15 Son Farm Laborer b. AL 
T. K. WATTS 13 Son b. AL 
Vv. J. WATTS 11 Son b. AL 
M. E. WATTS 9 Daughter b. AL 
A. C. WATTS 7 Son b. AL 
R. P. WATTS 5 Son b. AL 
B.(BABY?) WATTS 5/12 mo Son (Josiah Carter Watts) b. AL 


Zion Baptist Church Cemetery, Sumter Co, Alabama 


JOHN R. WATTS ELIZABETH ASBURY WATTS 
Masonic Stone August 9, 1815 

June 30, 1810 April 29, 1905 

June 1, 1883 


Their oldest son, William and his wife: 


W. H. WATTS "Father" M. H. C. WATTS 

August 17, 1835 May 28, 1838 

July 14, 1918 December 22, 1926 
1 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


Thomas Watts 


Watts Genealogy by Dr. Lois Norman no date.. 
RICHARD WATTS, Sr. was said to have been born c. 1740. 


We do not know WHO RICHARD'S PARENTS WERE but ... 
it has been said by some of his descendents that his 
FATHER WAS JOHN WATTS, who died in Lunenburg Co Virginia in 1756. 


Evidence is fairly conclusive that he was 
the BROTHER OF THOMAS WATTS of Lumenburg and Bedford Co Virginia 
and Wilkes Co Georgia. 


RICHARD WATTS, SR. married ELIZABETH TOWNSEND of Virginia or 
in Virginia c. 1763. She was said to be the 

DAUGHTER OF JOHN TOWNSEND of Virginia and the 

GRANDDAUGHTER of JAMES TOWNSEND of England and Virginia. 


RICHARD WATTS, SR. and ELIZABETH TOWNSEND lived in Amelia Co, 
Virginia, Bedford Co, Virginia and Wilkes Co, Georgia. 


RICHARD WATTS was said to be of WELSH DESCENT. 


RICHARD WATTS migrated to Georgia about 1783, 
the year of HIS HEADRIGHT GRANT in WILKES CO. 


*RICHARD WATTS, SR. was on the Tithes of Lunenburg Co, Virginia 
in 1751, but he did not pay a tithe. 


THOMAS WATTS was on the list in 1750 and 1751 and paid one tithe. 


In 1752 EDWARD WATTS paid 5 tithes himself and four others.... 
EDWARD WATTS, JR.; WILLIAM WATTS; GEORGE WATTS; JOHN WATTS. 


In Nashville, Tenn. Library Archives Dept., I found a very small 
book published by descendents of RICHARD WATTS. It was 
practically the same as reported. It did give a little more 
information on children. I take the liberty of adding it here. 


BENJAMIN WATTS, born 05 Oct 1764, m. ELIZABETH KEY, daughter of 
JOHN and AGNES WITT KEY. BENJAMIN moved to Washington Co., 
Illinois, December 3, 1840, reporting to have died in 
Washington Co., Illinois. 


SUSANNA WATTS, married ....EVANS? 
RHODA WATTS, married ASA D. STARR 
JOHN WATTS' daughter married De. LANCY ... DeLANCY? 


*Ref: "The KEYS OF UPPER GEORGIA" by Marcus M. Key and 


Loula McBride McDonald, Georgia Genealogical Quarterly, 
Vol. 6, 1970." 
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January 20, 1997 


Husband: William Hicks/Hix Watts 


Wife: 


Patsey Roberts 


Sex Children (continued) 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Yr of Birth: 1777 


Yr of Birth: 1783 


5. Name: Tandy Key Watts Spouse: Martha 

— Born: April 29, 1814 Place: Greene Co Georgia Event 3: 

NM Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

6. Name: Martha Jane Watts Spouse: 

—~ Born: January 23, 1820 Place: Event 3: 

F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

7, Name: Mary Susan Watts Spouse: 

—— Born: March 17, 1822 Place: Greene Co Georgia Event 3: 

fF Narried: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

8, Name: Willian Thomas Watts Spouse! Nancy Margaret Willians 

— Born: December 18, 1823 Place: Greene Co Georgia Event 3: 

NM Married: September 16, 1845 Place: Event 4: 
Died: April 24, 1877 Place: Event §: 

9. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Narried: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

10. Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: Harrison Hix Watts 


Born:  Oecember 9, 1804 Place: Greene Co Georgia Event 3: 
Married: December 14, 1824 Place: Greene Co Georgia Event 4: 
Died: April 16, 1872 Place: Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: William Hicks/Hix Watts 
Mother: Patsey Roberts 
Other Spouses: Jane Forrester 


Wife: | Mary Jane Daniel 


Born: December 9, 1805 Place: Event 3: 

Died: May 5, 1833 Place: Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: _ Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Narried: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

4, Name: Spouse: 

—- Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

5301 Country Lane 

Sascagoula, HS 39581 Phone: 601-588-6520 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: William Hicks/Hix Watts 
SE EP Sarees 


Born: November 28, 1777 Place: Virginia Event 3: 
Married: February 19, 1804 Place: Wilkes Co Georgia Event 4: 
Died: July 17, 1833 Place: Greene Co Georgia Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Fought in War of 1812 Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: Richard Henry? Watts, Sr.? 
Mother: Elizabeth Townsend 
Other Spouses: Mary Roberson 


Wife:  Patsey Roberts 
Dee SS as eek 


Born: November 1, 1783 Place: Georgia Event 3: 
Died: May 26, 1828 Place: Greene Co Georgia Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 


Other Spouses: 


Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 
M/F in order of birth 


1. Name: Harrison Hix Watts ist spouse: Mary Jane Daniel 
—— Born: December 9, 1804 Place: Greene Co Georgia Event 3: 
M Married: December 14, 1824 Place: Greene Co Georgia Event 4: 
Died: April 16, 1872 Place: Event 5: 
2. Name: "Betsy" Elizabeth P. Watts Spouse: Jesse Brooks 
— Born: September 17, 1806 Place: Greene Co Georgia Event 3: 
F Married: March 15, 1823 Place: Georgia Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: | 
3. Name: "Sally" Sarah Watts Spouse: Daniel Ely 
—— Born: September 16, 1808 Place: Georgia Event 3: 
F Married: Place: : Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
o Name: John Robert Watts Spouse: “Betsy” Elizabeth Thornton Asbury 
Born: June 30, 1810 Place: Greene Co Georgia Event 3: 
NM Married: October 3, 1838 Place: Greene Co Georgia Event 4: 
Died: June 1, 1883 Place: York, Sumter Co Alabama Event 5: 
Prepared by: 


Else Martin 
6301 Country Lane 
Pascagoula, MS 39581 Phone: 601-588-6520 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: Richard Henry? Watts, Sr.? Yy of Birth: 1740 


Wife: Elizabeth Townsend Yr of Birth: 1745 


Sex Children (continued) 


5. Name: Susanna Watts Spouse: Thomas Stark 
— Born: Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
6. Name: Nancy S$. Watts Spouse: a 
—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
7. Name: Elizabeth "Betsy" Watts Spouse : 
— Born: Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 


Died: Place: Event 5: 


8. Name: John Watts Spouse: 

——- Born: ABOUT 1762 Place: Bedford Co, Virginia Event 3: 

M Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

9. Nae: Benjamin Watts Spouse: Elizabeth Tandy Key 

-~ Born: October 5, 1764 Place: Cumberland Co Virginia Event 3: 

M Married: November 17, 1784 Place: Bedford Co, Virginia Event 4: 
Died: March 7, 1840 Place: Nashville, Washington Co IL Event 5: 

10. Name: Judith 8. Watts Spouse: Joseph Key 

— Born: ABOUT 1766 Place: Virginia Event 3: 

F Married: January 29, 1784 Place: Bedford Co Virginia Event 4: 
Died: ABOUT 1829 Place: Greene/Jasper? Co Georgia Event 5: 


Name:  Williag Hicks/Hix Watts ist spouse: Patsey Roberts 
Born: November 28, 1777 Place: Virginia Event 3: 


M Married: February 19, 1804 Place: Wilkes Co Georgia Event 4: 
Died: July 17, 1833 Place: Greene Co Georgia Event 5: 

12. Name: Spouse : 

~~ Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: Richard Henry? Watts, Sr.? 
remarriage rao LT PT TS. 


Born: ABOUT 1740 Place: Maryland or Virginia Event 3: 
Married: ABOUT 1763 Place: Amelia Co, Virginia Event 4: 
Died: December 20, 1796 Place: Virginiaks Event 5: 
Event 1: May 5, 1817 Place: s#Most likely death date Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: John Watts 

Mother: 


Other Spouses: 


Wife: Elizabeth Townsend 
EAI CS SR 


Born: ABOUT 1745 Place: Georgia Event 3: 
Died: ABOUT 1845 Place: Greene Co Georgia Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 
Father: John Townsend 
Mother: 
Other Spouses: 
Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 
M/F in order of birth 
1. Name: Richard Henry Watts, Jr. Spouse: Mary Irby 
— Born: Place: Event 3: 
NM Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: 1817 Place: Event 5: 
2. Name: Rhoda Watts Spouse: Asa D. Starr 
— Born: Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
3. Name: Orsons Watts Spouse: 
—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
M Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
4, Name: Thomas Watts Spouse: 
—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
M Narried: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

6301 Country Lane 

Pascagoula, MS 39581 Phone: 601-588-6520 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: Reuben Vail Watts 


Born: August 9, 1856 Place: Rosser, Sumter Co AL Event 3: 
Married: October 6, 1889 Place: Lufkin, Angelina Co, Texas Event 4: 
Died: Place: Lufkin, Angelina Co TX Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: John Robert Watts 
Mother: "Betsy" Elizabeth Thornton Asbury 
Other Spouses: 


Wife: Beulah Duncan 


Born: Place: Texas Event 3: 

Died: Place: Lufkin, Angelina Co TX Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: Wiley Duncan 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

W/E in order of birth 

1, Name: John Duncan Watts Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 

Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Della Watts Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 

F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
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Reuben Vail Watts 


Pascagoula Public Library 


Genealogy & Local History Dept. 


Watts Family File #2 


REUBEN VAIL WATTS, born 09 August 1856, Sumter Co AL 


Sumter Co AL 1850 Census, Woods District 


#1290-1319 JOHN R. WATTS age 39, 
Elizabeth WATTS age 33, 
William WATTS age 15, 
Jesse WATTS age 14, 
Mary J. WATTS age ll, 
John S. WATTS age 9, 
Richard WATTS age 7, 
Tandy K. WATTS age 4, 
Vincent WATTS age 2, 
David GILLIS age 30, 


Note of interest, most likely 
1850 Sumter Co Alabama Census 


#1290-1320 REUBEN P. VAIL age 35, 
Sarah VAIL age 24, 
Frances VAIL age 3, 
John VAIL age l, 


Texas and Texans 


Page 2414, 2415, 2416, including photo of Sheriff Reuben V. Watts 


HALF OF ARTICLE IS MISSING! 


REUBEN V. WATTS 
and has won his dist 
actual achievement 
law. His administrat 
record in the annals 
criminals have learned 
their nefarious occu 
officer, in stature ab 
firmly built, with a 
than one occasion 
that he is not an agi 
face is beardless, and 
glint that denotes the 
him to follow an o 
and the greatest co 
cleaned up the crimin 
made its felons settl 

Sheriff Watts has 
years. He was reared 
Mississippi, near the 
he was born August 
farm may have given 
stitution, but it secur 
his educational advan 


Merchant 
Wife 

Son 

Son 
Daughter 
Son 

Son 

Son 

Son 

Merchant 


his namesake: 
- adjoining household to the 
John R. Watts family is: 


Physician 
wife 
daughter 
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b, 
b 
b 


AL 
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Reuben Vail Watts (continued) 


JOHN R. WATTS, wh 
from Barber county, 
1810, received a colle 
chant at Rosser, and 
farm in 1883. He was 
religious connection w 
R. WATTS narrued ELI 
early date from Georgia 
JESSE ASBURY the latt 
at the outbreak of 
North brought his dar 
refugee. After the war 
left two sons and a 
subsequently died in 
while the daughter is 
Texas. MRS. ELIZABETH 
August 9, 1815, in Georgia 
Mississippi home. She 
ents of the following ch 
bama; JESSE, who died 
who was killed at the 
a Confederate soldier, in 
ment participated; RICH 
of Rebecca, Mississippi 
son, who was killed at 
wearing the uniform of 
was a confederate cav 
Mississippi, in 1886; A. 
Mississippi; Reuben V. 
resident of Laurel, Miss. 
JOHN R. WATTS was a 
his grandparents were 
ual people of Georgia. 
ASBURY were both soldie 
plantations were tilled 
the father of six childre 
REUBEN V. WATTS edu 
break of the Civil war 


ey 


ingly brought his prisoner back to the scene of his crime, where he 
secured bail and returned to his family. 

The record made by SHERIFF WATTS as an officer led to his candidacy 
for the appointment of United States Marshall of the Eastern District of 
Texas in 1913, and his petition to the President contained the 
endorsement of one hundred and twenty-seven of the Senators, all of the 
supreme judges of both courts of the state, and of numerous men of 
prominence in private life in Eastern Texas, yet the Texas United States 
senators made another recommendation for the place in the face of this 
formidable showing. MR. WATTS’ interest in politics has let him into the 
councils of the Democratic party at home, and as a delegate to the state 
convention that nominated Governor Ross. 
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Reuben Vail Watts (continued) 


On October 6, 1889, SHERIFF WATTS was untied in marriage in Lufkin, 
Texas, with MISS BEULAH DUNCAN, a daughter of MR. and MRS. WILEY DUNCAN. 
MR. DUNCAN was a native of Pontotoc county, Mississippi, while MRS. 
DUNCAN was born in Alabama, although she married her husband in 
Mississippi. MRS. WATTS was born in Texas. She and her husband have 


been the parents of two children: JOHN DUNCAN WATTS and MISS DELLA WATTS. 


MR. WATTS has been interested in fraternal matters, and is an Odd Fellow 
and an Elk and past district deputy grand chancellor of the Knights of 
Pythias and captain of Company S of the Uniformed Rank. 
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Benjamin Watts 


Pension Papers of BENJAMIN WATTS (Copied by 7?) 


BENJAMIN WATTS, applies, September 20, 1834, at Washington County, 
Illinois, as a resident of Nashville, aged seventy years old, lacking a 
few days. He stated he entered the service of the U. S. under Captain 
or Lieut. Nathan Rice at Prince Edward Court House, Virginia, 

October 15, 1787. He enlisted as a substitute for his father, 
RICHARD WATTS, from Prince Edward County, Virginia. He was 23 yrs old. 

He marched to Richmond, Virginia and was placed umder command of 
Captain Thos. Newel and Lt. Slaughter. He continued in the service for 
six months and in guarding stores in Richmond under Captain Bush, and 
he thinks, Major Hamilton. 

He states he was born in Cumberland County, Virginia, October 5th, 
1764. He was living in Franklin County, Virginia, when called into the 
service. He lived since the Rev. a part of the time in Georgia, but 
for nearly twenty years was a resident of Washington County, Illinois. 

His father was drafted into the service. 

BENJAMIN WATTS died March 7th, 1840. His wife ELIZABETH WATTS 
died Feb 10, 1843. 

Their living children on January 19, 1844 were: 

HAYDEN WATTS at Clinton Co., Illinois 

IVY WATTS at Washington Co., Illinois 

HULL WATTS at Washington Co., Illinois 

ELIZABETH FISHER of Texas. (wife of Rev. Orceneth Fisher) 

Moved to Texas before her mother's death. 


From Elizabeth's gggranddaughter Marjorie Marie Fisher Langford, 
Bandera, Texas 78003, 16 Nov 1976: 


ELIZABETH WATTS Born Dec 1, 1805 in Georgia, 
Died Nov 20, 1847 in Texas. 
Married: REV. ORCENETH FISHER (lst wife) 
Born Nov 15, 1803, Vermont 
Died Aug 28, 1880, Texas 
Son: ORCENETH ASBURY FISHER 
Born July 4, 1831, Washington Co., Illinois 
Died Dec 27, 1884, Utopia, Texas 
Married: MARY SUSAN SIMONS, Dec 4, 1861, Texas 
Born Jan 1, 1843, Texana, Republic of Texas 
Died Jun 17, 1912, Utopia, Texas 
Son: WILLIAM HARPER FISHER 
Born Apr 12, 1875, San Marcos, Texas 
Died Sep 17, 1943, Utopia, Texas 
Married: MATTIE/MARTHA ELIZABETH TAYLOR 
Married Jul 15, 1896, Bandera Co, Texas 
Born Jul 15, 1876 Bandera Co, Texas 
Died May 17, 1942, Utopia, Texas 
Son: STERLING FISHER 
Born Jun 24, 1897, Bandera Co., Texas 
Married GRACE BUCKNER, Oct 26, 1919, Sabinal, TX 
Born Mar 11, 1901, Bandera Co, TX 


1 
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Benjamin Watts (continued) 


Daughter: MARJORIE MARIE FISHER 
Born Mar 5, 1921, Tulare, California 
Married: JOHN R. LANGFORD, Jul 2, 1942 
in Junction City, Kansas 
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Thomas Watts (continued) 


RICHARD R. WATTS (Information from Nancy Robertson Harvey) 


RICHARD R. WATTS was born about 1740 in Virginia. 
His forebears came to America from Wales about 1680. 
(Not verified.) 


He married ELIZABETH TOWNSEND in 1763 in Amelia Co, Virginia. 
ELIZABETH TOWNSEND, born in 1747, was the daughter 

of JOHN TOWNSEND, who came from England to Virginia 

when he was 16 years old, the only son of JAMES TOWNSEND. 
JAMES TOWNSEND outlived his son, died in Greene County, 
Georgia in 1802. 


JOHN TOWNSEND died in 1795 in Wilkes Co., Georgia. 
RICHARD WATTS and ELIZABETH TOWNSEND WATTS shared in his estate. 


They moved to Wilkes Co., Georgia in 1785 or 1787 where 
RICHARD WATTS DIED ON MAY 5, 1817. 


HIS WIDOW, ELIZABETH TOWNSEND WATTS and 
SON #3, WILLIAM HICKS WATTS administered his estate. 


ELIZABETH TOWNSEND WATTS, wife and widow of RICHARD WATTS 
DIED before 1847 in Greene Co., Georgia. 

Her estate was administered by her son-in-law, 

ASA STARR, the husband of RHODA WATTS. 


Minutes of Inferior Court 1817-1824 Wilkes Co, Ga, page 5: 


May 5, 1817...Petition of William Davis, Exc., 
Johnathan Davis, dec'd, to sell personal estate; 


".,.not of record, RICHARD R. WATTS, dec'd, 
ELIZABETH WATTS, wife of RICHARD, dec’d, 
chooses her dower and a child's share of 
personal estate." 


Also, Same Estate?: "Petition of Samuel Station Admrs. with 
will annexed to Susanna Evans, dec'd to divide the estate." 


The children: Judith Watts, Benjamin Watts, William Hicks/Hixs 
Watts, Susan or Susanna Watts, Rhoda Watts, 
Richard Watts, Orsons Watts, Thomas Watts, 
Nancy S. Watts, John Watts, 
Elizabeth Watts-her guardian was Thomas Watts. 


The complete estate papers are owned by Dorothy Watts Marshall, 
Quincy, Mi. (Michigan?) 


She says that ELIZABETH TOWNSEND, born 1747, died before 1847 


2 


Page 26 of 194 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


Thomas Watts (continued) 


in Greene Co, Georgia. JOHN TOWNSEND who came from England to 
Virginia when he was 16 years old, the only son of JAMES 
TOWNSEND, who outlived him. JAMES TOWNSEND died in Greene Co., 
Georgia in 1802, leaving an unclaimed fortune in England. 

JOHN TOWNSEND died 1795 in Wilkes Co., Georgia. RICHARD and 
ELIZABETH TOWNSEND WATTS shared in his estate. 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: Iver Johnson 


Born: July 17, 1874 Place: Denmark Event 3: 
Married: ABOUT 1911 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 4: 
Died: July 5, 1960 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 


Other Spouses: 


Wife: Rosa Gentile 


Born: August 16, 1892 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
Died: September 9, 1975 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: Anthony Gentile 
Nother: Concathice O’Antoni 
Other Spouses: 


Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 
M/F in order of birth 
1. Name: Marie Louise Johnson Spouse: 
— Born: 1912 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: 1944 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 5: 
2, Name: Herman Johnson Spouse: Lenora Cox 
—- Born: ABOUT 1915 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
NM Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
3, Name: Josie Johnson Spouse: Charles Burke 
— Born: December 26, 1917 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: December 1981 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co 4S Event 5: 
4, Name: Nora Antoinette Johnson Spouse: Lonnie Joseph Watts 
— Born: July 4, 1920 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
F Married: September 1, 1941 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 4: 
Died: April 17, 1986 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 5: 


Prepared by: 
Else Martin 


6301 Country Lane 
Pascagoula, MS 39581 Phone: 601-588-6520 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: Herman Johnson 


Born: ABOUT 1915 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co NS Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: Iver Johnson 
Mother: Rosa Gentile 
Other Spouses: 


Wife: Lenora Cox 


Born: Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
Died: Place: Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 
Father: 
Mother: 
Other Spouses: 
Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 
H/F in order of birth | 
1. Name: Johnson One Spouse: 
—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event §: 
2. Name: Johnson Two Spouse: 
— Born: Place: ; Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
3. Name: Johnson Three Spouse: 
~~ Born: Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
4. Name: Johnson Four Spouse: 
—- Born: Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

6301 Country Lane 

Pascagoula, HS 39581 Phone: 601-588-6520 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: Herman Johnson Yr of Birth: 1915 


Wife: Lenora Cox Yr of Birth: 


Sex Children (continued) 


5. Name: Johnson Five Spouse: 
— Born: Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

6. Name: Johnson Six Spouse: 
— Born: Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

7. Name: Johnson Seven Spouse: 
— Born: Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

8. Name: Johnson Eight Spouse: 
— Born: Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

9. Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

10. Name: Spouse: 

— 8orn: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

11. Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: Charles Burke 


Born: September 7, 1911 Place: New Jersey Event 3: 

Married: Place: Event 4: 

Died: May 4, 1986 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event §: 

Event 1: Place: Event 6: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Wife: | Josie Johnson 

Bora: December 26, 1917 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 

Died: December 1981 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co HS Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: Iver Johnson 

Mother: Rosa Gentile 

Other Spouses: 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead} 

M/E in order of birth 

1. Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3, Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

4. Name: Spouse: 

-— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event §: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

6301 Country Lane 
Pascagoula, HS 39581 


Phone: 601-588-6520 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Born: November 22, 1915 Place: 
Married: September 1, 1941 Place: 
Died: January 28, 1962 Place: 
Event 1: Place: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: Lonnie Leuba Watts, Sr. 
Mother: Emma Ida Davidson 
Other Spouses: 


Wife: | Nora Antoinette Johnson 


Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 4: 
New Orleans, LA Event 5: 

Event 6: 


Born: July 4, 1920 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co NS Event 3: 
Died: April 17, 1986 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 4: 
Event 1: April 19, 1986 Place: Machpelah Cemetery Event 5: 
Event 2: 1938 Place: Queen Pascagoula High School Carvival 


Father: Iver Johnson 
Mother: Rosa Gentile 
Other Spouses: 


Sex Children List each child 
N/F in order of birt 
1. Name: Daryl Gerard Watts 
—— Born: 
M Married: 
Died: 
2. Name: Wanda Harie Watts 
— Born: 
F Married: 
Died: 


3. Name: Joseph Alton Watts 
—— Born: July t1, 1945 
MN Married: 

Died: 


4, Name: Infant Watts 
— Born: August 24, 1950 
F Married: 

Died: 


(living or dead) 
h 
Spouse: 
Place: ; Event 3: 
Place: Event 4: 
Place: Event §: 
Spouse: Ramsay 
Place: Event 3: 
Place: Event 4: 
Place: Event 5: 
Spouse: Suzanne Pinson 
Place: Event 3: 
Place: Event 4: 
Place: Event 5: 
Spouse: 
Place: Event 3: 
Place: Event 4: 
Place: Event 5: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

6301 Country Lane 
Pascagoula, MS 39581 


Phone: 601-588-6520 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: Lonnie Joseph Watts 
Wife: Nora Antoinette Johnson 


Sex Children (continued) 


Yr of Birth: 


1915 


Yr of Birth: 


1920 


5. Name: Walter Wayne Watts Spouse: Teri McDaniel 

—— Born:  Narch 9, 1955 Place: Event 3: 

MN Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
6. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

7. Name: Spouse: 

—— §8orn: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

8. Nate: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

9, Name: Spouse: 

—~ Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

10. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 


Page 33 of 194 


January 20, 1997 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: Chester Stonewall Watts 


Born: October 5, 1902 Place: St. Elmo, Mobile Co AL Event 3: 

Married: October 20, 1927 Place: Event 4: 

Died: March 8, 1960 Place: Event 5: 

Event 1: Place: Event 6: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: Josiah Carter Watts 

Mother: Willie Caroline Pack 

Other Spouses: 

Wife:  Dessie Baker 

Born: Place: Event 3: 

Died: Place: Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: Albert Millgren 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Betty Diane Watts Spouse: Sidney W. Coan 

—— 8orn: Place: Event 3: 

F  Narried: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: "Joe* William Joseph Watts 


Born: January 25, 1891 Place: Alabama Event 3: 
Married: May 8, 1910 Place: Event 4: 
Died: September 25, 1945 Place: Event 5: 
Event 1: 1941 Place: Lived in W. Monroe, La Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: Josiah Carter Watts 
Mother: Willie Caroline Pack 
Other Spouses: 


Wife: | Anna Delia Clark 


Born: October 12, 1891 Place: Jackson, Alabama Event 3: 

Died: May 31, 1979 Place: Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead} 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Jules Watts Spouse: Evelyn 

——~ Born: Place: Event 3: 

M = Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Evelyn Watts Spouse: P. Wayne Parker 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 

F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3. Name: Mildred Watts Spouse: 

—— Born: February 7, 1911 Place: Jones Co MS Event 3: 

fF Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: January 27, 1912 Place: Hickory Grove Cem, Laurel, MS Event 5: 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: ‘Joe’ William Joseph Watts 

Mother: Anna Delia Clark 

Other Spouses: 

Wife: Evelyn 

Born: Place: Event 3: 
Died: Place: Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event §: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 


Other Spouses: 


Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

N/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Joe Craig Watts Spouse: 

-— Born: Place: Event 3: 

Mo Warried: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Daughter Watts Spouse: Bob Hurst 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 

F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
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Mildred Watts 


Family knowledge: 

Baby Mildred died at eleven months. While playing, her father threw her 
up and she hit her head on the ceiling. 

Father, Joe, was 6'6", 250 lbs. 


Buried in Hickory Grove Cemetery, Laurel, Jones Co MS. Section J 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: P. Wayne Parker 


Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event §: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Nother: 


Other Spouses: 


Wife: Evelyn Watts 


Born: Place: Event 3: 
Died: Place: Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: “Joe* William Joseoh Watts 
Nother: Anna Delia Clark 
Other Spouses: 


Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 
M/F in order of birth 
1. Name: Spouse: 
— Born: Place: Event 3: 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: William Irvin Thornton 


Born: Place: Laurel, Jones Co MS Event 3: 
Married: December 24, 1908 Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 
Father: 
Nother: 
Other Spouses: 
Wife: "Sally Sara Elizabeth Watts 
Born: ABOUT 1889 Place: Event 3: 
Died: Place: Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 
Father: Josiah Carter Watts 
Mother: Willie Caroline Pack 
Other Spouses: 
Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 
M/F in order of birth 
1. Name: Watts Irvin Thornton, Sr. Spouse: 
—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
N= Narried: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
2. Name: Edith Thornton Spouse: 
— Born: Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
3. Name: Ethel Thornton Spouse: R. ¥. Shipp 
——~ Born: Place: Event 3: 
fF Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
4. Name Spouse: 
— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

6301 Country Lane 
Pascagoula, MS 39581 


Phone: 601-588-6520 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: Lonnie Leuba Watts, Sr. 


Born: 1893 Place: Event 3: 
Married: April 26, 1945 Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: Josiah Carter Watts 

Mother: Willie Caroline Pack 

Other Spouses: 

Wife: ama Ida Davidson 

Born: Place: Pascagoula Event 3: 
Died: Place: Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 


Other Spouses: 


Sex Children 


List each child (living or dead) 


M/F in order of birth 
1. Name: Lonnie Leuba Watts, Jr. Spouse: Nora Antoinette Johnson 
—— Born: November 22, 1915 Place: Event 3: 
M Married: September 1, 1941 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 4: 
Died: January 28, 1962 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 5: 
2. Name:  FHen Watts Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Narried: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

4. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

Prepared by: 

Else Martin 


6301 Country Lane 
Pascagoula, HS 39581 


Phone: 601-588-6520 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: 


Lonnie Leuba Watts, Jr. 


Born: November 22, 1915 Place: Event 3: 
Married: September 1, 1941 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co HS Event 4: 
Died: January 28, 1962 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 
Father: Lonnie Leuba Watts, Sr. 
Mother: €mma Ida Davidson 
Other Spouses: 
Wife: Nora Antoinette Johnson 
Born: = July 4, 1920 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
Died: April 17, 1986 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 4: 
Event 1: April 19, 1986 Place: Machpelah Cemetery Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 
Father: 
Mother: 
Other Spouses: 
Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 
M/F in order of birth 
1. Name: Daryl Gerard Watts Spouse: 
—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
M Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
2. Name: Wanda Marie Watts Spouse: 
—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
3, Name: Joseph Alton Watts Spouse: Suzanne Pinson 
—~ Born: July 11, 1945 Place: Event 3: 
HM Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
4. Name: Infant Watts Spouse: 
—- Born: August 24, 1950 Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
Prepared by: 


Else Martin 
$301 Country Lane 


Pascagoula, MS 39581 


Phone: 601-588-6520 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: Lonnie Leuba Watts, Jr. Yr of Birth: 1915 


Yr of Birth: 1920 


Wife: Nora Antoinette Johnson 


Sex Children (continued) 


5. Name: Walter Wayne Watts Spouse: 

— Born: March 9, 1955 Place: Event 3: 

NM Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

6. Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 


Died: Event 5: 


Name: Spouse: 


—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

8. Name: Spouse: 
— Born: Place: Event 3: 
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Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


Nora Antoinette Johnson 


Mississippi Press, April 18, 1986 


WATTS 

Mrs. Nora Antoinette Watts, 65, 1009 Lake Ave., Pascagoula, died 
Thursday, April 17, 1986, at Singing River Hospital. Mrs. Watts was born 
July 5, 1920, in Pascagoula and was a lifelong resident. She was retired 
employee of the Welcome Center. Mrs. Watts was a member of Our Lady of 
Victories Catholic Church and the Stitch Club. 

Survivors are three sons, Joe Alton Watts, Biloxi; Daryl Watts, 
Pascagoula; Walter Watts, Houston, Texas; a daughter, Mrs. Wanda M. 
Ramsay, Mobile; a brother, Herman J. Johnson, Pascagoula; five 
granddaughters, two grandsons, and other relatives. 

Visitation will be tonight, april 18, at O'Bryant Funeral Home from 
6-9 p.m. Rosary will be recited at 8 p.m. 

Funeral service will be Saturday, April 19, at 2 p.m. at Our Lady of 
Victories Catholic Church. 

Interment will be in Machpelah Cemetery. 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: Joseph Alton Watts 


Born: July 11, 1945 Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
Event 1: 1986 Place: Lived in Biloxi, MS Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: Lonnie Leuba Watts, Jr. 
Mother: Nora Antoinette Johnson 
Other Spouses: 


Wife: Suzanne Pinson 


Born: Event 3: 


Died: Place: Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 


Other Spouses: 


Sex Children List each child (Living or dead) 
N/F in order of birth 


1. Name: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
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Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: Walter Wayne Watts 


Born: March 9, 1955 Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event §: 
Event 1: 1985 Place: Lives in Houston, Texas Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: Lonnie Leuba Watts, Jr. 
Mother: Nora Antoinette Johnson 
Other Spouses: 


Wife: Teri McDaniel 


Born: Place: Vancleave Event 3: 

Died: Place: Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: Bill WcOaniel 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Jonathan Watts Spouse: 
— Born: 1983 Place: Event 3: 
M Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Victoria Lynn Watts Spouse: 
— Born: July 5, 1985 Place: Houston, Texas Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3. Name: Spouse: 

—- Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

4. Name: Spouse: 

—- Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

6301 Country Lane 

Pascagoula, MS 39581 Phone: 601-588-6520 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: Ramsay 


Born: Place: Event 3: 

Married: Place: Event 4: 

Died: Place: Event 5: 

Event 1: 1986 Place: Lived in Mobile, Alabama Event 6: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Nother: 

Other Spouses: 

Wife: Wanda Marie Watts 

Born: Place: Event 3: 

Died: Place: Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: tonnie Leuba Watts, Jr. 

Mother: Nora Antoinette Johnson 

Other Spouses: 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Spouse: 

~— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3, Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

4, Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Event 5: 


Place: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

6301 Country Lane 
Pascagoula, MS 39581 


Phone: 601-588-6520 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: John Pugh 


Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: ABOUT 1934 Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Pontchatoula, LA Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event. 2: Place: ; 
Father: 
Mother: 
Other Spouses: 
Wife: Molly Pugh 
Born: Place: Event 3: 
Died: Place: Pontchatoula, LA Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 
Father: 
Nother: 
Other Spouses: 
Sex Children List each child (living or dead} 
N/F in order of birth 
1. Name: = Timothy Pugh Spouse: 
—- Born: Place: Event 3: 
N Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
2. Name: Sadie Pugh Spouse: Jack Mashburn 
—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
F  Narried: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
3. Name: Rose Emna Pugh Spouse: Joe Watts Martin, Sr. 
— Born: January 12, 1909 Place: Ponchatoula, Tangiapohoa Par LA Event 3: 
F  MNarried: April 23, 1934 Place: Event 4: 
Died: January 30, 1995 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 5: 
4, Name: Spouse: 
—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Narried: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

6301 Country Lane 

Pascagoula, MS 39581 Phone: 601-588-6520 
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Watts Family File #2 


Rose Emma Pugh 


Mass of the Resurrection 
in honor of 
ROSE EMMA PUGH MARTIN 
Our Lady of Victories Catholic Church 
Pascagoula, MS 
Wednesday, February 1, 1995 
January 12, 1909 
January 30, 1995 


"The theme of this Mass is a joyful thanksgiving to 
God for the life of Rose Martin and a quiet expression of 
belief that God will lovingly receive her into His Kingdom." 


Mrs. ROSE EMMA PUGH MARTIN 


Mrs. Rose Emma Pugh Martin, 86, Pascagoula, died Monday, January 30, 
1995. She was born January 12, 1909 in Ponchatoula, La. With her 
husband, she was co-founder and co-owner of Pugh's Floral Shop in 
Pascagoula. She was a member of Our Lady of Victories Catholic Church in 
Pascagoula. She was preceded in death by her parents, John and Molly 
Pugh of Pontchatoula, La; one son, Charles L. Martin; four brothers; one 
sister and one granddaughter, Katherine Elizabeth Foster. 

Survivors include her husband of 60 years, Joe Watts Martin, Sr., 
Pascagoula; four daughters, Mr. and Mrs. L. Walker (Joanne) Foster, 
Pascagoula, Mr. and Frank W. (Roselyn) Richard, Baton Rouge, La., Mrs. 
Marilyn M. Bullis, Pascagoula and Dr. Maureen K. Martin, Hattiesburg; 
daughter-in-law, Mrs. Jeanie F. Martin, Pascagoula; two sons, Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Watts (Kay) Martin, Jr. and Mr. and Mrs. James H. (Rita) Martin, 
both of Pascagoula; one brother, Tim Pugh, Sr., Silver Springs, Md.; one 
sister, Sadie Mashburn, Hammond, La.; twenty grandchildren; nine great- 
grandchilden; nieces, nephews; and other relatives. 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 


Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: Leroy ‘Walker’ Foster 


Born: January 17, 1928 Place: Anacoco, LA Event 3: 
Married: September 30, 1956 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: Leroy ‘Roy’ Foster 

Mother: Ivon Theresa Walker 

Other Spouses: 

Wife: | Joanne Alice Martin 

Born: March 16, 1935 Place: McComb, Pike Co MS Event 3: 
Died: Place: Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: Joe Watts Martin, Sr. 

Mother: Rose Emma Pugh 


Other Spouses: 


Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

H/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Jennifer Alice Foster ist spouse: Barry Wayne Jackson 

—— Born: July 26, 1958 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co HS Event 3: 

F  Warried: April 24, 1976 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Katherine Elizabeth Foster Spouse: 

——~ Born: March 11, 1961 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 

F Married: Place: Never Married Event 4: 
Died: February 23, 1980 Place: Mobile, Mobile Co AL Event 5: 

3. Name: Leroy Walker Foster, Jr. Spouse : Meg Lovorn 

— Born: May 2, 1963 Place: Event 3: 

M Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
Name: Mary Angela Foster Spouse: 

— Born: November 23, 1964 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 

F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: November 25, 1964 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co NS Event 5: 


>repared by: 
Ise Martin 


5301 Country Lane 


ascagoula, HS 39581 


Phone: 


601-588-6520 
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Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


January 20, 1997 


Husband: Leroy ‘Walker’ Foster Yr of Birth: 1928 
Wife: Joanne Alice Martin Yr of Birth: 1935 
Sex Children (continued) 
5. Name: Ivon Rose Foster Spouse: 
—— Born: February 2, 1967 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
6. Name: Joseph Whitfield Foster Spouse: 
—— Born: September 29, 1968 Place: Event 3: 
NM Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
7. Name: George Timothy Foster Spouse: 
— Born: Oecember 31, 1969 Place: Event 3: 
N= Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
8. Name:  Natthew Benjamin Foster Spouse: 
—~ Born: August 4, 1976 Place: Event 3: 
NM Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
9. Name: Spouse: 

— 8orn: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

10. Name: Spouse : 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: Barry Wayne Jackson 


Event 3: 


Born: Place: 

Married: April 24, 1976 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 4: 

Died: Place: Event 5: 

Event 1: Place: Event 6: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Wife: Jennifer Alice Foster 

Born: July 26, 1958 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3 

Died: Place: Event 4 

Event 1: Place: Event § 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: Leroy “Walker Foster 

Mother: Joanne Alice Martin 

Other Spouses: John Joseph Pribanic IV 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Barry Wayne Jackson, Jr. Spouse: 

—— Born: August 5, 1976 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 

NM Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2, Name: Spouse: 

—~ Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married Place: Event 4: 
Died: Event 5: 


Place: 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 


Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: John Joseph Pribanic IV 


Born: Place: Event 3: 

Married: October 5, 1979 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co HS Event 4: 

Died: Place: Event §: 

Event 1: Place: Event 6: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Wife: | Jennifer Alice Foster 

Born: July 26, 1958 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 

Died: Place: Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: Leroy “Walker* Foster 

Mother: Joanne Alice Martin 

Other Spouses: Barry Wayne Jackson 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: John Joseph Pribanic ¥ Spouse! 

—— Born: November 20, 1980 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 

N= Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Kelli Rose Pribanic Spouse: 

—— Born: March 17, 1982 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 

F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3. Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Narried: Place: Event 4: 
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Genealogy & Local History Dept. 


January 20, 1997 


Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: Leroy Walker Foster, Jr. 


Born: May 2, 1963 Place: Event 3: 

Married: Place: Event 4: 

Died: Place: Event 5: 

Event 1: Place: Event 6: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: Leroy “Walker* Foster 

Mother: Joanne Alice Martin 

Other Spouses: 

Wife: | Meg Lovorn 

Born: Place Event 3: 

Died: Place Event 4: 

Event 1: Place Event 5: 

Event 2: Place 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name Spouse: 

——- Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Spouse : 

-— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3. Name: Spouse: 

= Born Place: Event 3: 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: Leroy ‘Roy’ Foster 


Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: 1920 Place: Event 4: 
Died: June 9, 1979 Place: Louisiana Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 
Father: 
Mother: 
Other Spouses: 
7 ae 
Wife: von Theresa Walker 
Born: May 31, 1903 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co HS Event 3: 
Died: January 10, 1929 Place: Leesville, La Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 
Father: Whitfield Whit" Wesley Walker 
Mother: Cora Elizabeth Davis 
Other Spouses: 
Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 
M/F in order of birth 
1. Name: Whitfield Foster Spouse: 
—-~ Borm October 2, 1922 Place: Event 3: 
M4 Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
2, Name: Rita Foster Spouse : 
= BOTs January 8, 1924 Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
3, Name: Leroy ‘Walker" Foster Spouse: Joanne Alice Martin 
== “ROEM January 17, 1928 Place: Anacoco, LA Event 3: 
NM Married: September 30, 1956 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
4. Name: Spouse: 
—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

6301 Country Lane 

Pascagoula, MS 39581 Phone 


: 601-588-6520 
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Leroy Walker Foster 


MOTHER OF LEROY "WALKER" FOSTER..... 


Pascagoula News Item, The Chronicle, Pascagoula, MS. Jan 11, 1929. 

"The community was shocked on Monday, when the news of the death of 
Mrs. Leroy Foster of Shreveport, La., was received. Before her marriage, 
Mrs. Foster was Miss Ivon Walker, eldest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Whit 
Walker of this city, and is survived by her husband and three little 
children, her parents and three sisters, Misses Cora Belle Walker, Grace 
Walker and Betty Walker, and numerous relative and countless friends who 
mourn her loss. 


Obituary of Mrs Leroy (Ivon Theresa Walker) Foster, Jan 11, 1929. 
The Chronicle, Pascagoula, MS. 


MRS. LEROY FOSTER.... 

The funeral of this young woman was held Tuesday afternoon, January 
8, from the residence of her parents in Cedar street, interment in 
Greenwood cemetery, Rev. Z. T. Sullivan officiating. Mrs. Foster died 
early Monday morning at Leesville, La., where she had been removed for 
treatment, her home being Anacoco, La. 

Mrs. Foster's maiden name was Ivon Walker, being the eldest daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Walker of this city. She was born in Pascagoula 25 
years ago and lived here until married to Mr. Foster a few years ago. 
She was a student of Pascagoula High School and numbered as her friends 
many of the young people of the city, being one of the liviest and most 
popular girls of her set. 

Deceased is survived by her parents, three sisters and her husband 
and three small children. This paper joins with the entire community in 
expressions of sympathy for the bereaved ones. 
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Pascagoula Public Library 


Genealogy & Local History Dept. 


Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: Whitfield ‘Whit’ Wesley Walker 


Event 3: 


Born: Place: 

Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
Event L: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Wife: Cora Elizabeth Davis 

Born: Place Event 3 
Died: Place Event 4: 
Event 1: Place Event 5: 
Event 2: Place 

Father: 

Mother: 


Other Spouses: 


Sex Children 
M/F 


List each child 
in order of birt 


(living or dead} 
h 


1. Name: Grace Walker Spouse: George Steele 
— Born: Place: Event 3: 
F  Narried: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
2. Name: Cora Belle Walker Spouse: 
—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Never Married Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
3. Name: Betty Walker Spouse: Walter Gulley 
~— Born: Place Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
4. Name: Ivon Theresa Walker Spouse: Leroy "Roy" Foster 
——- Born: May 31, 1903 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
F Married: £920 Place: Event 4: 
Died: January 10, 1929 Place: Leesville, LA Event 5: 


Prepared by: 
Else Martin 


6301 Country Lane 
Pascagoula, MS 39581 


Phone: 601-588-6520 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: Frank W. Richard 


Born: Place: Louisiana Event 3: 
Narried: Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co HS Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother : 


Other Spouses: 


Wife: Roselyn Marie Martin 


Born: 1936 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
Died: Place: Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: Joe Watts Martin, Sr. 
Mother: Rose Emma Pugh 
Other Spouses: 


Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Pam Richard Spouse: Mark Andrew Batzer 

—~ Born: Place: Event 3: 

F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Mark Richard Spouse : 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 

NM Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3. Name: Timothy Richard Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 

M Married: Place: Event 4: 


Died: Place: Event 5: 


4. Name: Spouse! 
— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 


Died: Event 5: 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 
January 20, 1997 


Husband: Charles Lawrence Martin 


Born: October 1941 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 


Married: Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 4: 
Died: Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: Joe Watts Martin, Sr. 
Mother: Rose Emma Pugh 
Other Spouses: 


Wife: Gloria Jean “Jeannie* Fairley 


Born: Place: Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
Died: Place: Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

4/F in order of birth 

1. Name: = Amy Martin Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 

F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Spouse: 

— 68orn: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

4, Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

repared by: 

‘lse Martin 

9301 Country Lane 

Yascagoula, NS 39581 Phone: 601-588-6520 
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Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: William €. "Bill’ Nelson 


Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co HS Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 
Father: 
Mother : 
Other Spouses 
> 
fi Citms « . : 
Wife: Marilyn Martin 5 392 hier ka faa 595C27 IG s 78 i 
Born: 1943 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
Died: Place: Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 
Father: Joe Watts Martin, Sr. 
Mother: Rose Emma Pugh 
Other Spouses: Harvey Bullis 
Sex Children List each child (Living or dead) 
M/F in order of birth 
1. Name: Donna Nelson Spouse: 
— Born: Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
2. Name: Bill Nelson Spouse: 
—— Born: Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
NM Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
3. Name: Dave Nelson Spouse: 
—— Born: Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
NM Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event $: 
4. Name: Theresa Nelson Spouse: Richard "Richie" Noblett 
—— Born: Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co HS Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


January 20, 1997 


Husband: Joseph “Joe* Watts Martin, Jr. 


Born: June 18, 1948 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
Married: January 9, 1970 Place: Montgomery, Alabama Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: Joe Watts Martin, Sr. 

Mother: Rose Emma Pugh 

Other Spouses: ‘Kay“ Sandra Kay Roberts 

Wife: | "Marty" Martha Philip Ware 

Born: July 17, 1951 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 

Died: Place: Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: Phillip "Phil' Lyons Ware 

Mother: Mildred Elizabeth Moody 

Other Spouses: David Anthony Lowery 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Joseph Watts Martin, III Spouse: 
-— Born: October 29, 1970 Place: Event 3: 
4M = Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Timothy Lyons Martin Spouse: 
— Born: November 30, 1973 Place: Event 3: 
Mo Harried: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

4. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 


Prepared by: 


Else 


Martin 


$301 Country Lane 


Yascagoula, NS 39581 


Phone: 601-588-6520 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: Joseph “Joe" Watts Martin, Jr. 


Born: June 18, 1948 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 

Married: June 8, 1985 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 4: 

Died: Place: Event 5: 

Event t: Place: Event 6: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: Joe Watts Martin, Sr. 

Mother: Rose Emma Pugh 

Other Spouses: "Marty" Martha Philip Ware 

Wife: "Kay" Sandra Kay Roberts 

Bora: Place: Hattiesburg, Forrest Co MS Event 3: 

Died: Place: Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: Fred Roberts 

Mother: Dorothy Ladner 

Other Spouses: J. C. Keith 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3. Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

4. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

6301 Country Lane 
Pascagoula, MS 39581 


Phone: 601-588-6520 
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Husband: David Anthony Lowery 


Born: April 27, 1954 Place: Escatawpa, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
Married: December 29, 1990 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Wife: "Marty" Martha Philip Ware 

Born: July 47, 1951 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 

Died: Place: Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event §: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: Phillip "Phil" Lyons Ware 

Mother: Mildred Elizabeth Moody 

Other Spouses: Joseph ‘Joe* Watts Martin, Jr. 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Spouse: 

——~ Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event §: 

3. Name: Spouse: 

—- Born: Place: Event 3: 
Narried: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

4. Name: Spouse: 

-— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 


repared by: 

ilse Martin 

9301 Country Lane 
ascagoula, MS 39581 


Phone: 601-588-6520 
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Born: April 27, 1954 Place: Escataupa, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 

Married: Place: Event 4: 

Died: Place: Event §: 

Event 1: Place: Event 6: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: “Marty* Martha Philip Ware 

Wife: 

Born: Place: Event 3: 

Died: Place: Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Miranda Lyn Lowery Spouse: 

— 8orn: Place: Event 3: 

F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2, Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
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January 20, 1997 


Husband: Phillip "Phil" Lyons Ware 


Born: December 31, 1912 Place: Vancleave, Jackson Co MS 
Married: Place: 

Died: May 15, 1986 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS 
Event 1: Place: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 


Other Spouses: 


Wife: Mildred Elizabeth Moody 

Born: Place: Picayune, MS 

Died: December 23, 1989 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co NS 
Event 1: Place: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Hother: 


Other Spouses: 


Event 3: 
Event 4: 
Event 5: 
Event 6: 


Event 3: 
Event 4: 
Event 5: 


Sex Children List each child (living or dead} 
M/F in order of birth 
1. Name: Cynthia Elizabeth Ware Spouse: Charles Wendell Everitt 
—— Born: Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
F Narried: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
2. Name: "Dell" Mildred Adell Ware Spouse: John Virgil Gully 
— Born: Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
F Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
3, Name: "Marty" Martha Philip Ware tst spouse: Joseph ‘Joe" Watts Martin, Jr. 
— Born: July 17, 1951 Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 
F Married: January 9, 1970 Place: Montgomery, Alabama Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
4, Name: Spouse: 
—~ Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

6301 Country Lane 
Pascagoula, MS 39581 


Phone: 601-588-6520 
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Husband: Charles Wendell Everitt 


Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 


Other Spouses: 


Wife: Cynthia Elizabeth Ware 


Born: Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co WS Event 3: 
Died: Place: Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 


Father: Phillip "Phil* Lyons Ware 
Mother: Mildred Elizabeth Noody 
Other Spouses: 


Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 
N/F in order of birth 
1. Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

4. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

6301 Country Lane 

Pascagoula, MS 39581 Phone: 601-588-6520 
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Husband: John Virgil Gully 


Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event §: 

Event 1: Place: Event 6: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Wife: "Dell* Mildred Adel] Ware 

Born: Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 3: 

Died: Place: Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: Phillip "Phil" Lyons Ware 

Mother: Mildred Elizabeth Moody 

Other Spouses: 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

N/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Spouse: 

— 8orn: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Spouse: 

— 8orn: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3. Name: Spouse: 

—- Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

4. Name: Spouse: 

—— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 


Prepared by: 

Else Martin 

$301 Country Lane 
Pascagoula, MS 39581 


Phone: 601-588-6520 
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Husband: James Hannon Martin 


Born: 1947 Place: Event 3: 

Married: Place: Pascagoula, Jackson Co MS Event 4: 

Died: Place: Event 5: 

Event 1: Place: Event 6: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: Joe Watts Martin, Sr. 

Mother: Rose Emma Pugh 

Other Spouses: 

Wife: Eleanor Rita Moore 

Born: Place: Event 3: 

Died: Place: Event 4: 

Event 1: Place: Event 5: 

Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

M/F in order of birth 

1. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

2. Name: Spouse: 

— 8orn: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 

3. Name: Spouse: 

— Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event 5: 
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FAMILY GROUP SHEET 


Husband: 

Born: Place: Event 3: 
Married: Place: Event 4: 
Died: Place: Event §: 
Event 1: Place: Event 6: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: 

Mother: 

Other Spouses: 

Wife: Maureen Martin 

Born: 1950 Place: Event 3: 
Died: Place: Event 4: 
Event 1: Place: Event 5: 
Event 2: Place: 

Father: Joe Watts Martin, Sr. 

Mother: Rose Emma Pugh 

Other Spouses: 

Sex Children List each child (living or dead) 

N/F in order of birth 
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Alabama Records Report From Search 


Surname GivenName Vol Pi P2 P3 P4 PS P6 P7 PS PO PIO Pli P12 P13 Pld PIS P16 P17 PIs P19 P20 County Other 
Watts Col. Frederic 4 104 Madison 
Watts Jeremiah 5 40 Multiple NewsPapers 
Watts J.J. 7 77 Tuscaloosa 
Watts Saleah 8 17 Tuscaloosa 
Watts Clinton 10 98 Jefferson 
Watts Eliza 10 4 Jefferson 
Watts Malinda 10 65 Jefferson 
Watts Martha 10 34 Jefferson 
Watts Cary 12 90 Madison NewsPapers 
Watts Eliz. C. 13 10 Tuscaloosa 
Watts Mr. 16 25 Various Newspapers 
Watts Clinton 18 41 Jefferson 
Watts Malachiah 18 32 Jefferson 
Watts Vincent 18 41 Jefferson 
Watts Vinson 18 28 Jefferson 
Watts George 20 14 Greene 
Watts Peyton 20 14 Greene 
Watts William L. 20 14 Greene 
Watts William P. 20 14 Greene 
Watts George 23 «53 Talledega 
Watts Gracy 23 «53 Talledega 
Watts Joseph 23 (53 Talledega 
Watts Mary 23 «68 Talledega 
Watts Mitchell 23 «68 Talledega 
Watts Capt. 24 87 LimeStone 
Watts Abraham 25 4 Tuscaloosa 
Watts Daniel B. 25 24 Tuscaloosa 
Watts Clinton 26 43 66 Jefferson 
Watts Clinton 30. 23 Jefferson 
Watts Isaac 30 8666 Jefferson 
Watts Gov. Thoma 36 77 Jackson 
Watts Clinton 37) 62 . Jefferson 
Tuesday, June 01, 1999 Page 1 
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» ATTEND THE BRIDE Sepr ia 


The attendants to the ride at the marriage of Miss Nora tduaes to Lonnie Watts, popular young Pas-' 
cagoula couple are shown.a!’ove. They are (left to right) Miss Dorothy Gentile, Gulfpért; Miss Josie John-— 
‘| son, sister of the bride, mai‘(l of honor; Miss Le Nore Cox, Pascagoula; and Miss Lillian Davidson of New 
Orleans, cousin of Mr, Wait.ts. The little flower girls are (left to right) Miss Joy. Gentile and Miss Joanne 
\| Gentile, twin daughters of. , and Mrs. John Gentile. —Photo by Gulf Coast Studios. 
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RECENT BRIDE 


Miss Nora Johnson, youngest daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Iver Johnson, 
who became the bride of Lonnie Watts, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. L. L. 
Writts, on September 1, at 6 o’clock. The wedding took place in Our 
La; of Victories Church and was one of the prettiest weddirigs of the 
year. Mr. and Mrs. Watts returned early this week from their wedding 


[pete Texas. SeAr@r 12,194 
BRARY 
» paSCAGOU ON 
ee eacoey i 
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“Many things are recorded a ape 
of the United States LITTLE BEAVER SQUADRON 
Destroyer Squadron 23. DESRON-23 
The one thing never recorded . : 
of them MEMORIAL SERVICE 
is that they took counsel | 
of their fears, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
for they did not. 
They were confident OCTOBER YY: uae! 
in competence, 
strong in faith, | bat 
and for them, i 
the bell never tolled 


_and it never will. 
It pealed a clear signal 


ie 
of their courage, ae 
their conviction _DESRON 23. 
and their dedication : 
even unto death. 


“No unit in the entire history of the United States Navy 
ever achieved such competence and such confidence 
in so short a time and in such magnificent measure 
as did the gallant squadron. Their victories in battle 

were great. Their victories in faith and dedication 
were greater.” 


And in pealing for them, 
it peals also 
for thee and for me.” 


Ken Jones Ken Jones 


KK 
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’ IN MEMORIUM 


TO THE MEN WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES DURING 


at ‘ WORLD WAR II WHILE SERVING THEIR COUNTRY 
Memorial Service ABOARD THIS SHIP, WE HUMBLY DEDICATE 
THIS MEMORIAL SERVICE. 


BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS October 10, 1999 


Boston, Massachusetts 


October 10, 1999 


SATAY MOLEC AE (MEMEO MEL AS IDE TELE (BEE ANP EE POUT AE CELA ALLEGE EE ME EAE EA EA OEE RENE REE EYEE EEE M, 


Invocation Edgar Forrest 


Pledge of Allegiance Wilbur V. Rogers 


Reading of the Little Wilbur V. Rogers USS esis (DD-511) 
Beaver Squadron i 
Quotation (back page) 


DENNIS E. BLEASDALE 
WILLIAM C. BLOUGOURAS 


: AAEON J. BLUE 
Roll ny Names = Monte Moncrief ROBERT J. BUSH 
er , HAROLD E. COOPER 
Ringing of the Bells Wilbur V. Rogers JAMES CONSTANTINI 
PHILLIP J. COLOTTA 
Benediction Edgar Forrest CHARLES DRAGOO 


‘PETER J. GAIDIS 
ALFRED W. GRANT 
JOHN HENKLE 
RAYMOND A. JONES 
EDMUND K. LAMBERT 
EUGENE H. LONG 
HARVARD A. MIX 
THEODORE J. O’DELL 
MAX TUDOR 
GEORGE E. WATSON te 
ALTON J.WATTS <<- | 
ORLANDEITH C, WHEATLEY i 
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\ CHRONICLE-STAR  @OmBivep wirn TH# MOSS POINT ADEE 22, 


igs 


J ORULE OVER K. OFC. BALL 


Members ‘of the co’ ascagoula,. Oveueil Knights: of Columbus carniiy: ball are shown above , 
as they took their places 2 
Vincent Kos, master of cei 


val - 


icipals in this ‘brilliant event, Mardi Gras night. They are left to right— 
Miss. Dorothy Olsen, Corporal Nickie Mazzie, Miss’ Marie Westbrook, 
Armand Jonte, Jr., Mrs,: Jam eeney, Vincent Moore, James A. Sweeney, King: Columbus Il; David Gole- 


man, Mobile; Miss Mathilde 
trainbearer; Bernard Hayde t i 
Krebs, Jr., Miss Virginia ‘Ga Corporal Raymond Whatkins, Miss . Dorothy Krebs and “Happy Walker, : 
herald. —-Phoio By Beebe © 


Queen Isabella Il; Miss Jane Ros, Queen Isabella. I; Miss Joy Gentile, - 


Bree 


PASCAGOULA LIBRARY 
GENEALOGY COLLECTION 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 
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; ~ fx — ! pan 
an tae 
ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS ENT / hE Fy ‘as 
ARCHIVES : 


1100 CHARTRES STREET 


NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70116 


4 March 1980 


Chancellor: Rev. Monsignor Earl C. Woods Telephone (504) 529-2651 
Archivist: Sister Marguerite Brov, O.P. 
Director: Miss Claire E. O'Donnell 


EXTRACT FROM MARRIAGE REGISTER ST. ANTHONY CHAPEL - NEW ORLEANS, LA. 


NO. 57 oe 

ANTONINO On this first day. of December of 1888, I 
the undersigned having viewed the license 

GENTILE from the Board of Health, to unite in ma- 
trimony ANTONINO GENTILE,*aged thirty-two 

with years, a native of Palermo, son of GIUSEPPE 
GENTILE and of ROSA DuPIETRO, of the first 

CONCETTA part, and CONCETTA DiANTONIO, aged eighteen, 

” a native of Palermo, daughter of CARMELO 
D' ANTONIO ’ D'ANTONIO and of MARIA FONTANA, of the other 


part, in the presence of three witnesses, who 
have signed with the contracting and with me 
/s/ Antonino Gentile /s/ Conchita Dantouni 
/s/ Hy. Joachim + mark ‘of Francisco D'Antoni 
+ mark of Francisca D'Antoni > 

/s/ J. A. Manoritta 


This is a certified direct translation (from the Italian) of the original entry 
of the Marriage Register of St. Anthony Chapel (now Our Lady of Guadalupe). 
Book of Marriages III (1887-1896) Page 39 em" Aet 57 


Od. Cd pact? 


Rev. Msgr. Earl C. Woods / , 


ancellor 


Alice D. Forsyth 
Archivist - Church Registers 
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~ aur?’ 
news ou tnis later. 
ITALIAN RECORDS 
Elaine Oneto has the micro- 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 


filmed civil registration — _ 
births, marriages and deaths —.- 
of Terava, Palermo, Sicily, on .. 


permanent loan at the Family 


History Center in Gulfport. The © 
microfilm is an index to the-' 


years 1820-1895. 


She says anyone who is_ 


researching this same area is 
welcome to use the film. “I can’t 


- tell you how helpful these | 
i records have been in tracing ~ 


part of my family tree,” she said. 
t Many rolls of microfilm at 
Family History have been 
s obtained by others on either-- 
‘s short-term or long -term loan. 


c- It is general policy that other. 
‘e researchers may use the film,. 
id as long as the original borrower . 
te does not want to use the film at. 


ly the same time. 

: Send all correspondence to 
et, this column to “Branches & 
ite Twigs,” The Mississippi Press, 


ity P.O. Box 849, Pascagoula, MS: 
»0n 39568, or you can e-mail her at. 


an CQKB28A@Prodigy.com. 
oe egina Hines, city editor, is 
id. certified enealog ica. record 


es’ specialist, 


Watts Family File #2 


Canale « ae ae Palvime. fick 
Denk OW Le IP 
Aue oe o Pod 
Corvallis Dod ere 

AR es 25-2 7 / 
) MO seas Dee f- (O22 
ae ns 4 ff Alun, - 
Wi lap onthe BY atta 


Cth, Sods ) 


HANCOC 


Y Nan 5 3,1fo2 


BANK 


Crnottec re fle tobe 
Alvis ~ Baugh hic 2 | 

arnt Doogie \ Ware, 

F &rdee. -Pud |276 


UANCOACTY Ranw 
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33/ 


s Miss Mairie Pa 


Woolly w father, Coaionel 
J.P. Dawkins. who settled ia a wompara tively 
resent time, was from auc Waearas and by his mar: 


“Mrs. \Woolls 
ver Mr. W volly F 
varied slealines as oa 


vad 


oY money ou evsy terms, and 
ever i reason to complain 
taken advautize of 


meas fieiit Sage he 
rtuns. 


IVeEHIONT 


adding: 
i 


yr vefarious oreuparian 
tn stature above 
but, z 


imal oe 
stride that 
oeea sion tHe unwary ine 
e is not an avi J active man. His fuh, radd® 
Leardiess. aud in his cres there may be seen the 
at denotes the preseuce o7 the force which impels 
rolow an offender with untiring perseverance 
and the greatest courage. Such.is the man who has 
eleaned up the criminal docket of Angelina county and 
made its felons settle with the law, 

Sheriff Watts has been 2 resident of Texas for thirty 
vears. He way reared seventeen miies east of Meridian, 
Mississippi, mear the village ef Resser, Alabama, where 
be was born August 19, 1356. His country life on the 
farm may have given him his sturdy build and iran con- 
suiution, burt it secured him little literary training, ror 
his adaeational advantages were few. His father owas 

onan Ey Warts, who setvied in Alabama in 1533, coming 
om Harber county. Georgia, where he was born in 
3310, received a eollege education aud beeame a mer- 
rhant at Rosser, and at the jatter place ne died on his 
3. He was a Democrat in polities, and his 


varm in is 


relicious Connection was with the Baptist church. John 


us Wats uzried Elizabeth Asbury, who moved at an 

v date from Georgia Alabama with ber father, 
, the Intter of whom was a slaveowner and 
autbreak of the war between the South and the 
his darkies to Leon county, Texas. as a 
the war he returned to Alabama, but 
and a daneghter in Texas, and the sons 
died in Fas county, and left families, 
is 1 innie Seals, af quez, 

Watts 3 aAu- 


born 


is of xhe selk 


7 Jesse, bo." 
MIS Reled att 


ee s eviss 
22 tanvilic, South Caroina, while 
the u of the Contederacy; SanESE who 
73g a Confederate cavalrrman and died: Meridian, 
“Ossissi ppi, in 1886; _ Archie. who lives at Hatvieslveg, 
Mississipp be Remon of this review; and Joseph 
resident of Laurel, Missi issippi. 
John R. Watts was a son of Willian Hicks Watts. and 
Xs pr: andparenots were Rickard H. and Elizabeth (Town- 
send} Watts, who were of Scotch-Irish stock and of Colo- 
rial beonle of Georgia. William Hicks Watts and Jesse 
Asbery were both soldiers of the War of 1$12, and thair 
tlantations were tilled by slave labor, The latter was 
the father of six children. 
Reuben V. Watts’ edueation was enrtailed by the out- 
break of the Civil war, in which ail of his older brothers 


“ ior was k 


TONAS AND TEN 


ANS 2410 


tuvk an aetive porrt. At the nee of 
wo to a military scheol, but met w: 
his gather, who i n enor 
war between the staves, in wh 
addition to ha : 

destroyed. Thy 


haveshed to 
objection of 
of military life in the 
vohe lost several sons, in 
stars res set Tree and iis farm 
cod to rely “pon him- 
ta to Pern Upon 


Maes 
veo fifteen dollars a month in this 
year a oelerksiiy swith 
‘le there added ¢ 
experiegee. When 
outy sheriff, 2 
. and in [SOS 


Spent a year 
iine, dant 
Nelis & 


working 
ring the nest 


Pan 


Pauve 


tien for 
B ust fons eom- 
tie has been re 
ding 3 op 3 
a vote of 


his majority once reach 
the coun He suveeeded ginas C. Mantooth and 
bean a vigorous vamnaion for the apprebeusion of old 
offenders and new, In the discharge of his duties 
Sheriff Watts has traveled the United States east and 
west, north and south, from the Lakes to the Gulf and 
from ocean to ocean. He tas brought to the bar of the 
Angelina county court every may under indierment, and 
a number of old scores have been put in proeess of set- 
demenc by bim whieh had almost faded trom memory, 
The case of the Lightfoot brothers is oue of the noted 
ones with which be dealt suecessfully, The brothers 
were burgiars and dangerous aud desoerate men. They 
committed crimes in the eonnty in 1903 and made good 
their eseape—temporarily. When their biding place - wag 
finally located by Sheriff Watts ther were under the 
nume of Mundays and were day and night convict 
geards at De Puniak Springs, Florida. They made it a 
practice to sleep with their guns, but on the occasion 
cf their canture one of them was iN and without arms 
and the other was induced to give ep his by a ruse of 
the captain of tLe camp, who told bim that his brother 
was worse. and when he gave up his weapon be was 
promptly covered with it, ang the ride to Texas with the 
big sheriff as onee started. The boys were iried and con- 
vieted and given long prisou terms. 

The most n : ale with by Sheriff Watts, 
however, and eapture of Jesse Res- 
nolds, who was a 2 tor twenty-nine years and 
ebarged with the nmurder of George P deus. The erime 
was commutt and DO. eine had been alle 
to s seriff Watts 
located ai jearne? that he 
i Brown. Tle like- 
the Musous and 
enied him 
irderer, and 
that 


tfoot brothers, 
ts 5 need to stare dereenve. 
who, with Watts’? de ion ef Lrown, eaused him to 
be located ani! gave the Texas detective the tip. 

When Sheriff Watts went to Gainesville, Florida, for 
his prisoner, he had never seen him, but his acquaistance 
with Rernolds’ relatives made him fa ar with tbe 
family resemblanee, and when the severnl pris $0 
the jail were lined up efore him hes ux onve ‘* picked bis 
man.’ Tke identification “onvinced Reynolds that @ fur- 
ther denial of his nume was useless und took the Texas 
sheriff behind a building to argue the point of lib- 
erty, The most porenri argument resorted to was the 
offer of $16,000 in cash, but the sheriff at that time 
was doimg business for the state of Texas and accord- 
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“Many things are recorded 
of the United States 
Destroyer Squadron 23. 


The one thing never recorded 


of them 
is that they took counsel 
of their fears, 
for they did not. 
They were confident 
in competence, 
strong in faith, 
and for them, 
the bell never tolled 
and it never will. 
It pealed a clear signal 
of their courage, 
their conviction 
and their dedication 
even unto death. 
And in pealing for them, 
it peals also 
for thee and for me.” 


ee ee 
a ey: i. Ken Jones 


Watts Family File #2 


U.S.8. FOOTE 
DD-511 
LITTLE BEAVER SQUADRON 
DESRON-23 
MEMORIAL SERVICE 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


OCTOBER 10, 1999 


ate 
_DESRON rae 


“No unit in the entire history of the United States Navy 
ever achieved such competence and such confidence 
in so short a time and in such magnificent measure 
as did the gallant squadron. Their victories in battle 
were great. Their victories in faith and dedication 
were greater.” 


Ken Jones 
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IN MEMORIUM 


TO THE MEN WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES DURING 
i o% ° WORLD WAR If WHILE SERVING THEIR COUNTRY 
Memorial Service 


ABOARD THIS SHIP, WE HUMBLY DEDICATE 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


THIS MEMORIAL SERVICE. 
October 10, 1999 


SME E (MEE DOLE AE OHSU MEAT AOE OOM AE EEA AAA ME LE ALA LAA ALOE EM SOLA MEET EEA ME SLO LKE POTATO, 


October 10, 1999 
Boston, Massachusetts 


Invocation Edgar Forrest 


Pledge of Allegiance Wilbur V. Rogers 


Reading of the Little Wilbur V. Rogers USS HOCTE PRON) 
Beaver Squadron ‘ 
Quotation (back page) 


DENNIS E. BLEASDALE 
WILLIAM C. BLOUGOURAS 


: AAEON J. BLUE 
Roll ae Names = Monte Moncrief Sper dG 
acts 2 HAROLD E. COOPER. 
Ringing of the Bells Wilbur V. Rogers ; Se CONeTAGan 
PHILLIP J. COLOTTA 
Benediction Edgar Forrest CHARLES DRAGOO 


‘PETER J. GAIDIS 
ALFRED W. GRANT 
JOHN HENKLE 
RAYMOND A. JONES 
EDMUND K. LAMBERT 
EUGENE H. LONG 
HARVARD A. MIX 
THEODORE J. 0’DELL 
MAX TUDOR 
GEORGEE. WATSON 
ALTONJ. WATTS = X\ 
ORLANDEITH C. WHEATLEY 
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- Volume VI, No. 4 


A GREAT PLACE 
TO MEET! 


BRANSON, MO 1998 


‘Don't “miss this one-of-a-kind experience | 


- Branson is a unique blend of neon and nature 
where big-time performérs provide entertainment 
amidst the relaxing beauty of one of America's 
most scenic lakeside destinations. An abundance 
of _wholesome, family-oriented entertainment 
with varied attractions and activities. One 
of the safest areas in America - Branson is 
- a one day's drive frem half the U.S. population 
“=, making the area.the convenient, affordable 
and, increasingly popular vacation -choice for 
more than 5-million visitors each year. 

Branson resounds with the best of American 
music .-.it has more of it. than anywhere else 
in’ the world. It's truly America's Live 
Entertainment Capital : and among its residents 
are some of the biggest naines in contemporary 
music, country, pop, gospel, ora western, 
rock 'n' roll, classical and jazz - Branson 
has it all. 

One -of the great things about Branson's 
theaters - you can begin in early morning 
and catch shows all day long. and into the 
night. There are breakfast © shows, morning 
shows,’ lunch shows, matinees, dinner theaters 
and ‘evening shows.. More’ than 50,000 people 
. Gan see. a Branson, show ‘at any given. time. 
That's far more seating than Broadway 
‘ Silver Dollar “City..is the*drea's: sila 


largest attraction with its 1890s‘ theme park, . 


themed rides, live entertainment’® and more 
than 100° resident crafters and artisans. 
Another unique taste of history from 
the 1950s -when Silver Zephyr railroad cars 
toured the nation. If you are a railroad 
fan. you may. enjoy a. tour . of the mountains 
on....these _ luxurious . restored. passenger ‘cars 
operated by Branson Scenic Railway. . 
tg go 60-miles, south , of Branson is. the 


‘Lined! with shops. 
Passion Play" and other neice’ Paonia yi 
Shopping always seems to factor aie 


these reunions and for. these who Like | 2 gifs 
there is something for you. Three huge’ ‘factory 


outlet shopping centers have made Branson 


"top ten" 

América. 
Well, I think it is pretty cbvious you'll 

run out of time before you run out of cho: 


outlet shopping destination in 


Now, if you have not sent kvog . 
Sheet, _ Registration/Payment Form 


Lisley you have missed the two shows aera 
for the reunion to attend as a group. _ However, 
it's not too late to register for the reunion 
October 1 - 5, 1998 at the KimberLing Inn 
Resort. To accommodate those who have visited 
the Branson ‘area several. times before and 
do not choose to go with our group to. the 
two shows selected or if you. si le 

to make your own arrangements, ‘Be 

at the Inn) for other shows or attend. no shows 
at all, Jerry has determined a price (witha 
shows) of $60/person. .This includes Sver 
except. the two shows — - 
Hospitality Room 


Monday Morning Brgaktsit; 
Special Memorial Gift, 

same Green Registration * ‘Form previously ‘bent 
to.you and mail a ‘check for $60/persom to 
Jerry Lasley, 11023 ‘Stanley! Curve, B 
Minnesota 55437. Don't” forget to 


call Jerry at 612-888-3485. 
Remember, your room reservations shiguld 
be made directly: with the ‘KIMBERLING INN RESORT 
by ‘calling Toll Free 1~800-833=55 
to mention you are ‘with the’ "FOOTE REUNI 
and ask for a ee ae ae. 


aa 
thé reunion.: All “x yedervats | Be 
guaranteed with a ‘reale card or send! one 
day’s rental as..a deposit. There will’. be 

a ‘full refund of. your..rdom deposit if > you 


you 


cathel 72-hours »prior to. the arrival time. 
If? you “have a any special: ‘room requirenients 


(ie. ground. floor, ‘disabléd or non-smoking) 
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make your request when you call 
After Sep 1st--rooms will 
available basis only. 


A special reunion vs 


Jerry has talked to the Very Reverend: 
Ernest and everything, is still 
firm on his attendance. You will. recall that 
Georgia Tuttle located .Father Ermest about 
14-years ago in her effort to find some of 
the next-of-kin to those killéd on the FOOTE. 
Father Ernest is the brother of William C. 
Blougouras. and he has very. graciously agreed 
to. speak at our Memorial Service on top of 
Dreamcatcher Mountain. We are very grateful 
to Father Ernest, and look. forward to. meeting 
him at the reunion. | 

_ _ History tells us that in October in South- 
west. Missouri we can expect the temperature 
lows to be 41°-52°F and the highs 64°-75°F 
with an average of about 58°F.,. Normal, rainfall 
for _ the month averages 3. 58-inches. 
casual clothing and _ footwear 


Don't forget the next critical date - 
‘dkeaber 1, 1998 the daté to have your room 
reservations made. See you at the SIXTEENTH 
USS. FOOTE REUNION, October 1 - 5, at the 
Kimberling Inn Resort oh eke Back tabe: Just 
oul side Branson, MD. Be there. 


FOOTE NOT ES 


Wilbur V: Rogers ; ‘ 
12243;Brookshire Ave. = jncs 
Baton Rouge, LA 70815 eM 


Published at Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge 
Parish, Louisiana on a quarterly | basis by the 


S FOOTE DD-S11 A vu 


cat 


’ President - Wilbur v. ree 
a oe Vice President - Edward Mazepa 
0) Secretary.é:William:D; Stone 
_ Treasurer - Theodore M.: Mottola 
. Chaplain ~- Walter J. Ward. 
Master-At-Arms - Saivatore Castellano 
Trustees: . 
John W. Connolly 
Herbert R. Finger 
John E. Gallagher. 
James S. Lord’ 
Henry J. Malone 
Marcus'G. Moncrief 
William §. Patsos ~ 
Robert'W. Sherman oe 
Elwood L. Baxter (a) ~ 


: two to. , work together or you. can. pane 


At ne eo PR ae Mesting this 
year we will ask for a volunteer (preferable 


Services Reunion, Inc.) to host . 
FOOTE reunion in the ‘new -itilléiin “al 
would like ta he aur chost: inthe year 2000 - 

come to Branson prepar ive the group 

a brief discription of ‘what ‘yi 
to offer and what you Fave ne: 
are volunteers: ‘from’ ‘two: ‘a ; 
will vote:..to see which proposal. is, accepted.» 


| UST A PIE CRORCEOT 


A few years ago, “Twas in: my car listening 
to a radio call-in talk show and the topic 
of conversation was whether it was proper 
for people. to ‘burn the American flag in protest 
or if it was a protected Andividua = 
During the talk show, ‘someone called “in and’ 
said ‘they didn't understand “what all fhe 


controversy was ovér "just a pic oS ‘OF loth". 
The image struck tte immediately the Marines 
on Iwo’ Jima’ with their faces ddwni in the 


volcanic ash ‘and looking up at Mount ‘Suribachi 
to. ‘gee the flag being raised... el: 
didn't consider it to.be just. ‘piece o: 

; When I arrived -home ‘that evening, it put 
the fol lowing. thoughts _ down on; paper and _ I 
believe that this expresses my ‘beliefs . and 
my feelings of who I am..and the love I. have 
for this country. 


spe wea fa" Hey” 
'°I was with Colonel Parker and the’ Minute-_ 
men at Lexington and Concord «to hear "The 
Shot Heard ‘Round The World” that ‘began the 
American Revolution. I was with’ ‘General 


at 


Washington when he crossed the’ Delaware and 
suffered with’ his 
at Valley Forge. 
Did 


men in ‘the’ harsh winter 
fight & die for just a.} Of: Cloth? 

I was with Ethan Alien and his Green 
Mountain Boys. at Ticonderoga and. with 
Washington, Hancock, and the Marquis “de 


Lafayette to accept ‘surrender terms at Yorktown 
with the British playing, ‘that old Buropean 
tune "The ane Turned. ‘Upside , Down". 


tf was Seen Rigen Jackson: and Jean. Laffite 
at: the Battle of: New Orleans -in’.1812..- I was 
with Bowie, Crockett, and Travis at the Alamo. 
Did fight .& die for just a- of cloth? 


1 
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3 I was with Lee and Longstreet and all 
the Boys in Gray at Gettysburg. And}j- I> was 
with all the Boys in Blue with General Mead 
and Colonel Chamberlin on Little Round ‘Top. 
I was with Grant in the Wilderness and at 
Vicksburg. I was with both the Blue and the 
Gray when our country was healed at Appomattox. 
Did: they fight & die for just.a piece of cloth? 


I was with Teddy Roosevelt and the Rough. 
Riders on San Juan Hill and with Admiral Dewey 
and. the Great White Fleet in Manila Bay. 
I.was with the Doughboys in World War I, the 
“War To End All wars". ‘And now I lie burried 
in Flanders Field. 

Did 


‘tt was with Admiral “Tsaac Kidd aboard 
ARIZONA that fateful Sunday morning in 1941. 
I wds with the infantry that landed on beaches 


so far away named Omaha, Juno, Utah, Sword, 
_ and Gold. a 
t & die for just a ece of cloth? 


- Did £ 
' I was with General Wainwright on 
Corregidor. I was with: Admiral. Fletcher in 
the. Battle of the Coral Sea... I «was aboard 
ENTERPRISE, HORNET, and YORKTOWN at-Midway. 
Did they fight & die for just a piece of cloth? 
I fought at Kwajalein, the Battle of 
Leyte Gulf, at Bloody Tarawa, Guadalcanal, 
and Iwo Jima and served on Peete. on picket 
duty off Okinawa. - 
Did fight % die for + justia of cloth? 


I flew Saber jets in MIG Alley in North 
Korea and I was. with the Marines at Chason 
Reservoir. I was with the Navy at. Inchon 
Harbor and fought on hills and ridges called 
‘Bloody, Heartbreak, Old Baldy, and Porkchop. 
‘Did they fight & die for just: a. piece of gloth? 


I flew bombing missions over Hanoi and 
was on Rat Patrol in the Mekong Delta. I 
was with the Navy on Yankee Station in the 
Tonkin .Gulf. .I. flew. night missions’ over 
Baghdad and was with the battalions in Desert 
Storm. 
Did : fight & die for just a ieoe of cloth? 


Freedom is not free. It has a price 
and’ it has. been paid many times by many people. 
I am ‘a product of my past. I am what you 
have made me. I am an American and I am free. ; 
(By: H. Maury Drummohd, Executive Director, 
Louisiana Naval War Memorial, ‘USS KIDD DD-661.).. 


ONE OF THE GREATEST PLEASURES OF GROWING 
CD 7S TE PGE ERE ER Oe nee 
SALESMEN. 


fight & die for just a piece of cloth? 


sick sailors - 


DAYS IN THE Live OF TEE E2OTS 


August _1, 1945 At 1535 Typhoon ‘Plan Ray 
is ordered for all ships. in .the.,area,. 


down. topside. and generally getting the. ship 
ready for.a Typhoon expected sometime tomorrow. 

we reported. to CTU: 95.5.3, Captain 
J. M. Kennaday, USN, ComfranDiv-105 for escort — 
assignment during the Typhoon. retirement plan.. 
The FOOTE took station at 1820 on the starboard 
bow of the formation which is composed. of 
one AVP (Seaplane Tender), one AOG. (Gasoline 
Tanker), one LST (Landing Ship Tank), and 
five cargo-type ships. The screen is composed 
of USS FARENHOLT DD-491 (CDS-12), USS STRONG 
DD-467, USS FOOTE pD-511, USS HOPPING 
APD-51, and USS SIMS DD-409. The convoy is 
steaming various courses in a ‘general southerly 
direction. 

It is beginning to rain and get pretty 
rough about sundown - winds are picking up 
- about a Force-4 on the Beaufort Scale. 
Force-4 is moderately strong winds with waves 
becoming longer with white caps. It's going 
to be a long night. 


August 2, 1945 "Rough" describes dt pretty 


well -. everything and everyone is wet. The 
menu is bread and Spam with. some. other - sliced 


meats, cheeses and spreads - thrown in. for 
variety. We are taking green water over the - 
Bridge - back to the old. routine , of. about. 


must be around Foréc-8 - ‘we are ett some 
the churned foam is ‘blown in 
definite streaks with the wind. © Wind: velocity 
is over 100-MPH. The séa is taking on a white 
appearance. It's not official but the pitch 
must be 55-feet and the roll at least 45°. 
Another night that will’ not end - all ‘the 
topside ‘watches have lorig since ‘béen secured. 
Everyone is awake - who could sleep in this?” 


August_3, 1945 It's a great deal better today 
-. the sea has ‘flattened out consi jerably :- and 
the wind has diminished. At 1615. we. head 
for Ie Shima shepherding our collage. of .ships 
at about 10-knots. On- arrival we are - eved. 
of screen duty and ordered to proceed to Kerama 
Retto to resume the patrol. Quties that were 
intérrupted by the Typhoon Plan. on station 
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and commenced patrolling at 2042. The Radio 
Shack news dispatches said 12 more Japanese 
cities, with a ‘population of approximately 
1.5-million: people, have: “Béen..;warned they 
will be destroyed by fire bambs following 
similar warnings to 10. other cities and 
- subsequent B-29 bombings this past week. 
Do-you think the Japs would warn us? 


August 4, 1945 Nothing but morning G.Q. and 
daily routine - no bogies on radar. At 1616 
we are directed to fuel underway from the 
uss MIELICOMA AQ-73 - completed fueling at 
1845 and took station on the starboard bow 
of ‘the’ MILLIOOMA en-route to Hagushi Anchorage. 
Dropped the hook at 2020. 

It has been announced that General Douglas 
MacArthur has assumed control of the Japan 
mainland operation. Japanese radio says they 
expect 800,000 Allied Troups to invade soon). 
but it would cate an seston with suicide 
pilots. © ------— — 

We had a routine evening °G.0. and one 
of the prettiest sunsets in a long, long time. 


August 5, 1945 We went~ to G.Q. at 0215 - 

apparently reconnaissance - very high. Firing 
came pretty close to us but the target was 
too distant for us to open fire. We're still 
running errands - in’ company: with the USS 
FRANK E. EVANS DD-754 and. USS McCOY REYNOLDS 
DE-440, we put out. with a convoy. about 1300 
-. escorted them clear of the island then 
returned to Buckner Bay. at sundown and dropped 
the hook in Anchorage L-30 at 1920. 
; We receive word that near the Philippines 
U.S. Navy personnel have boarded a Japanese 
Hospital Ship. with clear Red Cross markings. 
Aboard they found 1,500 Japanese Soldiers 
with no wounds under their bandages and huge 
stores of guns and ammunition. 


August Gy 1945. We received. orders ae 0953 
to sortie with the USS LA GRANGE APA-124 at 
Chinu Wan and escort her to Buckner Bay. 
Commenced escorting the LA GRANGE. at 1246 
and arrived at Buckner Bay at 1408. 

_ An. incredible. announcement. has just been: 
made by President Truman from .the Cruiser 
USS AUGUSTA CA~31 - the world's: first: ‘atomic 
bomb was dropped today' on the Japanese city 
of Hiroshima by a single B-29 bomber. This. 
bomb is reported to equal over 20,000 tons 
of TNT -. a new age of distruction has | been 
ushered in. 

An impenetrable cloud of; dust over 
Hiroshima has thus far prevented aerial photos. 
to determine the degree of distruction caused 
by this bomb~ estimated to weigh only 400#. 


said that since the Japenese. refused’ the 
ultimatum to surrender. on July, 26th,. the atomic 
bon. was used to spare. the: population. a. rain 
of destruction never before seen.. 

Overseas Radio is telling. the Japanese 
what has been dropped. on Hixoshima in.. hopes. 
they will surrender. Secretary of War, Stimson, 
says the bomb will be a ames help in 
ending the war. 

“It was also announced © that: the first 
test of this new atom bomb occurred on July 
16th near Alamagordo, New Mexico. The bemib 
vaporized an immense stéel” tower and sent 
a mushroom cloud 40 ,000-feet ‘high.’ A 
billion dollar atomic “project has ifvolved’ 
almost: 100,000 people-in: Oak Ridge, Tennessee; ” 
17,000 in Richland, Washington and 7,000:.in 
the new town of Los Alamos in New .México.. 

At first it is hard to. conceive . what. 
has happened, but after a while we all. believe. 
it. Everywhere you go on the ship the talk 
is the same - what will the outcome be of 
this new atomic bomb? A few - avery few 
~ are. concerned with its future thréat® to 
civilization, but most just try to- convince 
themselves the war will be over in a matter 
of days. 


August 7, 1945 All hands are standing by 
expect ing to handle stores for most of the 


day. There is a steady flow of information 
from the Radio Shack. In the shortest press 
cotiference on record, President Truman 


announced that Russia has declared war on 
Japan. Thirty-five nations are now .at. war. 
with the Japanese. 

Reconnaissance photos of yesterday's 
atom bomb raid on Hiroshima shows that: 608. 
of the city was wiped out. ‘The pilot. of - the. 
B-29" ‘that “dropped the bomb was Colonel Paul 
Tibbets and he named fis plane ENOLA GAY, 
after his 57-year old mother. ‘The: Bombardier 
way Major Thomas Ferebee. The ¢réw-was joined 
by’ Captain William Parsttisy ordnance ee 
of the 400# bonb. 

: General Carl Spaatz ann 
B-29 bomber atomic fleet. ig “reddy 
given the order. 

Hardly noticed in the news ‘today - Alfred . 
P. Sloan, President of General Motors. and 
his Vice President of. Research, Dr. Charles . 
F. Kettering, have funded. $4-million to start 
the Sloan-Kettering, Institute for Cancer 
Research in New York citys. 


Abgist , 1945 We got, undérway at 1334, and 
took on fuel from the USS NIOBRARA AO-72. cand 


then it was over to Hagushi Anchorage and 
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fleport to CIV 95.5.6. We ent ‘to: G.Q.° i 
*the evening when enemy aircraft capaeeachied® 
the area - they did not, close - turned away 
or shot down‘by the C.A.P. (Cambat Air Patrol). 

Japanese radio reported today that nearly 
every citizen was killed at Hiroshima. Another 
385 B-29s bombed Tokyo arsenals today as the 
Third Fleet hit Northern Honshu. What will 
it take? 


August 9, 1945 Today the United States dropped 
its ‘second atom bomb on the city. Of Nagasaki 
and~'President. Truman went on’natdonal radio 
and’.threatened Japan with atomic obliteration 
if they don't surrender.. B-29s have dropped 
millions of leaflets over Japan telling about 
the atomic bomb with. promise-.of..more to come. 
Things are happening pretty fast now. 


August 10, 1945 Japan has offered to surrender, 
via Switzerland, according to the Potsdam 
surrender ultimatum, , with, a request for 
‘clarification on the status Of 'Empéror Hirohito. 
The Demei News Service says the Japanese 
Cabinet was unanimous in its vote. The 
Japanese government has filed a protest with 
the U.S. government on the..use of a weapon 
as inhuman as the atotiic bab. Talk to the 
survivors of the Bataan Death March if they 
want to talk "inhumane", ... 
oe It ‘seems that the general. opinion in 
the crew is “let them _keep their Emperor" 
- farm him out and let' s go home. At first 
everyone looked at one another in disbelief 
- is this for real - and, as it soaked in 
a spontaneous shout here and there could be 
heard. Suddenly - everyone . “was running around 
looking for someone to talk to. - too excited 
to sit still - kidding. - shiceting - _ slaps 
on the back - asking questions, never waiting 
‘for an answer - “running off :again in-the middle 
of a sentence. 
“8 A wild, fantastic, incredible celebration 
was ‘touched- off on the beach, which from our. 
position two miles offshore, was.a sight ts 
behold - even if you couldn't believe it. 
Every. Gun Station on the island must be firing 
- Stitching the low clouds with tracers and 
throwing. flak in every direction: "FLASH 
RED" was called from the beach, but no one 
pays any attention. Captain McElwain called 
G.-Q. - so many shells were. bursting. over us 
there was a .mad scramble topside. for: helments 
cover. ‘Strict orders were given to all 
ships that no firing would,.be, tolerated, and 
almost immediately, a. P.T. Boat: tied up.astern 
of the FOOTE began firing:‘a’50-calibre. The 
Bridge started screaming and ‘finally that 
particular burst of. exuberance was ‘quieted 


_-~.-ut, not so on the beach. Three ships: havé 
reported casualties from falling shrapnel 
~ we could see a bunch of guys. on the. beach 
rolling gasoline dmims to ‘one. point ane 
lighting. them off, -the.. flames... flaring: up ..60 
feet or more - a flock of "fly-boys": fs 
hollering over the radio.for somebody. to clear 
the area around the airstrip, they were running 
out of gas and needed to land - and,‘ more 
- than 50 searchlights. were. spinning: “around, 
probing the skies like the world’s Piggest 
premier.;,.. Lots of flares.-were thrown” .up~ 

and fires of all kinds could be seén: all over: 


the island -. those along the watersedge 
bringing the ships into almost daylight 
prominence. 
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The horns, sirens, blasting charges, 
big guns, little guns, laced with the sharp 
staccato Ack-Ack of the anti-aircraft batteries 
close by blended into a concatenation of sound 
that reached us as a contiriual roar, not 
realizing how loud until it began to die out. 
If: there were any Japs around it would have 
scared the hell out of them. 

It began to rain and _ there .were orders 
~- More orders - repeated orders, but nothing’ 
availed for almost an-hour and a half when! 
the greatest celebration of all time began 
to spend itself. 

* We secured from G.Q. about midnight and 
word was passed to all hands in the area <' 
pointing out the news report was unofficial 
- hostilities had not ceased - we were still 


at war - etc. etc. - the old conservative 
wet lanket but hope eprinds eternal and 
the end “=~ the ‘blessed end- is in sight. 


There will be precious little sleep this night. 


August 11, 1945 The FOOTE is underway at 
0253, in company with USS CHARLES AUSBURNE 
DD-570 (OTC) :and USS JOHN A. BOLE DD-755 (New 
Sumer Class Destroyer) to relieve the USS 
CUNNINGHAM DD-752, USS | EVANS DD-552 and USS 
ERWIN DD-794 on R.P. #9 - Radar Picket Station 
- #9 is the last of the original picket stations 
around Okinawa. . LCS-76 and LCS-78 are assigned 
this station as support craft (Pall Bearers). 
Boy! What a come down - from-celebrating the 
end of the war to the last R.P. Station. 

Word reaches us’ that .the surrender 
celebration at Okinawa last night resulted 
in six deaths and thirty injured = what a 
waste. A'news release from Washington reports 
that there were 550 Navy and Army casualties 
yesterday - guess the war is not over. 

; Communications with the Japanese is time 
consuming’, and takes nine steps plus coding 
and decoding through the Swiss Legation in 
Washington then on to Berne, Switzerland to 
the Japanese Legation there and then on to 
Tokyo. President Truman is irked at Japanese 
‘delays and has threatened them with over- 
whelming attacks and more atom bombs unless 
‘they zespond promptly - YES or NO to the 
Potsdam surrender ultimatum. : 

That got their attention - YES, YES 
PLEASE. The Allies have decided to let the 
Emperor remain, subject to the. occupation 
chief's implementation, : bot will insist on 
free elections. General MacArthur has been 
designated to accept the .surrender. 

oust san. capes ee ane for two 
hours at sundown . those . Japs are ‘sneaky 


devils. Everything is very ‘calm and peaceful 


FOOTE NOTES 


- good for lots of: day-dreaming. Is it just \ 
the calm before the storm — or is it real??? » 


August 12, 1945. Repeated warnings of , no 
relaxing of vigilance. Most of the time off 
watch is spent hanging around the radio for. 
information - any information. "Scuttle Butt" 
is rampant. Today the.’ Radio Shack posted 
a copy of the text. of our ‘stipulations | to. 
Japan. G.Q. again at 2110 - appeared to be 
friendly. 

At 2300 we received CTF-95 secret dispatch: 
#120605 addressed to CIG-95:5 which directs: 
CIG to discontinue and vacate Radar Bickiet: 
Station #9 this’ date. At.-2313. R.P...4#9 
secured. The USS FOOTE has’ the distinction: 
of ser serving on and securing the last. Picket 
Station in the Okinawa area. Set course for 
Hagushi Anchorage. 


eed 
aa) ia 


THIS & THAT 
ARTS & CRAFTS 


fogef 


Don't forget that special item you have 
been thinking about for the raffle at this 
reunion. If you are not handy with your ‘hands 
or creative just pick an item you are es 
to part with that is interesting, old, 
or unique. 

This is a fun event and helps keep our 
Treasury healthy. Get it made or set it aside, 
but don't forget to bring it to Kimbérling 
Im Resort. 


BOSTON, MA 1990 


. It's back to where the USS FOOTE. was 
commissioned on 22 .December 1942 = BOSTON. 
Marie Chalmers will give a report on. what. 
she has planned for the group... in 1999.: 
Approximately 70% of the crew lived within. 
150-miles of Boston, so we should have a tc 
attendance. tT 


MEMBERSHIP 


At press time 80.0% “of the USS FOOTE 
ASSOCIATION members were in good tana 
That is about what it has ‘been 
past years. The great, support that your lis 
and donations provide allows us’ to have the 
best Destroyer Reunion Association in. thé’ 
country. With your support we have’ been able’ 
to ‘maintain the FOOTE NOTES on a quarterly’ 
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‘pasis and most important, keep those former USS FOOTE CAPS 


shipmates who are shut-ins or can not travel if 


in touch. Our hearty thanks for your support. iy Boetote) our Sure, Das 


USS FOOTE CAPS that he plans to bring to the 
reunion this year. He sells them for what 
it cost to have them made. If you don't have 
a cap or want to replace yours - see ‘Teddy 
at the reunion. , 


NEWS SUNDAY, AUGUST 12, 1945 


The Nagasaki atomic bomb made the bomb 
dropped on Hiroshima obsolete says Princeton 
Professor Henry Smythe. He said its power 


LITTLE BEAVER REUNIONS 


USS CHARLES AUSBURNE DD-570 to destroy was heightened by the mid-air 

Baton Rouge, LA explosion. 

Holiday Inn East : : ; 

Oct. 18 - 21, 1998 ‘ The world's mightest aircraft carrier, 
the USS MIDWAY, is about to be launched. 

USS CLAXTON DD-571 Its flight deck is the length of three football 

Seattle, WA fields. 

Double Tree SeaTac ; ae 

Sept. 9 - 12, 1999 It's reported that up to 5-million workers: 


may be out of a job when war production ends. 
Further it is expected 5-million servicemen 
je Wor as will be looking for work within the year. 


Oct. 7 - 10, 1998 In the stock market, war issues faded 
today after news of the surrender as peace 
Sg shares advanced. The Dow Jones closed off 
’ 1 : 
DeLBie es HOLAL ess than a point at 165.14 


USS CONVERSE DD-509 


Oct. 14 - 17, 1998 Secretary of the Interior, Harold Ickes, 
Al th . 

USS FOOTE DD-511 proposes Alaska become the 49th state 

Branson, MO The 17-story Hotel Ansonia on 74th Street, 

Kimberling Inn Resort New York City has sold for $2.5-million. 

Oct. - 5, 1998 Byron Nelson leads Herman Barron and 

USS STANLY DD-478 Sam Snead at the Spring Lake, New Jersey golf 

Pensacola, FL tournament. The winning pro gets $1,500. 

Holiday Inn Bay Breeze 

Oct. 14 - 18, 1998 

USS THATCHER DD-514 

San Diego, CA 

Quality Inn Donald Siders is seriously ill and is 

Sept. 16 - 19, 1998 being cared for at home. Our thoughts and 


If any of the "Little Beavers" are having Prayers are with Don and Mary. 
a reunion in your area, drop by their 


Hospitality Room and introduce yourself, Jim Lord is home convalescing from a 
they will be glad to see you. battle with E.Coli or whatever ailment..that. . 
dropped him - certainly, it was serious. “enough . 

CHECK ON THE WEB - even though the doctors were not able to 


nail it down for certain. He is home getting. 
For those of you who have computers you his share of TLC from Gloria ard .trying...to. 
may enjoy visiting the web site: stay away from those E.Coli 


Al 
http: //www.cds23navy .mil/ he is doing well they will not be at the 


‘ ‘ reunion this year. 
It has ship histories of the original “Little 


Beavers" and even visits ships of the modern Word reaches me that Bd and Mary Mazepa 
day DesRon-23. are about to weasel out of attending the 
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the reunion in Missouri this year. Did Ed I called Amme Meyer and she told me 


hear there may be an "off year" election? 


Joe Ney'’s wife, Helen, passed away on 
June 21, 1998 after a lengthy illness. We 
extend the sympathy of the entire FOOTE group 
to the Ney family. Ted Mottola and Bill Patsos 
went to the wake. 


Russel T. Winsett has moved - his new 
address is 906 Atlantic Ave., N. Wildwood, 
NJ 08260. You will recall that Russel's 


wife, Anne,- passed away on 1-26-95 while they 
were down in Florida. 


For the second year Jerry Lasley is acting 
in the production of a theater group in his 
area. This year they have produced a msical/ 
comedy/variety show titled "SHUFFLE OFF THE 
BUFFALO, BILL". As I understand the plot 
it's a story about a small 19th century town 
during a drought and their attempt to hire 
a "rain maker". ‘The play is laced with corny 
stories about farmers and cowboys mixed in 
with chorale and solo numbers from Broadway 
productions - like "Annie Get Your Gun", "Paint 
Your Wagon", "Oklahoma", etc. Jerry plays 
three parts (guess they are short on actors) 
~ Mike, Wally and Tex. And, he not only has 
lines - he sings. It never ceases to amaze 
me the talent we have in our group. 


John Duke had a heart attack on May 7th 
and spent a couple of weeks in the hospital. 
They did an angioplasty and since have given 
him a stress test. The results were good 
and John is convalescing at home. He and 
Teresa thought it best if they skipped this 
year's reunion. 


In a brief note to Jerry Lasley, Victor 
Smith said he was involved in an automobile 
accident and suffered a broken neck. He is 
getting along pretty well at this point, but 
can not make the reunion. 


Bea Bocca writes that she will be in 
Sicily discovering her roots during this year's 


reunion, but hopes to be in Boston. Hope 
she doesn't find a "root canal" is needed. 
After a lengthy illness Richard A. 


passed away on Memorial Day. 
He was with one of his sons down in Texas 
at the end. Everyone will recall that Dick's 
wife, Margery, passed away last year after 
being ill for several years. 


Sylvan had just gotten home after a cldése 
call - major stomach surgery and a three 
week hospital stay. He is now going through 
a lengthy convalescence. Looks like this 
year is out for them.. Take care Sylvan and 
we will plan on seeing you in Boston. 


Oris Bennett canceled plans for he and 
Christina to attend the reunion this year. 
Christina has had some medical problems and 
Oris thought it best to skip this year. 


Max Flynt called on June 30th and said 
he and Evelyn would have to cancel their 
plans to attend the reunion this year. Evelyn 
has suffered a stroke and is in an assisted 
care facility. 


Marie Commolly tells me that they have 
a wedding that will conflict with this year's 
reunion. John doesn't like it too much - 
he is afraid he'll lose his job at the Sunday 
night raffle. 


After a long absence, Les and Georgia 
Pimell plan to be at this year's reunion. 
Living in Union, Missouri, they have been 
to Branson many times - sounds like a good 
source of information. 


Marian Allen caught a good case of the 
shingles from that necklace she bought in 
Mexico at last year's reunion. Not only 
did she get the shingles, but her neck is 
still green - lots of side effects from those 
"gold" Mexican necklaces. 


Bad luck has befallen Ruth Chadwick 
and taken her discretionary funds that she 
planned to spend for thiS year's reunion 
trip. The transmission went out in her car 
and we all know what those things cost. 
Don't give up, Ruth. 


I talked to John Kearns and he said 
they would not be at the reunion in Branson. 
Circumstances preclude the trip this year. 


TAPS 


Richard A. Muterspaugh----------- 5-25-98 


USS FOOTE LIVED 3 YEARS 3 MONTHS & 27 DAYS.... 
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1942 
Aug. 7 
8-8 
17 
20-21 
23-25 
31 
Sept. 1 
5 
12-15 
15 
23-Oct 9 
Oct-Dec 
Oct. 11-12 
22-26 
26-27 
Nov.12-13 
30 
Dec. 11 
1943 
Jan. 29-30 
._ Feb. 1-8 
9 
24 
Mar.- Apr. 
Mar. 6 
June 30 
July 6 
13 
Aug = 1-2 
6-7 
Oct. 6-7 
27 


Nov. 1 
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SOLOMONS OPERATIONS — August 7, 1942 - November 2, 1943 


U.S. 1st Marines land on Guadalcanal and across the sound on Tulagi and Gavatu 

Battle of Savo island— U.S. cruisers Astoria, Quincy, Vincennes, HMAS Canberra & 1 DD sunk in nighg. acti 
Henderson Field on Guadalcanal fully operational for Marine aviators 

Battle of the Tanaru River—- Marines repulse first Japanese counterattack 1 
Battle of Eastern Solomons. Saratoga pilots sink light carrier Ryujo; CV Enterprise damaged, retires to Peart 
for repairs; pilots and planes left at Guadalcanal 

Saratoga torpedoed by Jap sub; out of action for 3 months; torpedo pilots & planes to Guadalcanal. 
Seabees (Navy construction battalion) arrive in Guadalcanal 

Off Lunga Point, Japs sink 2 U.S. destroyer transports in night action 

Battle of Bloody Ridge. Marines inflict heavy losses on Japanese 

USS Wasp (CV-7) sunk off eastern Solomons by Japanese submarine 
Battles along Matanikau River. "Edson’s Raiders” soundly defeat Japs moving to recapture Hehderson Field. 
"Washing-Machine Charlie” & "Louie the Louse” make daily midnight runs to bomb Marines on Guadalcanal: 
Battle of Cape Esperance (2nd Battle of Savo). U.S. cruisers San Francisco, Salt Lake City, Boise, Helena: & 
5 DDs repulse Japanese convoy to Guadalcanal. DD Duncan sunk 

Battle for Henderson Field — 22,000 Japanese soldiers attack and suffer heavy losses 

Battle off Santa Cruz Island— Jap fleet of 4 CV, 4 BB, 14 CA & CL, 44 DD move to recapture Henderson Field; 
met by U.S. force of 2 CV, 1 BB, 6 CL, 14 DD. Two Jap CV and 1 CA damaged. U.S. carriers Hornet sunk 
and Enterprise damaged; DD Porter sunk. The enemy advance to Guadalcanal stopped 

Naval Battle of Guadalcanal (3rd Battle of Savo)— Japanese force repulsed in night & day actions. U.S. loses. 
cruisers Juneau, Atlanta; DDs Walke, Benham, Preston, Barton, Manssen, Laffey & Cushman; CA San... 
Francisco & BB South Dakota sustain heavy damage; DD Sterett hit by 11 shells. Japs lose 2 BB, 4 DD. Marine: 
airmen sink 6 Jap DD transports; artillery sink 4 more second day. 

Battle of Tassafaronga— CA Northampton sunk; CAs Minneapolis, New Orleans, Pensacola badly damaged. 
U.S. torpedo boats attack 10 DDs off Guadalcanal, sinking 1; 1 U.S. PT boat lost 


Battle of Rennell Island— U.S. heavy cruiser Chicago sunk 
Japanese evacuate 11,706 soldiers fram Guadalcanal (Operation "KE"} 
Guadalcanal secured. Of 36,000 Japanese troops, 14,800 killed, 9,000 die of disease, 1,000 captured. Jap 
losses: 2 BB, 3 CA, 11 DD, 6 SS. U.S. Marine losses: 1,600 killed and 4,200 wounded; Navy losses: 2 CV, 
6 CA, 2 CL, 14 DD. 

The tide in the Pacific War turns in favor of the United States. 
Russell Island (30 mi. NW of Guadalcanal) taken. No resistance; air strip built 
New U.S. planes arrive — F6F & F4U fighters; B-24 bombers ("Liberator") 
Two Japanese DDs sunk in night action in Vila Gulf, Kolombangara 
Campaign for New Georgia begins. Rendova occupied; Munda airfield finally taken Aug. 5 
Battle of Kula Gulf— Japanese DD transports landing troops on Kotombangara intercepted in night action. U. . 
loses cruiser Helena; Two enemy DD sunk 
Battle of Kolombangara—- Night battle. U. S. lose DD Gwin, CLs Honolulu & St. Louis badly damaged; Japs . 
lose 1 CL 
Fifteen U.S. PT boats intercept 4 Japanese DD off Kolombangara. PT 109, commanded by Lt. John F. 
Kennedy, rammed and sunk 
Battle of Vella Gulf— DDs Dunlap, Craven, Maury, Lang, Sterett, & Stack sink 3 Japanese DD transports in| 
night action : 
Battle of Vella Lavella— Last engagement in central Solomons. Japanese evacuate troops on Vella Lavella. Each‘: 
side loses one DD we 
Marines tand on Treasury Islands. Secured Nov. 6. 
Marines land at Cape Torokina, Empress Augusta Bay on Bougainville 


2__Battle of Empress Augusta Bay— U.S. fleet of 4 CLs and 8 DDs encounter enemy force of 2 CAs, 2 CLs, and” 
6 DOs. Two Jap ships sunk; bs. lose none. — 


U.S. gains contral of entire Solomons chain 


BB= Battleship; CA= Heavy Cruiser; CL= Light Cruiser; CV= Aircraft Carrier; DD = Destroyer; SS= Submarine 


{R.B. Morland, comp.).” 
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Breaking 
the Bismarcks Barrier 


With [lustrations 


An Atlantic Monthly. Press. Book 


‘LE, BROWN AND. GOMPANY - BOSTON 
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ner.” * Samet 143000 men and 63095 tons of cierites had ‘be 
ashore in eight hours’ working time. 
With. night. coming on,.our fighter cover situires an 
ships, juiciest targets the enemy had ever seen so near to his 
base, lay open to air. attack. In addition, strong Japanese su 
forces known .to. be in Rabaul might attack under cov 
darkness. It was-imperative that all ships withdraw for the: 
Accordingly, at 1800, Admiral ‘Wilkinson ordered. all t 
transports. under way, and Commodore Reifsnider led them. 
out through the, difficult channel by which he had approai 
‘The: four. partially unladen ships contained vital stores. Wilki 
convinced: by General Vandegrift that the immediate need justi 
- their exposure to air attack next day, detached them from hes 
force ‘at-midnight and sent them back to Empress Augusta 
‘under ‘the Commodore in Hunter Liggett. 
A: scout plane then -reported. the sortie of Admiral. Ome 
cruiser forcesfrom Rabaul. Wilkinson therefore- ordered: Rei 
nider to -reverse'course and-resume retirement until further ord 
Soon the glad-news came over the radio, first of Merrill’s int 
ception of the enemy, and then of his victory. Reifsnider cot 
return to. Torokina. : 
The Marines-ashore, after a supper of K rations, passed a dat 
‘uncomfortable and uneasy night, watching flashes of light over: 
western: horizon which told-them that 2 naval battle was in Progr 
2 Endors ent on Commo, Reifsnider’s Report. The air score, in. comp 
Fe ee! Sarit hie cccsson oar on Seay eacerea 


reap made .5: maj. 
fighter’ planes and:sank MeCawley at Rendova, destroyed 4. fighter 
and scored a‘near miss on Wadsworth this time. 


CHAPTER xvii 


The Battle of Bkpres Augusta Bay 


2N pete: 1943 


UCCESSFUL as the landings. were, everyone expected the 
Japanese Navy to attempt another Savo Island. And they were + 
ot disappointed. The principal enemy bid to break up the land- 4 
é ! 


ings developed in the early hours of 2 November. 
Admiral Koga preferred to keep Combined Fleet and most of 
- the Eighth Fleet at Truk, beyond Allied bombing range; but Vice 
- Admiral Sentaro Omori, Comerudiv 5, happened to be at Rabaul on i | 
-30 October after bringing in a convoy. Admiral Samejima, Com- 
mander Eighth Fleet, more embarrassed than happy at this sud- 
den increase’ of strength, wanted to send Omori back to Truk, 
but Koga felt that the opportunity was too good to. be missed, 
and overruled him. So at rooo October 31, Samejima ordered — 
Omori to: get under way with all-Eighth. Fleet ships present — 
his own heavy cruiser division (Myoko and .Hagura), two light 
cruisers and two destroyers — to intercept-an American task force 
reported to be steaming up the Slot. This. was Merrill's bom- 
bardment mission. As we know, Merrill left the Slot to bombard 
the Buka Passage airfields, and so Omori, steaming along toward 


Rear Admiral Merrill’s Action Report” 3 Nov. 1943 includes: 
‘shart; Capt. Burke’s Action Report 4 Nov. 1943. also i is. valuable, b 
ee srvolved 20 pe. Capt. Raiph*:Parker’s” comments.” 
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the Treasuries, missed him. When the Japanese received word a 
0230 November 1 that Merrill was off Buka, Omori returned te 
Rabaul. 

Upon his arrival, at 1100, Admiral Samejima, who had got wor 
of the landings that morning at Torokina, ordered him to escort. 
counter-landing force of a thousand soldiers embarked in fivi 
APDs, and also to break up the American amphibious forces. An 
he gave him four more destroyers which (in Omori’s words) “hac 
just come in on that tide.” No chance for a conference or a battle 
plan; just a pick-up job as we had assembled at Tassafaronga a 
Kolombangara. But Tjuin, the victor at Vella Lavella, was some 
body worth picking up. 

With this augmented force Omori sortied at 1700 November 
After reaching St. George Channel, where the. transports sho 
have joined, he was told that they were not ready; he had to w; 
for them until 2030, and when they did join he found they cou 
do no better than 26 knots. Fo add to Omori’s discomfiture, his 
force sighted a United Stares.submarine, and lost more time eva 
ing it. Then, at 2120,'a plane dropped a bomb close aboard crui 
Sendai? Assuming that he had -been sighted, and in view of 
several delays, the Admiral decided he could not make the cou 
ter-landing that night. He radioed Samejima recommending that 
be called off, but that he be allowed to attack che American trat 
ports, which he assumed were still in Empress Augusta Ba 
other wards he proposed to do: what Mikawa had failed to d 
9 August 1942. Samejima agreed; the five troop-laden APDs 
turned to Rabaul, Omori bent on 32 kmots and continued so 
Here is his task organization: — 


TOROKINA INTERCEPTION FORCE, Rear Admiral Sentaro O 
Cruiser Division 5, Rear Admital Omori 
MYOKO, HAGURO 
Screen, left flank, Rear Admiral Matsuji Join 
Light cruiser * SENDAI, destroyers SHIGURE, SAMIDARR, SHIRATSUYU 
Screen, right flank, Rear Admiral Morikaza Osugi 
Light cruiser acano, cere NAGANAMI, “HATSUKAZE, WAKATSUEI 
* Sunk in this action. 


2We- have = unable to divcaver what pla this was, 


_ the position, course and speed of 


. The Batile of. Empress Augusta Bay 307, 
While Omori was rushing south, Rear Admiral Merrill’s cruisers 


©. and Commander B. L. (“Count”) Austin’s Desdiv 46 were passing 


a quiet day at sea near Vella Lavella, cleaning up and resting * after 
their two bombardment missions of 1 November. Captain ‘Arleigh 
Burke, whose Destroyer Division 45 was low on fuel owing to 
some fast stepping during the second bombardment, had been sent 


_to refuel from a barge in Hathorn Sound at the head of Kula Gulf. 
- Burke finished this job at 1630 and made best speed to rejoin Mer- 


ill, which he did at 2315. Merrill was already steaming north to 
intercept Omori, of whose movements he had been accurately in- 


formed by reconnaissance: planes.* But Omori did not expect to 
encounter anything but transports. . 


Merrill selected a meeting point well to the west of Empress 
Augusta Bay, and set course and speed accordingly. He.deployed 


-his force on a north and south line of bearing of unit.guides, the 


leading destroyer three miles ahead of flagship Montpelier. The 
cruisers were spaced. 1000 yards, and there was a 3000-yard inter- 


_ val between the rear cruiser and the’ flagship of Destroyer. Division 


46. Although this was the classic formation for such a force when 
going into night action, it differed in one essential respect from the 
tight column used a year earlier. “The destroyers were not tied in 
close to the main battle line, and held there within gun range. They 
were loose, well removed from the cruisers, with flexibility and 
freedom of action. They were used offensively instead of defen- 
sively, and were sent in to fire their torpedoes | before opening gun- 
fire. nos 

Merrill’s force was composed as follows; the ships are listed in 
order of battle:.— 


8 Since thi terrible example afforded by the Savo Island battle of what fatigue 


. can do to fighting men, the ships’ ‘internal organization had been rearranged in 
_ order to give personnel a certain amount of rest even during 
_ activity; and our battle-hardened blucjackets had learned the soldier’s trick of 
: Ee completely when noc working. 


iods of continuous 


és which tracked and. _scouravely. reported 

é’ Japanese tft force were piloted by Army 

ober Pathan peilence of che Seok which: exists between the several 

perio regent spegrrate 9 Action R ort p. 41.) Admiral Mer- 
Hill deserbes the reports of these pilots as “phenome ly accurate! 

5 Admiral Pye’s comments, sec. 10. 


at the two reconnaissance | 
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hs oe, sabe, THESIS, Rear Admiral A. Stanton Merrill in Manspelier 
eee _ Van Desirdyers: (Desdiv 45), Captain Arleigh A. Burke (Comdesron 23) 
“CHARLES F.. AUSSUENE Commander L. K. Bevonks 
- DYSON - Commander R. A. Gano 
: * SXANEY ra “~ Commander R. W. 
CLAXTON Commander H. F. Stout, S 
aie ene Ma Body (Eradiv 12), Rear Admiral Merrill: 
MONTPELIER RG. Tobin 
CLEVELAND Captain A. G. oleae 
COLUMBIA - Captain FA. Beatty... 
panvEa ‘Captain RP. Briscoe: 
in . _-Rear Destroyers (Desdiv 46), Commander B. 1. Anstia ; 


* stars ‘ier hte, pociie | in the overcast, except wien a rain. 


ae » glmedes ,The'sea was calm, light airs were blowing from the 
southwest, and flashes ‘6f lightning were observed to the. south. 
- At ojo “November 2 an American plane flew in out of the 


opened up Some side plating and slowed the Japanese formation 
to 30 knots: Ten minutes later, 2 float plane from Hagure reported 
“one cruiser and three destroyers” about 50 miles off shore. This 
was Merrill’s force, badly underestimated. Omori, altered. course 
to engage, | but just after doing so, at 0200, he got ward that. an- 
other scout plane had dropped flares over Empress Augusta Bay 
“many . transports unloading troops.” Since no 
: Bay, the plane must have seen the 
e, Gamble and Sicard escorted by de- 
_  -  ugtroyeedRenshe just laid a protective mine field north 
rae anes meres e zetiring. Lieutenant Commander ‘Lark, 
whe led them, reported to Admiral Merrill at .9222.that.he was re- 

Ye age eae eit seog "Tim ier pened 
sai Ae ee ete course, and had a: feompesrwy seat.for . 


pe cca 0 


ee 


shy 


darkness and:.dropped 2 bomb on heavy cruiser. Haguro which. 


.~ for-an initial torpedo attack,.to chold his crui 


Watts Family File #2 


The Battle of Empress Angastengs 


that the best, defense for. the: transports. was. 
casio GEES was..“to, maintain the 


enemy wesmward jn. order to,gain sea room 
ete to. the. maximum.effective range of Jai 
16,000 to 20,000 yards,.in. order té protect 


fate of: Helena. He planned to detach the 
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fish struck home, and to give his destroyer commanders complete 
freedom of action once they were detached. Both plan and doctrine 
were well known to Burke but imperfectly so to Austin, who had 
just joined. 

Omori, after receiving the false report of transports unloading 
troops, changed course at 0200 toward Empress Augusta Bay. He 
was in cruising disposition, in three columns: Ijuin’s screen on the 
left; Omori’s two heavies in the center; Osugi’s screen on the right, 
sooo meters or more between columns. Some of his ships had 
radar, but the operators were poor and Omori relied whoily on 
visual sighting. This time, Japanese eyes and binoculars Were not 
so good as American radar. 

At 0227 November 2, when Task Force 39 was steaming course 
345° on line of bearing, speed 28 knots, about 20 miles W by S of 
Cape Torokina, “apple gadgets” (surface pips) began to appear 
on the flag radar screen, range 35,900 yards. “Believe this is what 
we want!” reported Montpelier’s combat information center. It 
was the left enemy column; the other two showed up on the 
screen presently. Immediately after radar contact, Merrill changed 
course to due north, putting his ships in three columns; at 0231 
Barke’s four van destroyers shoved off, according té plan, to de- 
liver a torpedo attack on the enemy’s flank. ‘At 0239 Merrill re- 
versed his cruisers by a simultaneous 180° turn, instructing the 
rear destroyers to countermarch and become the van, and then to 
attack on the enemy’s southerly flank with torpedoes as soon as 
they could get on the target. The battle now broke up into three 
distinct actions from our point of view; one by the cruisers, and 
one by each destroyer division. But from Omori’s point of view it 
was all the same. 

The Japanese admiral, at or about o245, received two reports of 
the American position. A reconnaissance aircraft dropped a flare 
over Merrill’s force, and light cruiser Sendai sighted it. Omori then 
ordered simultaneous turns.right, to a southwésterly course, both 
in ofder to get into battle formation, and to close. While making 
this loop, between 0250 and‘0252, the Sendai column fired about 
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eight corpedoes. Thirty seconds before they launched, Merrill, who- 
had been tensely waiting for Captain Burke’s torpedoes (launched 

at 0246) to strike home, received a report from his C.LG.-of. the. a 
enemy’s movement and ordered his cruisers to commence gunfire. ie 
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Shiratsuyu, in her column, collided while trying to. avoid the 6-inch 
salvos, and hauled out from the battle. A pretty good initial score 
for Merrill — one cruiser and two destroyers eliminated when his 
guns were scarcely warm. Owing, however, to Omori’s right turn, 
none of the 25 torpedoes fired by Burke’s four destroyers found a 
target. The Japanese opening salvos, in the usual compact patterns 
that they favored, were short and ahead; bur their star. shell il- 
-fumination was brilliant. To counteract this, Merrill’s cruisers made 
_ smoke and, at about 02514. turned: simultaneously to course 200° 
in order to maintain their range, which was then about 19,000 


yards. J Asa result of these countermeasures, “and perhaps because: - 


. we lead purer lives” (as Admiral Merrill remarked), his cruisers 
received not.one hit during the first half hour. 

‘Omori’s two heavies, Myoko and Haguro i in the center column, 
tarned south at o2z50. Next, failing to locate their enemy, they 
- ‘completed a 360-degree loop. The southern column, the Agano 
group under Rear Admiral Osugi (whose tactics in this action the 
Japanese regarded as deplorable), followed the center in a vague 


and uncertain manner. At this time Merrill’s 6-inch shells were © 


falling all around the ships ¢ of both the Myoko and the Agano col- 
umns. American gunnery was. good — the third salvo “walked right 
into the target.” * Hatsukaze, third ship of Osugi’s..colixhn, ‘was 
doing her best to dodge when she cut between cruisers Myoko 
and Haguro and collided wich the former, at 0307. Myoko sheared 


off two of the destroyer’s tubes and carried a chunk of her star- 


board bow back to Rabaul; Omori thought he had sunk her. 
Merrill in the meantime was doing some radical maneuvering, as 

may be seen on. our charts. At 0301, after steering south for some 

20 minutes, he started the first ‘loop of a colossal figure 8. The pur- 


pose of this maneuver was Partly to shake off Desdiv 46, which 


was slow in clearing the cruisers’ line of fire, and partly to hold an 
advantageous range; but mostly to make the torpedo-and-gun solu- 


tion more difficult for the enemy. Merrill maneuvered his cruisers 


So Omori told the writer in tos0; he added that Merrill’s firs ales was. 
aver,, and he’ maneuvered to: keep the ‘rest over. 
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‘so smartly and kept them at such a range that no enemy t 


- age, however, was inflicted on the enemy during 


" 9326. At that time, sitice the range had closed to 
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could hit, no matter how accurate a solution the Japanese 
work out; for by. the time their torpedoes had completed thei 
the intended victims were somewhere else. 

All this time the American cruisers were dishing out - 6-incl 
fire from long range as they zigzagged violently at 30 knots. Ac 
ral Merrill gave high praise to his captains for maintaining 
tion “during more than an ‘hour of very violent maneuvi 
voice radio amidst the deafening din, and fora portion « of the 
under a Heavy cloud of chemical or funnel smoke. 


took’six hits but four of them were duds; she slowed down. 
0315 bur quickly picked up speed.- -Omori had: ot 
his enemy (at 0313); he then turned from co 
Se ee ee 


tunately failed to detonite but let in so much 
to cut comers to keep ‘up, although her sister s 


eaheeo destroyers, were steaming in a general SSE « 
verging with the course, due south, that Admiral M 


completing the lower loop of his figure 8. 

_ Enemy planes now approached Merrill’s farce and di 
white and colored ‘flares.’ At that point in the 
cloud ceiling over the cruisers: which acted as a si 
the flares and star shell. These brilliancly lighted u 


* Commodore Reiter i his Action Report sae 
lights lanes e 0337 2 r transports 
ard Merl “Weil will at's considerable distance they: 
back coward TF 39.” ; were undoubtedly the planes thar 
but they_could not be seen from the omnes 
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ful cruisers spouting flame as their prows hissed through the black 

waters, in which their salvos were reflected as broken splashes of 
- orange light. Geysers from the enemy’s 8-inch misses rose deliber- 
_ ately from the sea like fountains in some princely garden, flashed 

red, green. and golden as they reflected the flares and the cruisers’ 


gunfire, poised. immobile for a split second, and rumbled back in a 


sparkle and glitrer of phosphorescent spume. It was one of those 
rare.moments of awful beauty that naval warfare occasionally 


_vouchsafes to. those who occupy: their business in great waters. 


Omori, nevertheless, was much disappointed at the performance 
of his star shell. Some fizzled out, others fell short, and he had only 


ten for each 8-inch gun. Sucti visual effect as he got was completely 


* deceptive;'he saw two high (geysers arise on the engaged sidé of 
each of Merrill’s three cruisers, and assumed that these near-misses 


‘own smoke — and he thought he had sunk them. This happened ~ 


; pathless deep, Destroyer. Division 45 went off on a cruise by i itself eo 
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were torpedo hits; the cruisers then disappeared — probably in their 


at 0327. The Japanese admiral greatly overestimated both the 
number and the types of ships that were opposing him.*. Three of- 
his destroyers were out of action and Sendai was going down. So, 
believing he had done a good night’s work and should: tempt | luck 
no further, he ordered a general retirement at 0337. 

While Merrill’s cruisers were tracing intricate patterns, on the 


and Division 46 was in trouble. Burke’s ships, after launching 't tor 
pedoes at 0246, became separated in the darkness. It required ; a 

hour for the Captain to reform his “Little Beavers” and come-{ 
circle to his former firing position, There at 0349 he encou 
a target, the sinking Sendai, made several sear i and 


went in hot pursuit of them. Presencly he made radar contact 
Spence, Commander Austin’ s Alagship. patie a ee g al 


ees and are going to open op to which Spence epi, “Oh-o 
don’t do it — that’s us!” oe 

Sadly enough, i it was not Spence but Samidare or SBiratsuyy we 
thus obtained grace. Division 45 was then heading a little south of. 
west, At 0457, out of touch with his Admiral, Burke: executed.a | 
right 180° turn, at the end of which his radar screen: 
other target to the southeast. Spence was already w 
ship, the’ damaged. Hatsukaze, at’ point-blank 
afire from stém to stern. Austin requested Burke 
off; so the squadron commander turned again, 
0518 and, at 0539, had the satisfaction of seemg 
There were no survivors. Day was breaking as 
to rejoin the cruisers. 


8 Omori believed, vatil informed otherwise by che writer i 
been opposed by 7 heavy cruisers and 12 destroyers. 
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The four destroyers of Division 46 had already accumulated all 


rear, their radar contact on the enemy was delayed, and‘so ‘they 
“Jost the opportunity to deliver “a torpedo attack before gunfire 


if 


é was out of formation at 0245! whieh "asia, 
hevag made radar contact, turned another 90° to course W_ in 
. search of a good. ‘torpedoing position. Foote soon: disédvéred her” 
~ error and endeavored to rejoin,. bue while hot-footing it in Austin’s: 
direction she ran smack into a Japanese torpedo that was intended 
EF for the. cruisers. Her's Stern was blown off by the explosion-and she 
ss went.dead‘in the water sight in the cruisers’ ‘path; Cleveland: had to 
use’ full fudder' to iliss her’ by roo yards. a turtling:right 


the bad luck on the American side. Owing to their distance to the” 


cme cane. misunderstood the Admiral’s signal to counter-— 


"opportunity to fire petos: at 4000 to 6000. ds’ 
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oma Spince at 0320 received a shell hit at’ ‘the: waterline 
in such a manner ¢ that salt water entered a fuel tank and later 


was able see a shot. On top of all that, he said | an ¢ 


officer insisted that Me: large pips on the rad: 
“friendly. 2 » 
~~ Austin now: are north in eth of other tar 
tered light cruiser Sendai making circles in the s: 
‘she had been hit, and still hitting back. Spence: 
eight torpedoes at ‘her at 0328. Two explosions. 
they did not smk-her; Burke, as we have seen, . 
grace eleven miriutés-later. Spence, Thatcher 
headed nogthwest, '6vérhauling Samidare and Shir 
been standing by Sendai but started away upon. 
A: brisk little torpedo-and gunfire action ensued, 
appeared able to hit the other, alchough range at one 
3000 yards: arid Division 46 fired 19 torpedoes. 
with little fuel left, alternately lost and gained suc 
diluced her fuel tanks, so Austin designated Com 
of Thatcher'as O;T-.C,, sheered‘out of column a 
a wide circle to the west:and south which put S, 
side of the Pepa at: Dilestaes Barks was then. 


«he don’t need two now!” 
~ 39 Cdr, Ai tad ee CLC. for the bridge on, 
his bridge PPI. (Position Plo Indicator) scope went, 
sonnel became disoriented wile ae Svbion comms 
ee i 
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at 0425. Austin promptly voice-radioed to Burke, “We have just 
had another bad close miss. Hope you are not shooting at us,” 
to which Burke replied, “Sorry but you'll have to excuse the next 
four salvos as they are already on their way!” Spence, as one = 
expect, took very radical evasive action. 

At oq454 Austin heard the Admiral’s order for all destroyers to 
join the flagship, As a target still showed on the radar screen he 
closed it to 4ooo yards and opened fire. Spence’s ammunition was 
running so low that Austin had to request Burke to-take over and 
finish the job, a commission joyfully executed. That target was 
Hatsukaze, and as day was breaking both Burke and Austin saw her 
roll over. and sink. Spence was now ready to call jt a night, and fell 
in with Division. 45.as it retired. Thatcher and Converse; which had 
turned eastward at 415, also retired. 

Merrill’s. cruisers, in the meantime, were off on 2 20-mile j jaunt 
to the west in search of more targets. Wounded Hatsukaze, the only 
one that they encountered, was fired at a few minutes before 
0500, at a range of 17,500 yards, but apparently the cruisers did not 
hasten her demise..Burke, around os00, asked permission to pursue 
fugitives and. search for survivors, but the Admiral expected a 
heavy air attack at dawn and wished to gather his chickéng near, 
if not under .his wings; Reifsnider’s transports, too, were on his 
mind. So he instructed Burke to collect all destroyers and rendez- 
vous at the position where Foote had been torpedoed. At 0505, 
when. the flagship had reached a point about 1014 miles west of 
that position, it was light enough to see several of the destroyers 
closing in. An enemy scout plane sighted him and reported 
him a few minutes later. Fighteen “Vals” and 80 “‘Zekes” promptly 
took off from Rabaul to get him. 

Merrill found Foote disabled but afloat. Claxton took her in tow 
with. Ausburné and Thatcher'as escorts; the Admiral with the 
cruisers commenced retiring southward. There were so. many Jap- 
anese planes in sight or ‘on the screen that a bluejacket wise- 

cracked," “Pipe. to breakfast; how do you want your eggs?” 
Fighter direction in a destroyer still in Empress Augusta Bay was 


"repair. The Montpelier’s main battery got one sure 6 


The Battle of Empress Augusta Bay’ 319. » 
requested to vector every available plane to intercept the Nips} 
and protect Foote, Flying weather was bad that morning and most 
of the scheduled Airsols fighter cover did not get up in time -#-4 
from Vella Lavella; but eight Hellcats, one Marine Corsair, three a 
Army Lightnings and four New Zealand Warhawks were vectored _ 
our and shot down eight enemy planes before eney reached: the 


cruisers.” 


go-degree turn in order to bring batteries to be 
the 5-inch guns began co talk at a range of 14, 
deep concern among the American planes over! 
the fire to be directed at them. Admiral Merrill r 


action: — 


Soon the 4o-mm guns were in action, and then the. 

The scene was of an organized hell in which it was ir 
hear or even think. . . . The air seemed completely f 
shrapnel and, to our great glee, enémy planes in a st 


the plane to pieces. Other planes were in flames as they | 
flagship, exploding inside the destroyer screen. In af 
while the guns were still firing at maximum rate, t! 
in parachutes, landing almost in the center of the'f 
planes were counted in the water at one time, and sev 
seen to crash well outside the formation.” 


+2 Capt. Goodman's Report “Réle of Awiation in Bangui 


torical Biv. Marine Corps. ee a 
12 Action Report p. 30. planes is also the claim < 


Weekly Summary and Review 5 5 Nor. 1943. We have 
Japanese records to check this. 
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At 0807 Merrill ordered an emergency 360-degree curn in order 
to keep his formation spinning clockwise. The dive-bombers at- 
tacked in groups of three, well spaced, which allowed ships’ anti- 
aircraft batteries to concentrate on each wave; and the combination 
of brisk gunfire and tight, circling rattled the aviators as: they 
corkscrewed down. Some broke off, others were shot down before 
reaching the releasing point, others bombed wildly, a few came 
ow masthead height without release and then ‘crashed, - 
ots killed during the dive. Only two hits were made on Ags 


y night. At ogo0 "Novem- 
i ded them over ‘to cruiser 


“as o> Admiral Mermill records. 


Sof aaliccear gedine ves oc Megalo a 


“amidst loud cheers,” incongruasly ao by 


rapid maneuvering on Omori’s scratch task for 
claim credit for the two collisions. And of the 52 ror 


Page 99 of 194 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


322 Breaking the Bismarcks Barrier 


by our destroyers, we can claim only two hits, both on Sendai. 
The destroyers also expended 2596 rounds of 5-inch shell during 
the night action. 

Victory, however, is attained by relative, not absolute results. 
Omori had twenry 8-inch and six 6-inch guns to Merrill’s forty- 
eight 6-inch. His ships mounted eighty-eight 24-inch torpedo tubes 
against Merrill’s eighty 21-inch tubes. Yet all he accomplished was 
five shell hits on Denver, one on Spence and one torpedo hit on 
Foote. Although Omori. reported nonexistent heavy’ cruisers and 
other ships sunk, his superiors were not pleased that he had failed 
to get.at the American transports, and relieved him of command.” 

Merrill deserved. every bit of his victory. He made a good be- 
ginning by releasing destroyers to fulfill their primary function 
of torpedo attack; and if the results were disappointing that was 
to be expected of a lusty child just released from leading strings. 
He was bold when boldness was needed and cautious when caution 
was required; in the face of a constantly changing tactical situa- 
tion he kept his paise, confidence and power of quick decision. His 
swift simultaneous turns to avoid enemy torpedoes, while he was 
pouring out continuous rapid fire, were masterpieces of maneuver. 

Of his task force the Admiral said, “It functioned as a-well- 
drilled team. Fach officer and each man did his job as he had been 
trained to do it. . . . Officers and men alike were brave and calm 
and confident. They were confident in their superiors, in their 
subordinates, and in themselves. Though our losses might well 
have been greater, the final outcome of the battle was never in 
doubt.” 

Doubt, however, still hung over the final ouccome of the Bou- 
gainville operation. The enemy-had six to eight heavy cruisers at 
Truk, from whom a serious threat of surface attack developed 
within forty-eight hours. ‘This time it was carriers to the rescue. 

8 Omori on retuming to Rabaul sence a submarine south co rescue survivors. It 
got none from Hatsukaze, but many from Sendai including the C.O. and Admiral 
juin; others reached Bougainville on rafts, but 320 were lost. The casualties in 


Merrill's force were limited to ig killed and 17 wounded in Foote, 9 wounded in 
air arcack on Montpelier. 
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It wasn’t the best spot for a landing with its low, swampy coast, and 
it offered no satisfactory anchorage for large vessels. Furthermore, the 
natives, unlike their brethren in the other Solomons Islands, inexplicably 
preferred the Japanese to the Allies; at the least they couldn’t be trusted 
as scouts. 

But Torokina’s defenses were meager, and with it in our hands 
enemy communications to Rabaul could be effectively controlled. So, 
Cape Torokina was selected as the beachhead. 

Five days before D-day, November 1, Admiral Wilkinson, who was in 
command of the whole operation, sent Rear Admiral George H. Fort to 
seize the Treasury Islands (What real estate promoters those old ex- 
plorers were!) to the south, with a force of seasoned New Zealanders— 
veterans of North Africa, Crete and Greece. And as a diversion, the 2nd 
Marine Parachute Battalion landed at the same time on Choiseul. 

It was known that Lieutenant General Vandegrift’s Marines had as 
tough an assignment as they had ever drawn in landing at Torokina 
Point, and all available air and surface support was brought to nullify 
any possible Japanese attcmpts to thwart their success. H-hour was 7:15 
A.M., about an hour after sunrise, and by that time the two Jap airfields 
of Buka and Bonis, lying on opposite sides of Buka Passage at the north- 
ern tip of Bougainville Island, had felt the blows of a surface bombard- 
ment from Admiral Merrill’s ships, and an air attack from the planes of 
Admiral Fred Sherman’s carriers SARATOGA and PRINCETON. And <Ad- 
miral Merrill, after blowing up the airfields, turned and headed south at 
30 knots for the Shortland Islands to make the first daylight bombard- 
ment of enemy installations in the South Pacific. 

As the only cruiser task force in the area, “Tip” Merrill’s Task Force 
39 worked hard. Following its bombardment of the Shortlands it had 
orders to patrol north of Vella Lavella, ready to intercept any Japanase 
naval interruption of the unloading at Torokina, and when that was 
accomplished, to cover the eventual retirement of the transports. 

As they headed away from the Shortlands in column (the destroyers 
CHARLES AUSBURNE, DYSON, CLAXTON, SPENCE and THATCHER in the 
van, followed by the cruisers MONTPELIER, CLEVELAND, COLUMBIA, 
DENVER and in the rear the destroyers CONVERSE, FQOTE and STANLY). 
Admiral Merrill’s ships had been steaming at near maximum speeds for 
29 hours and had cruised nearly 800 miles. 

As a result the 2,100-ton “cans” were very low on fuel; so low, in 
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fact, that the Admiral knew his destroyers would not be able to fight 
anything more than a minor engagement at slow speed. And if there was 
to be an engagement at all it was certain to be a fight of major propor- 
tions-—especially as there was word of two heavy Jap cruisers with three 
light cruisers and ten destroyers off Rabaul. 

Admiral Merrill never underestimated the Jap. He calculated that 
the Japanese had probably weighed the chances of disrupting the landing 
at Empress Augusta Bay, and found them good; his snoopers had re- 
ported only one cruiser task force in the area, and it undoubtedly 
exhausted from continuous operations, low in fuel, ammunition and rest. 
There was a good possibility, Admiral Mernill concluded, that the enemy 
would strike on the night of November 1-2. If he didn’t, he was a fool. 

Sa, Tip Merrill concluded he had better get his destroyers fucled. 

At Hathorn Sound at the head of Kula Gulf, 108 miles away from 
the Shortlands, was an oil barge. Admiral Merrill, as soon as the Short- 
lands were out of sight, ordered Captain Arleigh A. Burke to take his 
Division 45 to Hathorn, fill up, and retum as soon as possible. Division 
46 would stay to screen Crudiv 12. 

Less than four hours later Burke’s ships were fueling. Knowing that 
they had a long run back to rejoin the task force, and expecting any 
minute to hear of enemy forces headed for Bougainville, the destroyer 
skippers were in ‘‘a fever of impatience” to complete fueling. “Everybody 
tried to get more capacity out of the barge fuel pumps than was in them,” 
said Captain Burke. “It was a battle for fuel.” 

By one o'clock the pyson and ausBURNE had been filled and they 
cleared the barge to allow the sTANLY and CLaxTon to come alongside: 
for their tum. Swiftly the fuel lines were run across and the pumping 
started. Never did the gauges record the gallons so slowly, and, when in 
the early afternoon the anticipated intelligence report came in of an 
enemy force near St. George’s Channel, the dials that actually were 
recording a speed record for the barge, seemed to the impatient eyes of 
destroyers’ engineers perceptibly to slow down. 

But by 4:30 fueling was complete, and Captain Burke led his ships 
on their return. 

In the meantime, Admiral Merrill had his orders, based on ComSo- 
Pac’s excellent intelligence on the moveinents of the enemy force. Ameri- , 
can scout planes ranging out from our Solomons bases kept track of four 
light cruisers and six destroyers that had been first seen early that morn- 


\, 


Page 102 of 194 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 


Watts Family File #2 


248 BATTLE REPORT 


ing. On the basis of their reports the Admiral was able to set his course 
for interception at a speed that would save precious fuel. 

_ Task Force 39 had a job to do. As covering for the landing, it ‘laa 
to ensure that no Japanese—like the force reported—interfered with the 
getaway of the transports which had been scheduled for four o’clock, but 
which (because of Japanese air attacks and beach conditions Admiral 
Halsey described as “worse than anything ever encountered before i in the 
South Pacific”) had delayed departure until six. Merrill’s ships had to 
protect not only these, but the transports that would return to Torokina 
to unload the following morning. To occupy his spare time he had to 
cover the minelaying operations of the BREESE, GAMBLE and SICARD,. with 
the RENSHAW as screen, that were laying their lethal eggs off Cape 
Moltke, 15 miles northwest of Torokina. 

There was a new moon in the sky, that night of November 1,.1 943) 
but its thin silver gave no light through the holes in the overcast. At inter- 
vals the horizon’ was lighted with flashes of heat lightning. 

At rr:30 P.M. a flash of lightning silhouetted the shapes of vessels 
heading at high speed for the task group, and the splutter of TBS in- 
‘formed the Admiral that Burke’s' destroyer division was reporting for 
duty again. 

Merrill was glad to see them. There would definitely be action to- 
night! 

The Amira fad’ a number of problems to solve if he was to fulfill 
his mission of protecting our landing beaches and vessels of the landing 
force. To save them from harm was of course the first ; to do it, he had 
a task group which now constituted the ‘Allies’: main ‘mobile surface 
strength in the South Pacific area. The job, therefore, was to turn the 
enemy away without too greatly jeopardizing that last remaining force; 
it was more important for the success of future operations to turn the 


enemy away than it was to annihilate the Japanese. fleet at the expense 


of losing several of our ships. ; 
"Merril realized chat his task force had ips that had never operated 
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the past thirty hours his officers and men had delivered two major shore 
bombardments, and maneuvered at all times in the expectation that at 
any moment a major surface action would have to be fought. That Se ai 
tation was now a certainty. 

Admiral Merrill’s plan was this: to ae his ships in such a position 
that they would block the entrance to. Empress Augusta Bay; when action | 
was joined, to push the enemy gradually to the westward away from the © 
bay; it would enable him to gain sea room for maneuvering, and also : 
allow any of his ships that might be damaged to retire on the disengaged ~ 
side. i # 
They were at general quarters when, at twenty-two minutes past two © 
in the morning ‘a group of ships was scen on the radar screens. A few _ 
minutes later they were identified as the mining detail returning from its | 


operations in the waters off Cape Moltke. “I am bringing my snooper with = 


me, > signaled the RENsHaw. She kept her enemy snooper with her too, 
as the force crept by our cruisers and destroyers and made: their way 
into the bay, for the epuge flier apparently never spotted the larger 
task force. 

The minelayers were none too soon in getting home. Just five minutes 
later, Task Force 39 made initial radar contact with the Japanese force, 
coming in from the northwest, 16 miles away. 
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and “Torch” fronts, Rear Admiral F. C. Sherman 
was on hand with a strong carrier force which con- 
tained: newly repaired Saratoca aiid the light-carrier: 
PRINCETON. Adiniral Wilkinson’s amphibs -wereigiven « 
added muscle,‘ and convoys carried ground-reinforcé- 
ments to Guadalcanal in a steady stream. ' 


To soften up the opposition, the Allies Jaunched 


a series of:air assaults in mid-October. Biggest of these: 
was aimed at«Rabaul by General MacArthur, who 
was in over-all command of the area, On October 12 
a massive fleet of 849 Army planes raided the enemy's 
Bismarck citadel. MacArthur publicized lis air offen- 
sive as “taking out Rabaul,” but although tons of- 
bombs were dropped on Simpson Harbor; only a few 
small Jap vessels: were sunk and a handful of Jap 
planes destroyed... »- 7 

The western shore of Bougainville was wélected for 
the landings—beaches at Cape Torokina.on the north- 
ern point: of crescent-shaped ‘Empress Augusta Bay. 
Here the coast was virtually unexplored jungle. ‘There 
“were few inhabitants, black or white. The shore bled : 
off into the sea in a quagmire: of stagnant lagoons 
and swamps. The shallows were uncharted. 

The invasion was scheduled for the fitst°wéek ‘in 
‘November. By way of preliminaries, shore ‘bémibatd- 
‘ments were conducted, and American‘ trodps landed 
on Treasury Island. 


The Japs were caught off guard in the Treasury 


group when the Americans steamed in on the’ ‘iiorn- 
ing of October 27, The Treasury garrison’ ‘fired ‘rior. 
tar shells at the American landing craft, biit' the 
mortars were quickly silenced by destroyei Puutip 
(Lieutenant Commander W. H. Groverman). “At 1580 
in the afternoon some 25 “Vals” swept’ lit to’ attack 
the landing craft. Destroyers Cony (Commander H. 
D. Johnston) and Priuir maneuvered at high speed’ 
to dodge the rain of bombs. Cony, carrying a *fighter- 
director team, called for air help, biit the “Vals” wete ” 
not iritercepted. Two bombs’ struck CNY dit ‘the 


main ‘deck aft, putting her out ‘of’ aétion with’ a - 


flooded engine-room, and killing ‘eight’ of hér ‘crew. 
Next day she was towed to Tulagi by the tug APACHE; 
‘ On the-last evening of October, Rear Admiral Mer-: 
rill led his Task Force, 39 to the northernmost:rung: 
-of the Solomons ladder to bombard the Jap:airfields 
,on the Bonis peninsula and on Buka Island: His force § 
‘included four light. cruisers andi Captain Arleigh Av: 
Burke's. Destroyer Squadron 23, a'DD: team: soon to’ 
‘shoot its.way into headlines as the “Little Beavers.” 
‘The “Little Beavers” and: Merrill's cruisers began 


shooting at ,the: Buka-Bonis targets at 0021 in’the : 


morning of ‘November 1: Jap aircraft promptly at 
tacked: the bombardment ‘ships,: but hit: nothing,: 
whereas hundreds of well-aimed cruiser and stele’ baa 


‘dn: the:'Shorrlarid= Islands? Aw he déseril 


"they bombarded the Shortland airstrips with’ dignity,” 


were intercepted by American fighter planes, The 


: Augusta: Bay." 
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shells landed on 1 airstrips, Jap planes, and Japs. 

Having hashed up the enemy’s air defenses at the .— 
‘northernerid of: ‘Bougainville; Metrilisrustieth tiisit sk de 
forcé:torthe:souithern end!to répe perk 


ips 
“made a ‘dignified retirement’ at’ erent nent * 


Noveniber 1, 1948 was D-Day for’ the’ Bougainvill 
landings. ‘To guarantee a reduction ‘of ‘air’ opposition 


‘Rear Admiral F, C. Sherman took his cartier’ Lala 


northward to launch follow-through: striked atthe’ 
Buka-Bonis' airstrips. Planes’ from the *Sana” ‘ahd 
Princeton bombed these bases on that: day ‘andthe af 
next. When they were through, ‘Jap ‘aiveraft: from 
Buka and ‘Bonis did not contést the: Bougainville” i. 
landings; nor ‘were’ ‘Jap. planes ‘from’ ‘the sheet 
in eviderice,: - 

The first troops put ashore on’ Bougaitiville were 
some 18,300 Marines, and the convoy of 12° transports» 
was screened by 11 destroyers under Commander’ 
Ralph Earle, ComDesRon 45, The destroyers were: * 
FuttAM, Guest, Bennett, Hupson, ANTHONY, Waos* 


‘ worTH, ‘TERRY, BRAINE, ‘SIGOURNEY, Conway, Ren ce 


SHAW. 
At Cape Torokina the Japs had one 75 mm. arti 
lery piece and a company of less than 300 men,’ For 
a short time this force put up savage: resistaiice, but 
it was soon whittled down and chased into the jungle, : 
A few Jap aircraft from Rabaul struck at 0735, D-day 
morning. Planes from Vella Lavella and Mur a 
scattered the attack, the only ship casualty, res il INE vec, 
from a near miss that shook up destroyer Wasbwoken Bi 
and killed two of her crew. . ad 
During D-day afternoon about 100. Jap. carrier 
planes roared down from the Bismarcks, They, too, “4s 


Woe te 


Americans were coached ints position by a fighter oad 


_ director team in destroyer Conway. No ships ¢ or land: 


ing craft Were hit by the attacking Japs. 
By laté ‘afternoon General Turnage’s ‘Mates were 
on the beaches of Torokina with supplies aiid battle 


gear. The situation was well in hand, arid’ Wilkilgon Co 


pulled his transports out of Empress ‘Atigiista “Bay” 
before nightfall, anticipating a furious ‘reaction’ from” 
Japanese: air and surface forées'at/Rabaul.’ His yailticl: 
pations were to be realizéd‘in’ the Baitle of Einpresi’ 


sede see? 


ier’ 


The Battle: of Empress ‘Augusta Ee (Arleigh Burke 


When word reached Admiral Koga’ at Truk that 


the Americans had dared to put foot on Bougainville; an 
he radioed ‘instructions to strike the’ interldper' atid — 


strike hard. Rabaul’s air strength’ was mustered, and” 
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with air power to back him up, Rear Admiral Sentaro 
Omori set out from Rabaul late in the afternoon of 
November 1 with a bloodthirsty surface force. Mis- 
sion: to blast the Americans at Cape Torokina. 

In Omori’s force were heavy cruisers Myoxo and 
Hacuro, light cruisers SenpaAr and AGANo, and six 
destroyers. Five troop-carrying assault transports 
sortied with the force, intending to land a thousand 
soldiers on the Torokina beaches to give battle to the 
U.S. Marines. But these APD’s were late for the 
rendezvous, and after an American sub was sighted 
near St. George Channel, Omori was glad to send 
them home. He wanted freedom for fast maneuver. 

He needed it. Halsey had the word on his sortie, 
and ComSoPac had lost no time in dispatching Rear 
Admiral Merrill’s task force to intercept the south- 
bound Japs. When Merrill received this flash as- 
signment his cruisers were off Vella Lavella, enjoying 
a breather after the strenuous bombardment work 
of the previous day. Commander B. L. (‘Count’) 
Austin was on hand with DesDiv 46. Captain Arleigh 
Burke's DesDiv 45 was refueling in Hathorn Sound 
at the entrance of Kula Gulf, but these destroyers 
topped off with dizzy speed, and by 2315 in the eve- 
ning of November 1, Merrill's force was racing head- 
long to meet the warships of Admiral Omori. 

Omori did not expect to encounter a cruiser- 
destroyer force. He expected, perhaps wishfully, to 
encounter a transport group. Bearing down on Em- 
press Augusta Bay, he had his Imperial naval vessels 
disposed in a simple formation with heavy cruisers 
Myoko (flagship) and Hacuro in the center; light 
cruiser SENDAI and destroyers SHIGURE, SAMIDARE, and 
SHIRATSUYU to port; light cruiser AGANo and destroy- 
ers NAGANAM!, HATsuKAzE, and WAKATSUKI to star- 
board. 

Merrill’s force was disposed in line-of-bearing of 
unit guides. In column to starboard were Burke's 
van destroyers: CHarLes Aussurne (Commander 
L. K. Reynolds); Dyson (Commander R. A. Gano); 
Stan_y (Commander R. W, Cavenagh); and Claxton 
(Commander H. F. Stout). In center column steamed 
cruisers MonTPEtter (flagship), CLEVELAND, CoLuM- 
BIA, and Denver. To port steamed Austin’s rear 
destroyers: SPENCE (Commander H. J. Armstrong); 
THatcHer (Commander L. R. Lampman); Con- 
vERSE (Commander D, C. E. Hamberger); and Foote 
(Commander Alston Ramsay). 

Omori’s force suffered the first blow when an 
American plane, detecting the Jap approach, planted 
a bomb in the superstructure of heavy cruiser 
Hacuro, That was at 0130 in the morning of Novem- 
ber 2. Lamed by the hit, Hacuro reduced the forma- 
tion’s speed to 80 knots. Then one of that cruiser’s 


plancs reported Merrill's task force coming up. The 
airmen erroneously notified Omori that one cruiser 
and three destroyers were in the offing. When, a few 
minutes later, he was informed by another air scout.. 
that a fleet of transports was unloading in Empress 
Augusta Bay, he sent his formation racing southeast- 
ward, hot for a massacre. Apparently the “transports” 
alghted were destroyer minelayers: Rurse, GAMALE, 
and Sicarn, at that tine working along the coast 
under escort of destroyer RENSHAW. 

The night was black as carbon. Several of Omori’s 
warships carried radar apparatus, but he put more 
reliance on binoculars. American “Sugar George” 
radar was to out-see Japanese vision on this occasion. 

Merrill’s cruisers made the initial radar contact at 
0227. He had already decided to maintain his ships 
in a position that would block the entrance to Em- 
press Augusta Bay. Once action was joined, he in- 
tended to elbow the encmy westward, thereby gain- 
ing sea room which would enable him to fight a long- 
range gun battle with least chance of danger from 
Jap torpedoes. But his destroyers were to open pro- 
ceedings with a torpedo attack, and the cruisers were 
to hold their fire until the “fish” had opportunity to 
strike the foe. 

These plans were carefully laid, and they were 
known, chapter and verse, by Captain Arleigh Burke, 
leader of Des Div 45. Commander Austin and DesDiv 
46 were not so well versed in the detail. They were 
new to ‘Task Force 39, and Austin was not thoroughly 
acquainted with Merrill’s battle techniques. 

As soon as radar contact was established, Merrill 
headed his formation due north, After a brief run, 
Burke's van destroyers sliced away northwestward to 
deliver a torpedo strike as planned. Merrill then 
ordered a simultaneous turn to reverse course. Aus- 
tin’s destroyers were instructed to countermarch, and 
then hit the enemy’s southern flank with torpedoes 
as soon as they could reach firing position. 

While Merrill's cruisers were swinging around the 
hairpin turn, Burke’s destroyers were tacking in on 
Omori’s portside column. At 0246 Burke’ shouted the 
word over TBS, “My guppies are swimming!” But 
the Japs had sighted Merrill’s cruisers, and Omori 
was turning his formation southwestward. Because 
of this sudden turn, the barrage of 25 “guppies” 
sailed on into silence and_ oblivion, and Burke's 
briskly executed attack faited to score. 

Meanwhile, the Senpat column taunched torpedoes 
at the American cruisers. But Merrill had not waited - 
for this counterfire, When G.1.C. informed him of 
Omori’s southwestward turn, he ordered his cruisers 
to let go with gunnery. I.J.N. Sennar was chief tar- 
get for this booming fusillade. She caught a cataract 
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of shells just as she was swinging to starboard, and 
the explosions blew her innards right out through 
the overhead. 

Senpal’s abrupt come-uppance threw her column 
into a jumble. In the ensuing confusion, destroyers 
SAMIDARE and SHiratTsuyu collided full tilt, and went 
reeling off in precipitous retirement. That left the 
Srucure all by herself, anc she chased southward ta 
join the Jap cruiser column. 

Myokxo and Hacuro made a blind loop that 
tangled them up with the Acano column. Although 
Jap starshells had turned the night into a dazzle, the 
heavy cruisers failed to sight Merrill’s ships, and they 
maneuvered right into a tempest of American shell- 
fire. Steaming in a daze, Myoxo slammed into de- 
stroyer HaTsukazeE and ripped off a section of that 
DD’s bow. 

Meantime, Burke's “Little Beavers,” having 
launched torpedoes, became separated. And they did 
not get back into battle until 0349, when AUSBURNE 
spotted SENDAI and hurried the vessel under with a 
volley of shots. Then SAMIDARE and SHiraTsuyvu, the 
two DD's which had collided, showed up on the radar 
screen. Burke took off after these departing enemies 
at top speed. 

Commander Austin’s DesDiv 46 destroyers had 
run into hard luck. Destroyer Foote misread Merrill's 
signal to turn, and fell out of formation. While rac- 
ing to rejoin Austin's column, she was hit in the stern 
by a Jap torpedo which had been aimed at the Amer- 
ican cruisers, Cruiser CLEVELAND swerved just in time 
to miss the disabled DD by 100 yards. But destroyer 
Spence, farther down the line, was not so lucky. 
Swinging hard right to give the cruiser coluin a 
clear line of fire, she sideswiped destroyer THATCHER. 
The 30-knot brush sent sparks and sweat-beads flying, 
and removed a wide swath of paint, but both DD's 
kept on traveling at high speed. Then at 0320 a Jap 
shell punctured SreNce’s hull at the waterline. Salt 
water got into a fuel tank, contaminating the oil, and 
this slow poison soon reduced the destroyer’s speed. 
As if this were not enough misfortune for one divi- 
sion, Austin’s DD’s lost a fine chance to strike at 
Myoko and Hacuro with torpedoes. When his flag- 
ship sideswiped THAtcHER, Commander Austin 
dashed out on the bridge to see what was what. Some 
bright “pips” blossomed on the radar screen; Austin 
would have fired torpedoes at 4,000 yards or so, but 
the C.L.C. officer reported the targets were American. 
So the little scrape with THATCHER cost something 
more than a paint job. 

A moment later Spence made contact with cruiser 
Senpal. At that time the Jap vessel was a staggering 
merry-go-round, but her guns were still firing, and 


she was as dangerous as a wounded leopard. Austin 
maneuvered for torpedo fire, and Spence and Con- 
verse flung eight “fish” at the cripple. They did‘ not 
sink her—Burke's destroyers would presently perform” 
that chore. Austin’s three DD’s raced on northwest- 
ward in an effort to catch SAMIDARE and SHIRATSUYU. 

By 0352 Spence, Tnarerier, and Converse had 
overhauled the two Jap DD's, and 19 American: tor- 
pedoes were fanning out to catch each by the fantail. 
The 19 torpedoes scored a perfect zero. Some amay 
have been improperly adjusted, but the zero probably 
had its source in improper fabrication. 

In counterattack, SAMIDARE and SuiraTsuyu flung 
shells and “fish” at Austin’s three destroyers. If the 
Jap “fish” missed, the marksmen at least had an ex- 
cuse for poor torpedo work—the two Jap DD's were 
dodging to escape a tempest of shell fire, and both 
ships had been badly damaged by collision. 

Now Srence was running low on-fuel, and what 
little she had was contaminated by salt water. Austin 
relinquished his tactical command: to THATCHER'S 
skipper, Commander Lampinan, and veered away 
with Srence to disengage. The maneuver brought his 
flag destroyer into line for a salvo from Arleigh 
Burke's fast-shooting division. At 0425 a pack of 
projectiles slammed into the sea around SreNnce. 

Over the TBS Commander Austin shouted a plea 
to Burke. i 


WE'VE JUST HAD ANOTHER CLOSE MISS HOPE YOU ARE 
NOT SHOOTING AT US 


Captain Burke's answer was a classic of Navy 
humor. 


SORRY BUT YOU'LL HAVE TO EXCUSE THE NEXT FOUR 
SALVOS TILEY RE ALREADY ON TITFIR WAY 


Austin made haste to get SPeNcE out of the vicinity. 
In dodging Burke's ebullient fire, SPENCE picked up a 
good target in Jap destroyer HaTsuKaze. 

Hatzukaze was the DD which Myoxo had ram- 
med, and she was in no condition to dodge well-aimed 
salvos. Spence closed the range to 4,000. yards while 
her gunners pumped shells into the disabled Jap. 
HATSUKAZE was soon flaming and wallowing, her en- 
gines dead. Austin yearned to finish off this foe, but 
Srence’s ammunition was running tow, so he put in 
a call for Burke's destroyers to complete the exectu- 
tion. Thereupon an avalanche of 5-inchers fiom 
DesDiv 45 buried Hatsukaze. About 0539 the ship 
rolled over and descended into the grave. 

SPENCE joined up with DesDiv 45 as Burke ordered 
a retirement. Unable to catch SAMIDARE and SHIRAT- 

suyu, destroyers THATCHER and Converse were/also 
retiring. As day was making, Admiral Merrill‘ had 
already headed his cruiser column eastward. While 
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his DD's were trying to tag fleeing Japs, Merrill's 
crpisers had been maneuvering across the seascape 
in a duel with the Jap heavies. For over an hour the 
opposing formations had dodged about like game- 
cocks in a pit, neither side able to score a déath-déal- 
ing blow. Convinced that he had tangled | with no less 


than seven heavy-cruisers,-Omori pulled out at 0337 | 


and fled northwest up the coast of Bougainville. The 
American cruisers chased until daybreak, then Mer- 
rill turned back, anticipating aircraft from Rabaul. 

Around 0500 Burke's voice came cheérfully over 
the TBS. His destroyers were still to the west of 
Merrill’s cruisers, and he requested permision to 
pursue the fleeing Japs. According to Captain Briscoe, 
Merrill's answer to this was, 


ARLIE VIMS 1S Tle FOR GONS SAKE COME HOME WE'RE 
LONESOME 


So Burke came steaming south with his seven DD's 
to keep the cruisers company. 

“We were.glad when those destroyers: showed up,” 
another cruiserman recalled. “As we pulled away from 
Empress Augusta Bay the radar screens broke oiit in 
a rash of aerial pips. It looked like a blizzard coming 
down from Rabaul.” 

Destroyer Foote, with her stern blown, ,open, con- 
stituted a problem at this crisis, GLax’ TON was ordered 
to take the disabled ship. in tow, while AUsBURNE and 
Tuavcner steamed as escorts. Vectored into position 
by.a fighter-director team, .15 Allied aircraft flew to 
‘intercept the Jap planes. racing. down from the Bis- 


marcks. Some 100 Jap carrier planes were too much 


for the. Allied 15, and bulk of the defense fell upon 
Merrill’s weary gun crews. 


About 0800 the Jap aircraft attacked the retiring 


ships. The formation roared right. over ,damaged 
Foote, some ten miles astern of the cruisers. Lamed 
though she was, Foorr put up an umbrella of flak. 
No‘ bombs were dropped ‘upon’ her, and she saw a 
plane plurige: into the sea. : 

‘Five’ minites later, the Jap birds swooped: down 


on Merrill’s task force. He had the force disposed in . 


a citcular AA formation. As the ‘bombers came over, 
he maneuvered to bring main battetiés to bear; and 
the “ destroyers opened up with’ AA’ fite at about 
14,000 yards. 

Merrill described it in his Action Report: 


' The scene was of an’ otganized hell in which sit was 
’ impossible to speak, hear, or even think, As the ships 
passed the first 90 degrees of their'turn im excellent 
formation, the air-seémed completely’ filled with burst- 
ing shrapnel and, ta our great gice, enemy planes in a 
severe state of disrepair. . . . Planes were in Maines as 
they passed over the flagship, exploding bata the 
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destroyer acreen. ... ‘Ten ‘plihiés were counted In the 
water at one:time, and seven additional were seen to 
crash well outside the formation. 


At the ‘heigtit of the battle, Merrill ordered.a 860° 
turn which kept the warship carousel steaming tlock- 
wise, All.the gunners seemed to be catching prizes 


from the air. Three Japs bailed out in parachutes and 


landed almost in the center of the wheeling forma- 


tion. “Bettys” blew up iti the sky and expléded‘in - 


the water. Of the 70 or 80 planes’ which attacked, 
perhaps two dozen were shot down (Jap figures were 
never forthcoming). The Japs landed only two hits 


on cruiser MonvTPELIER, damaging a catapult and” 


wounding one man. At 0812 they broke off the attack 
and ran northward, pursued by Allied fighter plane’. 


The Battle of Empress Augusta Bay and its aerial © 
epilogue were over. On the sea and’ in the air the * 
enemy had taken a colossal thrashing. A’ light cruiser ° 


and a destroyer sunk, two destroyers disabled, ieavy 


cruiser Myoxo dented by collision, heavy cruiser — 


Hacuro severely damaged—Omori’s force slunk home 
in sorry defeat. In Meérrill’s force destroyer Foote 
was the one serious casualty, and even she would live 


to fight again. Cruiser Denver and ‘destroyer | SpENCE, * 


with. minor damage, would lose little’ ‘time on the 
binnacle list. 

Commenting on this. smash-hit victory, ‘Admiral 
W. S. Pye of the Naval War College wrote: 


The destroyers were not tied in close to. the ‘ 


main battle line and held there within gun range. 


They were. loose, well removed from the cruisers, | 
with freedom of action, ass were used. ofensiely,. 


instead of defensively. .- 


Offensively—that was the way Captain Arleigh 
Burke and his “Little Beavers” liked to work. 


Augusta Bay Aftermath 


Early in the morning of November 4 a SL enntvoy: : 
carrying reinforcements sailed from Tulagi. for .the - 


Cape Torokina beachhead. The eight-APD’s. (de- 
stroyer transports) and eight ocean-going LST’s 


were escorted by six destroyers of Gaptain,.J, E. - 


Hurff’s DesRon‘22. These escorts were WALLER, Sav-. 
rill’s ‘indefatigable Task Force 39 covered the, my 
formation. The ships reached Torokina unmolested. 


A secorid section of this reinforcement life followed 


in with infantry and artillery. ‘This: convoy...was 
escorted ‘by Commander Ralph Earle’s DesRon 45 
and a group of minesweepers. During: the landings 
Jap aircraft pitched into the picture, but the. assault 
was speedily disrupted by U.S. fighter planes. That 
evening the Jap bombers came back for another bike 


ity 
wad 


Page 110 of 194 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


~The transports had hauled out under cover of a con- 


venient rainstorm. But the beady-eyed airmen found 
another target. 

This target was a task group commanded by Rear 
Admiral L. T. DuBose. At dusk the group was steam- 
ing off Mutupina Point at the southern end of Em- 
press Augusta Bay, covering the retirement of the un- 
loaded transports, DuBose's group consisted of light 
cruisers SANTA Fe (flagship), Birminenam, and Mo- 
BILE, and four destroyers under Captain E. M. 
Thompson, ComDesRon 25. These DD’s were JOHN 
Ropcers (Commander H. O. Parish); Harrison (Lieu- 
tenant Commander C, M. Dalton); McKee (Com- 
mander J. J. Greytak); and Murray (Commander P. 
R. Anderson). Thompson rode in JoHN Ropcers. 

Buzzing in on the attack, the Japs found the Amer- 
ican ships in anti-aircraft disposition, the cruisers 
centered as a hub in a wheel of destroyers. From dusk 
until moonset (1900 to 2015) the Jap torpedo-bomb- 
ers, perhaps 30 in number, and accompanying planes 
kept after the warships. And, it should be added, the 
warships kept after the aircraft. 

The Japs made ferocious bombing runs, skimming 
in over the cruiser and destroyer mastheads. High 
speed maneuvering and hot AA gunnery saved the 
Americans serious damage. BrrMiNcHAM was hit hard 
by enemy missiles. But she was the only vessel to 
suffer in the onslaught, and the Japs lost about nine 
planes. Halsey commended the group for a “highly 
gratifying” performance that reflected good training. 

The air battle fought by DuBose and company oc- 
curred on the evening of November 8. A somewhat 
similar action was fought by Merrill's task force off 
Empress Augusta Bay on the night of November 12- 
13. In this battle, cruiser DENveR was severely datmn- 
aged by a “fish” from the low-flying Japs. At least 
six Jap carrier planes were gunned down. 

After the assault of the 13th, Admiral Koga dis- 
continued “Operation RO,” although he announced 
it as a tremendous victory. In fact the Imperial Navy 
officially announced the destruction of 5 battleships, 
10 carriers, 19 cruisers, 7 destroyers and what not off 
Bougainville. The truth was decidedly dillerent. 
About 70 per cent of Koga’s Third Fleet carrier planes 
which flew out of Rabaul had been lost. The Japanese 
Eleventh Air Fleet had suffered similar losses. 

A number of things contributed to the frustration 
of Koga’s anti-Augusta Bay blitz. One was the VT 
proximity-fused projectile. Introduced in the South 
Pacific by cruiser Heena the preceding January, this 
item of ammunition was widely distributed in Hal- 
sey’s fleet by November, 1943. (A word about the VT 
device. In effect it worked as a miniature radio trans- 
mitter-receiver. Affixed to an anti-aircraft shell, the 


Sead nearness ot 


contrivance sent out radio waves which were reflected 
back from a plane when it passed within 70 feet of 
it. The returning impulse exploded the shell. Shrap- 


nel did the rest. Deadly for AA work, the projectiles 3 


could also be used against surface targets. Destroyer 
Terry had found VT ammunition just the thing to 
shoot at thin-skinned barges.) 

Director-convolled 40. mm. fire alsa wrought the 
downfall of Koga’s air campaign. The twit and 
quad 40's were much in evidence by November, 1948, 
and a 40 mm. barrage could deal a dive-bomber pilot 
a splitting headache. Ditto for the pilot of a torpedo- 
plane or a Jap fighter. : 

Destroyers carrying fighter-director teams were an- 
other big help at Empress Augusta Bay, as were the 
Army, Navy, and Marine planes on the job. 

And so was the initiative a help. By the time Wilk- 
inson’s amphibs reached Cape Torokina, the whole 
Pacific Fleet was going on the offensive. The top of 
the Solomons fadder had been reached. ‘The Allies 
were through with shoestring operations from here 
on out, A new, aggressive spirit spurred the Allies. 

The Japanese were inspired by no such spirit. 

Contrast the following incident with the episode 
concerning Lieutenant Hugh Barr Miller, whose will 
to live brought him out of a grave in the Central 
Solomons. 

In the afternoon of November 10 Merrill’s Task 
Force 39 was operating in an area west of Treasury 
Island. Six of Burke’s destroyers were working with 
the force, and as usual the “Little Beavers” stirred up 
something. On this occasion destroyer Srencr. did the 
stirring. Here is the story as recorded in her Action 
Report by her skipper, Commander H. J. Armstrong: 


At 1545 the Spence sighted and, as requested; .was 
ordered to investigate a life float. On approaching, 
several bodies were noted in the Moat as it passed close 
aboard down starboard side, Seven men who had been 
feigning death sat up and started talking in Japanese. 
One, apparently an officer and pilot, broke out a 7.7 mm. 
machine-gun (evidently salvaged from a plane). Each 
man in succession placed the muzzle of the gan in 
his mouth, and the Jap officer fired a round, blowing 


the back of the man's head out. The Jap first to be~ 


killed showed great reluctance to be inchided in the 
suicide pact. One man held him while another wielded 
the machine-gun. All of the bodies toppled over the 
side and sank, followed closely by sharks. The Jap 
officer, alone on the raft, gave a short farewell speech or 
harrangue to the Commanding Officer, then shot him- 
self. ‘Total time was only about five atinutes. 


The Japanese pilot’s farewell address makes a fit- 
ting curtain-line for the last act of the Solomons 
drama. 
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For the betterment of public health since 1791 7 N. State Street, Concord, New Hampshire 03301-4018 
(603) 224-1909 Toll Free (800) 564-1909 

FAX (603) 226-2432 

E-Mail NHMED@AOL.COM 
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PO Box 549 
Lebanon, NH 03766-0549 
Nov. 18, 1999 


PRESIDENT 
Georgia A. Tuttle, M.D. 


PRESIDENT-ELECT 


David C. Charlesworth, M.D. Mrs. Rita Krebs 
VICE PRESIDENT 4108 Willow 
Ishwar C. Chopra, M.D. Pascagoula, MS 39567 
SECRETARY 


Alexander G. Reeves, M.D. 


Dear Mrs. Krebs: 
wrtiag® 
Thank you for ralling with information on Alton J. Watts. 


TREASURER 
Gary A. Sobelson, M.D. 


SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE 


See eye This is the letter I have mailed to a gentleman named J. A. Watts whom I believe to be 


VICE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE one of Alton J. Watts’ nephews. Apparently there are 2 other surviving nieces or 
ie cE oes nephews. This letter will reiterate some of the information I passed on by phone as well 
MMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT as some new information. | have enclosed all of the same information I have sent to 
peatesetere te him. Hope you enjoy the materials. If you know or locate any other family members, 
PAST PRESIDENT please let me know. I look forward to meeting all of you at the Portland reunion if you 
dames Piliod, ML can make it!!! Please feel free to send photos of yourselves/ family including any of 
DELEGATES AT LARGE Alton or his other relatives. All photographs will be returned safely to you. 


Judith E. Frank, M.D. 
Seddon R. Savage, M.D, , 
John H. Robinson, M.D. Sincerely, 
Peter L. Forssell, M.D. ‘ 


AMA DELEGATE eogua 


Gary L. Woods, M.D. § 
AMA ALTERNATE DELEGATE Georgia Tuttle 


Georgia A. Tuttle, M.D. 


TRUSTEES 1 i ~ ' ' : st 
“Don A. Holshuh, MO xe ie mot hur was O orarian Berta Alot She meTeed go 
Dudley J. Weider, M.D. ae p A Ad oa | 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT sell 4 re d to p rovi ae re {orem eas fOr 7 Ag ari icles 4 Somnt a 


Palmer P. Jones 
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Else Martin 
From: joero@mindspring.com 
Sent: Wednesday, April 21, 1999 7:05 PM 
To: emartin 
Subject: Mama Watts 
Else. 
Did you know Mama Watts in Pascagoula. She was a friend of my Aunt Agusta 
Hudson, who lived 458 E_. Live Oak.Ave. I teok a picture of her 14 Mar 1948 


by the front porch. She use to stop and talk to Aunt Gussie and my 
Grandfather Eddie Clements. If you know any of her family I would like to 
send them the picture. Her son owned the Quarter Note Resturant on Airport 
Blvd. in Mobile years ago but I could not find him in the phone book. She 
must have been in her $O6's but she could out walk me. JI really liked her. 
Thanks for any hel Lorraine Walker Romagnano 

JOE 
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Else: Martin 

From: sandra doolittle [sandrad@ldl_ net] 
Sent: Friday, April 23, 1999 7:44 AM 
To: emartin 

Subject: Research 


Is there anyone in the Library who can research for me? I wiil be glad 
to pay for the work. 


T am leaking for Dr. Josenh Waldron born in Mississippi, killed in 
Escatawpa, Al Washington, Co. 

Born 1825 untill about 1872--he was a Minister, Physician, Ret. 
Merchant, Justice of thePeace 

and State Rep. of Washington County. 


Also Benjamin F Woulard lived in State Line Mississippi and also Erett 
Mississippi 
Born 1805 untill 1885 


Thank you, 


Sandra W. Doolittle 
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poula, Miseigeippie 


Cheplain William Juckson Jarmany 

U. 5. Navy Reserve, U. 5. 5S. "Whitney", 

C/o. Fleet Postoffice, 

San Francisco, California, A IR MeoAL TUL 


Dear Chaplainss 


Yesterday we received your letteor of Novambor 20th, to our Son's 
wife, and we want you to know how very cucn we appreciated your interest and the 
Anformetion contained in the letter, as well as your words of condolence. 


Wo had heard nothing since we received the official message on 
Nover.ber Sth, thet our Son, Alton J, Waits, was aissing following action, and 
have just bean hoping and praying foe sony news, or nore detailed informations 


Of course, Wo had not given up pona, and even though the news 
contained in your letter makes it seen pretty hopeless, we febl that if Gad 
wills, a mirecle could happen, whereby our Som may still bo alivee 


We are Catholics, es wos Alton, anc although his wife is not of 
our Faith, ehe, with ue, ie praying hard that he will be found safe and returned 
tO UBS, 


Until wecreceived your letter we did not know whathar or not the 

*Foote" had Yoon destroyeds 
mine 

If there a6 any further information that you cen give us as to 
dctaile of the action of which you epesk, and after which our Bon was aisaeing, 
we would surely appreciate it, Suspense, se you know, is even worse than reality, 
and if ve could know just whet did happen, even thcugh it would deatroy any 
vestige of hope that ve might have, we would like to know the truth, 


é We again then you, and sek that you please remember Alton, ae well 
eet hie wife and us in your prayerse In appreclation of your kindness, we will 
surely remembor you in ours, 


Sincerely, 


Mre and Mrs. le Le Watts, 
P. 0, Box No. 104; 
Pascagoule, Mississippi. lf. 
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7 N. State Street. Concord, New Hampshire 03301-4018 
(603) 224-1909 Toil Free (800) 564-1909 
FAX (603) 226-2432 

E-Mail NHMED@AOL.COM 

Atto: / / www.nhms.org 


For the betterment of public health since 1791 


ee. 


PO Box 549 
Lebanon, NH 03766-0549 
i Nov. 18, 1999 


PRESIDENT... § 
Georgia A. Tuttle, M.D. Sh, 


PRESIDENT ELECT . 
David C. eh icoueen M.D. Mrs. Rita Krebs 
4108 Willow 
Pascagoula, MS 39567 


WiGeE SIDENT 


ishwar C. Chopra. M.D. 


SECRETARY 
Alexander G. Reeves, M.D. 


Dear Mrs. Krebs: 
fey ane 


Thank you for ‘calling with information on Alton J. Watts. 
4 


TREASURER 
Gary A. Sobelson, M.D. 


SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE 


D. BI , MD. oul ts ‘i & 
erat i This is the letter I have mailed to a gentleman named J. A. Watts whom I believe to be 


°C SPEANER OF THE MOUSE one of Alton J. Watts’ nephews. Apparently there are 2 other surviving nieces or 
Albee L. Budnitz. M.D. : : , : : 
nephews. This letter will reiterate some of the information I passed on by phone as well 
“IMEDIATE 2AS7 PSESIOENT as some new information. I have enclosed all of the same information I have sent to 
Barry ie Stern 0s-D: him. Hope you enjoy the materials. If you know or locate any other family members, 
PAST PRESIDENT please let me know. I look forward to meeting all of you at the Portland reunion if you 
dames 2 Piliod MED. can make it!!! Please feel free to send photos of yourselves/ family including any of 


Alton or his other relatives. Alf photographs will be returned safely to you. 


Judith E. Frank, M.D. 
Seddon R. Savage, M.D. . 
John H, Robinson, M.D. Sincerely, 
Peter L. Forssei/. M.D. 


AMA DELEGATE Verma 


Gary L. Woods. M.D. 


Georgia Tuttle 


AMA ALTERNATE DELEGATE 


Georgia A. Tuttle, M.D. 


TRUSTEES . : : ‘ 
John M. Sherwin, M.D. — ‘ rn f cs o Pre - 
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—179-NI ete son Avenue 
Louisville, KY 40206 
. October 28: 1998 


Mr, Willu V Rapers 
ean 3 Brookshire Ave. 


“Bator Rows, LA 70815 


Rogers: 


3 I croyed talking ae you last night I have enclosed ¢ copies of fic letter w vbuch my 


“USS cae to his crew. I am Sas a — for your sedi as T aught it would 
interest you. Perhaps your ships operated together. 


Ae eatend to yon my best wishes for poe reunion proup, and: if! ain fortunate cnough 
atour of the ISS 


Se oc all tiny best for the ideoriawholiaeys 


Sincerely yours, 


a r. sa 
App Aah , 
dy Lb tim Paranree. 


Rev. William Jarman 


pecan reat evar epee ne A! PPL hk RT RN 8 NARS aH RES ENE Hie didnt aha BANE Nii in ag cen cee 
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BB Elam Stokes says that he posted notices on the door of the Courthouse, on the 
door of the postoffice at Zion Seminary and at Laughton Davis’ mill. 


that he (287) T.R. White, Adm'r of Joshua White's estate vs $.B. Hathorn, Adm'r of 
Lott, Wm. H. Thomas’ estate. The deceased had purchased the property of the widow of 
wn. H. Thomas. A year's worth of widow's provisions have not been paid to Mrs. 
Thomas or to Mrs. White. Joshua Burkhalter Jr., G.F. Robertson & D.G. Bullock 

4 Isaac: are appointed Commissioners to set aside Mrs. Rhoda Thomas’ part. Feb. 1855 


(290) Joshua Burkhalter Jr. & Kiddy Burkhalter are allowed to delay the set- 
. tling of Jones Burkhalter's estate until next December 24th in order to hire out 
Jan. 9, some slaves for income. Perry hired out to William L. Speed. March Term 1855 


(294) Petition of Reuben Watts, Adm’r de bonus non in place of Thomas L. 
J, 1832. Watts. Thomas Watts Jr. & Moses Pfiefer were partners in a merchantile business 
Reuben Watts wants Thomas’ part settled. May Term 1855 


(298) Petition of Rhoda L. McInnis, Adm'rx of George Watt's estate, is now 
yir are ready for the distribution to: Bartlett S. Watts, Barbara wife of Wm. M. Coulter 


-ate. George Ann wife of Wiley Coulter, and herself the widow. Notes due: 
loch, | Reuben & John Watts Watts & Edmundson  J.E. McNair Phillip Lott 

_ Wm. Leggett James Smith Reuben Watts Jr. Mr. Aultmon 
Filed a. - . Expenses paid to: 
sec.33) Pfiefer & White ,Faler & Storm M. Pfiefer R. Watts Jr. 
Javis &% VY.A. Graham M. Eagan Judges Pope & Napier Clerk Robertson 
74 SE4. R. Watts Jr., guardian of B.S. Watts W.M. & Wiley Coulter 


i Bartlett S. Watts, William M. Coulter & Wiley Coulter sign a release saying that 
: they have received their share of the estate. May Term 1855 

" Dees’ [™ 

that: ...(301) Benj. Keys, Adm'r of Joshua Key’s estate, filed a petition March 14, 

& John 1854 saying that there was a Gin Stand and a pair of Mill Rocks that had not 

“a P been sold. Simeon Clark has bought the Mill Rocks and other sundries, and Nath- 
' aniel Lee bought a broad axe at the Aug. 12, 1854 sale. 

dec'd, 


‘ter is (304) Inventory of Thomas J. Lott's estate. Notes on: James Edmundson, R. 

: Watts & Joseph McAfee; on Jesse B. Lott & Joseph McAfee; on John Watts; & on 
Thomas Norris. A.C. Powell, Adm'r. May Court 1855 
2ime, . 
: j (305) James Smith, guardian of Nancy Watts, minor heir of John Watts, dec'd, 
three. files his 3rd annual report. July Term 1855 

cations 

3ryant: (306) James A. Stubbs states that on Oct. 10, 1842 he purchased a tract of 

ynes Co ‘land from Archibald Anderson, late of this county. SE4, 160a & S2 SE4, SE4 Sw4 

, Me. Sec.25 & SW4 NE4 sec.36 TIN R18W & SW4 SW4 sec.30 T9 R17W & 45a described in 

y: ~ $ec.31 T9 RI7W & 40a in sec.36 T9 RI8W & E2 NW4 sec.36 T9 R18W, 420a in all. He 

Vilis | paid in installments with the last note becoming due Jan. 1, 1850 which he paid. 

ion - He has not yet received his deed. Archibald Anderson died intestate with John 

’ €. McNair as the Adm'r. The Sheriff of Simpson Co. is ordered to cite J.E. 

. McNair to appear in Court and to give Mr. Stubbs his deed. July Term 1855 

lings: ? 

in Coe (310) Annual account of William Loflin, guardian of Nancy M. Ragland, a non 

, Tamar. COmpus mentis., July Term 1855 


13 
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Applewhite, Precilla Scougcans and the nine children of my son, John P., & his 
wife Sally: Elias Amanuel, William Pinkney, Francis Marion, George Washington, 
sarah Ann Graves, Mary Ann, Martha Ann, Elizabeth & Elmina. Ex'r: Thomas Allen, 
qa Me. Carter & William Barnes. Wit: M.E. Carter, John Martin & Zarry Martin. 
» Jonn L. Hargrove, Clerk, March 24, 1848. 
id (69) Inventory of James Welch, Ex'’r of Caleb Hill’s estate. Negroes: Lewis & 
Edmund. Wit: James Reddick, John Knight & Zabud Duckworth. 


a (71) Court vs Hugh McFarland, guardian of Nancy E., Catherine J. & John W., 
minor heirs of Duncan McLaurin, because no papers or bonds have been filed. 


» (72) Alexander McLeod, John L. Hargroves & Hugh A. McLeod post bond 8th May 
1844. Alexander McLeod, guardian of Daniel, minor heir of Angus McInnis. 


i (73 PetreFON Of Reuben Watts Jr. who was made guardian of Bartlett S. Watts 
‘ ingi849-50, minor heir of George Watts. Reuben Watts & Sam. B. Hathorn post bond 


: (75) Petition of Samuel B. Hathorn. Joshua R. White died intestate in March 
» 1854 leaving a widow, Jane, and sons, Joshua R. Jr. & Thomas R. White. Samuel 
' B. Hathorn, Thomas R. White & Martin Faler post bond. Hiram Gregory, Martin 
" Faler & Joseph Bridges appointed appraisers. 


~ (77) William Simmons, Sheriff of Perry Co.. is ordered to summon Hiram Hath- 
orn, guardian of Diza Hathorn minor heir of Susan Hathorn, to this Court. Hiram 
3 aor Sam B. Hathorn & Thomas Loflin post bond. Negro Sarah 18, property of 
_ Diza Hathorn. , 


(80) R. Watts Jr., Sheriff, is ordered to summon William Dossett, guardian of 
the minor heirs of Alexander McCraney, to this Court. William Dossett, James 
Leggett & Charles M. Edmondson post.bond. Heirs: Alexander, Mary & Adeline. 


= 


ct — - - 
ALES TEI ENTERAL LES GG ET SARA RAMS 


i (82) Hugh McFarland, Adm'r of Duncan McLaurin’s estate. Inventory made in 
» Jan. 1851 by Roderick McCraney, William Leggett & Abram Lott. Negroes: Henry 34 
Vince 12, Simson 10, Green 8, Letus 2, Charity 25 & Agnes 9...etc. Buyers: 


Jas. Edmondson John McCraney Phillip Lott Alex. L. Fairley 
H.H. McComb Jas. Smith Daniel McLaurin Thomas Watts Jr. 
Nev11] McInnis James Williamson William Lott Hiram Hathorn 
John Jones -L. McFarland David L. Myers James Leggett 
John McDonald Joseph S. Gregg John Sanford John Graham 
Cornelius L. Mixon Joel E. Welborn Albert Watts James Jones 
A.L. Hatten J.B. Read Edwin Dossett Samuel Grantham 
William Hammond D.G. Bullock R.W. Watts — Allen Bryant 

"| John D. Kelly W.H. Graham W.H. Graham Daniel M. Carter 

+ John C. Foster Jeremiah Leggett M. Gillis W. Weldy 

i Mrs. D. McLaurin A. Jackson Charles Edmondson Burton Stafford 

/§ Calvin Lott R. Granberry G.W. Lott J.R. White 

q G.W. Rawls A.R. Granberry Mrs. H. Walters 

| Shim Lowry bought his plantation. Daniel McKinnon bought the adjoining land 

i Notes due the estate 

: A.L. Hatten A.R. Graves S.J.M. Bulloch & Mrs. Hatten S. Lowry 

: William Lott John McCraney Roderick McCraney Mrs. P. Watts 

| William McKinnon A.C. Rose R. & John Watts Sr. 

i 

\ 
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drick Pope, John McRaney & Hugh A. McLeod as appraisers. January Term 1855 


(248) Petition of Jesse B. Lott, a minor of more that 14 years & son of Simon | 
Lott dec'd, says that A.C. Powell has been acting as his guardian, but that he» 
would like his brother, Morgan M. Lott, to be his guardian. Morgan M. Lott, | 
John McRaney & D.C. McKenzie post bond. January Term 1955 q 


(250) J.L. Hargroves states that Zana Lowe, dec'd, owned a negro named Isaac. 
age 23. Wit: Tom R. White & William L. Speed. H. Gregory, T.R. White & W.L.= 
Speed are ordered to appraise the negro. January Term 1855 E 
E: 
(252) Rhoda L. McInnis, was made the Adm’rx of George Watts’ estate Jan. 9,7 
1845. Rhoda L. McInnis, Samuel B. Hathorn & John Watts post bond. Notes due: | 
Alex McNair, J.E. McNair & John Watts due March 21, 1831. 4 
R. Watts Jr. due May 1, 1832. R. Watts & John Watts due Mar.10, 1832" 
Jeremiah Leggett due Jan. 26, 1834 Phillip Lott due Oct. 7, 1831. 4 
R. Watts & James Edmondson due Mar. 1832 A. Lott refiled Jan. Term 1855 


(255) Estate of Silas Bulloch. Wm. Leggett, Albert Watts & Martin McNair are 
ordered to appraise the estate. D.G. Bulloch, Adm’r, asks to sell the estate. | 
Buyers: John Page, Redmon Carter, Jessy Bulloch, Allen Smith & Sidney Bulloch. 


(261) On Jan. 9, 1855 Kiddy Burkhalter, widow of Jones Burkhalter, filed a’ 


(266) Petition by Absalom A. Sheppard, Adm'r de bonis non of Arthur Dees’ = 
estate, refiles the information that David Price bought the real estate & that 7 
a final account was filed Sept. Term 1853. A.A. Sheppard, Daniel Price & John] 
Watts post bond. James Dease, heir, ordered to appear. Wit: Henry Foals, J.P. = 


(270) Petition by William Pinckney Allen, heir of John Allen Sr., dec'd, 
filed March 12, 1855 states that he has reached the age of 21. M.E. Carter is; 
one of the Ex'rs. : 


(271) Edward Vanzandt, Adm'r of J.H. Vanzandt’s estate, asks for more time. 


(272) Petition of William C. Boothe, heir of Stephen Boothe who died three 
years ago intestate, is now age 21 and wants his part of the estate. Citations? 
issued to: Susan Boothe, widow; Mary & John Ford; Jane & T. McGruder Bryant;7 . 
Abram A., Susan V., Elijah & James L. Boothe and to Ransom E. Boothe of Jones Co” 
Thomas R. White, William Worthy in place of J.H. Vanzandt wno has died & M.E.= 
Carter Sr. appointed Commissioners to divide the slaves into 9 shares. ie: % 


Widow Susan, Nancy Ransom E., Martha Susan V., Moses Elijah, Philis &§ 
Mary Ford, John J.L., Rhoda Jane Bryant, Jack A.A., Marion ¥ 
Wm. C., Amanda Wit: Joshua Burkhalter Jr. J.P. 


(281) John L. Hargrove, Adm'r of the estate of Zana Lowe. She left sorta: | 
this petitioner, Rosannah & Daniel Loflin, Nancy & James W. Price of Rankin Co.;" 
Daniel B., Henry B. & Tamar Lowe. Benjamin B. Barnes, guardian of Henry & a 


~ 


in right of his wife. Negro Isaac is to be sold and the proceeds divided. 


12 
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55 i Elam Stok ys that he posted notices on the door of the Courthouse, on “the 
: door of the pist\pffice at Zion Seminary and at Laughton Davis’ mill. 
SU eee T.R. White, Adm'r of Joshua White's estate vs 5.B. Hathorn, Adm'r of 
Lott H. Thomas’ estate. The deceased had purchased the property of the widow of 
; a H. Thomas. A yedr’s worth of widow's provisions have not been paid to Mrs. 
+ Thomas or to Mrs. White. Joshua Burkhalter Jr., G.F. Robertson & D.G. Bullock 
are appointed Commissioners to set aside Mrs. Rhoda Thomas’ part. Feb. 1855 


Patient 


i 
f 
(290) Joshua Burkhalter Jr. & Kiddy Burkhalter are allowed to delay the set- 
tling of Jones Burkhalter’s estate until next December 24th in order to hire out 
Jan. 9. some slaves for income. Perry hired out to William L. Speed. March Term 1855 


(294) Petition of Reuben Watts, Adm’r de bonus non in place of Thomas L. 
}, 1832; Watts. Thomas Watts Jr. & Moses Pfiefer were partners in a merchantile business 
; Reuben Watts wants Thomas’ part settled. May Term 1855 


| _~ (298) Petition of Rhoda L. McInnis, Adm'rx of George Watt's estate, is now 
3ir are | ready for the distribution to: Bartlett S. Watts, Barbara wife of Wm. M. Coulter 
-ate. ;% George Ann wife of Wiley Coulter, and herself the widow. Notes due: 

2 


joch. 3 Reuben & John Watts Watts & Edmundson  J.E. McNair Phillip Lott 
i Win. Leggett _ James Smith Reuben Watts Jr. Mr. Aultmon 
Filed a = Expenses paid to: 
sec. ail Priefer & White Faler & Storm M. Pfiefer R. Watts Jr. 
Javis-k "M- Fagan Judges _Pone _& Napier Clerk Robertson 
74 Sea) R. Watts Jr, guardian of B.S. Watts W.M. & Wiley Coulter 
- Bartlett S. Watts, William M. Coulter & Wiley Coulter sign a release saying that 
; they have received their share of the estate. May Term 1855 
Dees’ | 
. that: . (301) Benj, Keys, Adm'r of Joshua Key's estate, filed a petition March 14, 
& John: 1854 saying that there was a Gin Stand and a pair of Mill Rocks that had not 
J.P, ; been sold. Simeon Clark has bought the Mill Rocks and other sundries, and Nath- 
+ aniel Lee bought a broad axe at the Aug. 12, 1854 sale. 
dec'd, 
ter isi (304) Inventory of Thomas J. Lott's estate. Notes on: James Edmundson, R. 
~ Watts & Joseph McAfee; on Jesse B. Lott & Joseph McAfee; on John Watts; & on 
: Thomas Norris. A.C. Powell, Adm'r. May Court 1855 
ime. 7 ~~ 


2 (305) James Smith, guardian of Nancy Watts, minor heir of John Watts, dec’d, 
three: files his 3rd annual report. July Term 1855 


ations = 
ryant (306) James A. Stubbs states that on Oct. 10, 1842 he purchased a tract of 
nes Co; land from Archibald Anderson, late of this county. SE4, 160a & S2 SE4, SE4 Sw4 
i F.3 sec.25 & SW4 NE4 sec.36 TON RIBW & SW4 SW4 sec.30 T9 RI7W & 45a described in 
sec.31 T9 RI7W & 40a in sec.36 T9 RI8W & E2 NW4 sec.36 T9 RI8W, 420a in all. He 
fie paid in installments with the last note becoming due Jan. 1, 1850 which he paid. 
on He has not yet received his deed. Archibald Anderson died intestate with John 


E. McNair as the Adm'r. The Sheriff of Simpson Co. is ordered to cite J.E. 
McNair to appear in Court and to give Mr. Stubbs his deed. July Term 1855 


(310) Annual account of William Loflin, guardian of Nancy M. Ragland, a non 
compus mentis. July Term 1855 


13 
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. Although ‘failing to reac’ 
| quota: on November -5, deadtine 
“for. the completion ‘of the War 

ae ‘Fund Drive, indications. ° were 
. that Jackson © County county. 
‘would pass its quota by Saturday. 

« of ‘this week, A. F.. Megehee, 

~~ county. chairman, said. 

Total funds in hand late Thurs- 
day Amounted to $18,012.44, 


‘which is $296.78 below. the 


-:¢ounty’s quota of $18,300. How- 
ever, additional. donations were 
~’“expeeted to swell this figure well 
beyond the quota, Mr. Megehee 

«paid, 
A partial breakdown of the do- 


™ nations follows: a, 


Moss Point area, E.V. Suthoff, 
chairman: House to house: can- 
- vass of women’s committee under 


Mrs, W. H. Nelson, Jr., as: chair: 


” man, $873.86; business establi 
sements, Claude Blanchard, * chai 


Son V Watts, 
Mr..and Mrs. ‘Lonni 


Watts, Missing 


Mr..and Mrs. Lorinie Watts, Si; 
of . Pascagoula, . -have... received: 
word that their younger son, Al- 
ton, is among the missing: The 
telegram ‘arrived’: Friday night, 


and was from the: War Depart: z 
ment, and stated that-further de: ti 
tails would follow.° ‘ 


. The missing searian, was a’ mas: 
chinist mate and when-last heard |; 
from .was -on one’ of.:thi 
boats of the: fleet.” He 
eran of the seas having’ been’ in: 3 
the Navy for about four years.” |, 

He ‘atténded the. Pascagoula k 
schools: cs 5 
He" is & member’ of one: of: the fi 
est fami i : 
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+ ee AND MOSS POINT, MISSISSIPPY. 


ae nee 12, 1943 | 
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HOOF MANY AMPHIBIOUS operationsalong the tough road back from the Solomons to the Phillppines, | 
“Old du" Ja righton the Job agaln at Leyte Ialand, as the 
ows. In the foreground, sandbaga for beach gun emplacements are bemg cevlied while more men 


at 
a 


rd-manned LST-18, known sy the * 
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and supplies far the battle of the Central Philippines pour of the famous chip. In the background Ja the 


= UST-204, 


To Lay. Plans For Seren Additional 


Recreation Funds, 


4A mass meeting of all utter. 
ested citizens and heatis at civi¢ 
-{'and business organizations “has 
deen—entied-for-s jem Monday 
a@the High school auditarntim to 
consider. means of reising acddi- 
tional funds for the Poscagaula 
Recreation. Program, ‘Thomua R. 
Wells, chairman of the city re~ 
aon TOMIISTIGfgS sTGUNCET 
Thursday, 
—-The mass meeting wax culled 
‘|following sessions of the erty 
commission “held “this wepk. 

4 Anhough no-oftctal figures ure 
‘Lyet~available on the amount ‘of 
‘|money-raised for the rotreation 


Si bined War and seamen Fund 
‘}drive, Indications arc that tt will: 


1 bo--necessary .¢6 raise approxi- 
mately -$7,000 to $8,000 more. 
The city's. Priority on the pro- 

yf gram” chas.. beer extended’ by the 

nt ‘to ¢vJanuary 2 


fy 1939. 


(given up the 


t Meeting Mon 


Wahian John Watts 
Officially Listed 
Among The Missing 


Alten John Watt 2 metar 
chinist’s mate bist) fas, ties been 
officlahy Usted aeons the ries. 
Ing. nceording lea ielir peceived 
last week bv Mi cied Mus Lon- 
nie L. Watts, Stooof Tecageula, 
from the Navy depoartinent at 
Washingion, 

On November §. lati, 
Mrs. Watts received ao tedexeam 
ffom Washington tating them 
that their son bad bewn Missuny | 

Rovember 2. And as he tia, 
net yet been heard from, follow: 
ne the custony om such case 
after a oyetr’s wenit, the officer! 
notification was sent te ven 

As the cnogugeme nt 
Walls was fost was araund Bou- 
Bainville, the family hay never 
hope that he will 

‘emnd “on Gone GO The 
islands. there, when the Japs 
‘| finally driven out. 

Watts eniisted in the Navy in 
He has a brother, Lonnie 
itts, Jv, who is‘in the Nu- 


mae 


Ahrooand 


in whuaets. 


are 


which, alan hae » nroud Invasion record.” U.S, Coast Guard photo, 


| 


(international) | 


10 18 he Go oe 
Sale Monday, Mrs, 


Mcllwain Reminds 


Mis S. 1 
of Juckwon 
Anse lution, 


Meliwiin, president 
Tuberculosis 

announged, 
(hat Che annual sate ef Chrixtimis 


county 


loday 


Seals wali begin next Munday. 
Tt was stated that officer! health 

agencies have urged 

axsocnilion lo intensify 


Ix pro- 


Sinn 


a | 


wnspe 


Enlai Hil 


The ‘ et acqtiainted™ 


ath the Moss~ Point” Rotary: = sleet 


TSUN to esday“night} i 
munity were: Pires 
tartans ata dinner at the’ Hurle 
Community House. . ie 
‘The dinner grew ou 
conceived bY-W —Hi 
the promotion ~of ~ better? 
sidading between rur 
residents and the development: of 
means of livlihood -which would [i 
muke the rural sectlons indepens, 
dent. Each Roterlan had, Sent his 6: 
gucst a man living 
ton of the County 
Long tables were arranged 
the auditorium jand-colo 
terpleces. of. atl 


the local | vegetahies wit 


bright be ries WET Used 


kramn of X-ray-examinations edie 


ucuben and etber means of com- 
tuberculosis, which even 
since Poarl Harbor has ctuimed 
Lmete American lives than the 
war itself. a a 
Everyone will be asked to buy 
mod ouse the fittle CHristmas 
Sickers se that this important 
health work, mey bess increased 
dunn the coming year. A 


ra 


Governors To Be 
Guests Of Ingalls - |; 
ae eee 


Biloxi > this | sweek-end=t aes 


val Rese T¥e, god Is based ‘at San] guests“of 


Diego. 
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Ted Mattota, the host of this weekend's reunton for the USS Foote, has a room in his Roslindale hom 
pictures of the ship which he shared with 325 other men for almost three years. 
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A return to the sea 


World War II shipmates 
to hold reunion ona 
ship like they’d fought 
on in the war 


By Don Selffert 
STAFF WRETER 


hey are among the dwindling 
f numbers of soldiers who 
fought for America more 


“ Bae a nn nA thin 


life helping to organize the reunions 
of the crew of the USS Foote. The for- 
mer seaman first class says that ever 
since the USS Foote came to port for 
the last time in New York City in 
1945, he had always hoped to be re- 
united with his shipmates. 

One cold moming in January 1983, 
he received a phone call out of the 
blue, and was asked if he was the 
same Ted Mottola who had been 
aboard the Foote in WWII. He said 


wae Tha nallor than invitad him tn the 


sorry.” He attended the reunion 
along with about 1,500 veterans. Pat- 
sos has since undergone chemothera- 
py for lung cancer, however, and'said 
he will not be able to take part in the 
turnaround this Sunday of the USS 
Cassin Young. 

The veterans say that every year, 
fewer of the original crew membeys 
are able to come to the annual te" 
unions that have been held since 
1983. Where once crewmates were 
tnct in the eambat of war. today. in- 


October 6, 1999 Parkway and West Roxbury Transcripts, page 1: 


WWII shipmates reunite 


VETERANS, from page 12 


"| until 3 in the moming.” 


“She knows more about it than 
me,” Mattola admits. Chalmers said 
that the stories inspired a strong sense 
of history in many of the veterans’ 
families. 

“It gave me a great sense of patrio- 
tism, so much more than some of these 


_ | people today,” she said, She said that 


growing up in the 1960s, she had a 


-| “tough time” wimessing the flag bum- 


ings and other war protests of the time. 

The stories are a compelling mem- 
ory that few younger generations 
share. Patsos recounted the story of a 
night when he narrowly avoided 
Navy discipline, the details of which 
weren’t fully known until decades 
later, He was testing the mechanisms 
that release depth charges aboard the 
USS Foote when he accidentally 
pushed a tigger button twice, drop- 
ping a bomb when there were no ene- 
mies around. 

“No one knew what had hap- 
pened,” he said of the accident, which 
caused a bomb to explode in the water 
when no enemies were around, and 
prompted an investigation to deter- 
mine what caused the explosion. Pat- 
sos said he fully expected to be sent to 
the ship’s jail for his mistake. “I was 


During the early moming on Nov 
3, 1943, the destroyer was hit by : 
Japanese torpedo that took off the 
stem of the boat, killing 19 of the 32‘ 
crewmen. Finger’s best friend 
“Micks,” who had been on board jus 
a short time, was one of those men, 

“The part the got me the most,’ 
Finger said in the videotaped inter 
view, “was Mick was wrapped up it 
the flag when he died.” He said tha 
the moming after the torpede hit, hx 
saw Micks had fallen across the torpe 
do tubes which he had manried. 

Visibly upset by the telling of th 
story, Finger, after a few minutes 
gocs on to say that the reunions brin; 
out long-buried feelings from the wai 

“It seems strange that you can ge 
emotional after 50 years, but you ge 
around your old shipmates and I can’ 
help it. There’s many stories, ari 
that’s the best of them,” he said. 

By wartime standards, the crew 
men remember the ship as, above al 
lucky. 

“The Foote, I think, was a very spe 
cial ship, and this is almost my secon: 
family,” said Patsos of the people at th 
reunion, adding, “Not almost. {t is.” 

Mattola, too, says that the shi: 
somehow escaped the Kamikaze pi 
lots who steered their planes into sui 
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1200 East Street * Dedham, MA 02026 
el: (781) 329-7655 * Fax ea): 329-7314 _ 


A. Pacheco, Town Clerk 
Street 
MA 02026 


tedham Annual Town Meeting of April 12, 1999 — Case | 


Varrant Article #24 (General) 
’acheco, : 


? amendments to the town by-laws adopted under Article | 


7 hold reunion at Dedham Hilton 


varrant for the Dedham town meeting that convened on 
599, with the approval of this Office. - . 


Yours truly, 


THOMAS F. REILLY - 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 


py: KSI. Lawrence 


. pk Se  hrescipal aw, Unit: : me] 
wn Meeting, Ai 12.1 1999 0PM) ey 


TWENTY-FOUR: By the Conseroation Commiissiot. To ce: | 
twill vote.to amend Chapter 28 (Wetlands Protection By- | 


Revised ‘By-Laws ps follows: - 


2 as part of the definition of:the term "alter": 
[aoe - Any work Within 200 feet of any. river asi ‘defined i in 


husetis Rivers Act of 1996, as may he amended, from time | 


Amend Section 3a by adding “and areas s within 200 | 
waterbody. which meets the definition of a “river” under ‘ 
husetts Weilands Protection Act; Chapter 131, Section 40, | 


er “aforesaid resource areas" and deleting the word "and" 
word “lands.” The amended subsection will read as fol- 


) . Exceptas permitted by the Conservation Commis- 


ing the filing of the appropriate application, or as pro- | 


is bylaw, no person shall remove, fill, dredge, build upon, 


scharge into or otherwise alter the following résource ar-" 
shwater wetland; marshes; wet meadows; bogs; swamps; |) 


s; banks; reservoirs; lakes; ponds; streams; creeks; beaches; 
r waterbodies; lands subject to flooding or inundation by 
er or surface water (collectively the “resource areas pro- 
tis bylaw" listed in this section); lands within 100 feet of 
sforesaid resource aréas; and areas within 200 feet of any 
which meets the definition of a “river” under the Massa- 


atlands Protection Act, Chapter 131, Section 40, Said re-" 


8 need not border surface waters in order to qualify for 


+ Amend Section 17b. b adding the following sub- 

indude fees for review of we' delineations, said fees 

sed where the Commission, in. its discretion, determines 

ition is necessary: 

_ Wetland Delineation and Poe Review... - 

50 per linear foot 

of resource area 
delineated, to a 
maximum of 


$100.00 per single 


* Tl, Fletcher Class 
-U.S.S. Foote is coming to 
‘Dedham. 


‘Assistant Attorney General |: a 


Add the following subsection paragraph under 1 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


ime veanam limes 


(From left): Shipma 


ies Ted M ottola, Frank Nelson, John Connolly and Bill Patsos in Boston's 
North End dares 1998 “mini-reunion." 


October 1, 1999" 


World War II shipmates will 


contributed by Marie Chalmers 
The crew of the World War 
Destroyer the 


The group ‘will come from 


4} ‘all overithe United. States to 
relive the victories; honor those : 
-. who were lost in battle and re- 
» member those who have died 


‘since..Old sea stories will be 


* told, and the crew will remem-. 
- ber the experiences of their 
ship and ‘the war, of their” 
}. youth. 


Their reunion will take 


‘place at theiHilton at Dedham 
-Place next weekend, Oct. 7-11, 


1999. Crew members will be 
joined by four generations of 
their family palates all.part 
of the extended Foote family 
that has been getting together 
for the past 16 years. 

The U.S.S. Foote DD-511, 
one of 175 Fletcher Class De- 


‘stroyers constructed in less 


than one thousand days dur- 
ing World War‘Il, was built in 
Bath, 
sioned in December ‘1942 at 


- Boston. After rigorous training 


and drills from Maine to 
Guantanamo, Cuba, the ship 
got her first assignment: to 


- convoy merchant ships to 


Casablanca, French Morocco, 
Africa. 
But the real test for the ship 


. and crew was to come in the 


Pacific. 


Maine and commis- - 


she received a near fatal blow 


from a Japanese torpedo. 
washit in the fantail during the 


Battle of Empress Augusta Bay 
of Bougainville on the night of ~ 
November. 2, 1943..This was «. 
the battle in which Captain | 


Burke's DESRON-23 proved 
that fast enemy destroyers op- 


erating in unison on their own: 
could defeata superior enemy 


force. The Foote lost 20 


men and 55 feet of her fantail. *. 
Mariaging tostay afloat, the 
Foote wastowed home and re- ° 


paired in San Pedro, Califor- 
nia. 

Completely rebuilt and 
back in fighting trim, the Foote 
and its crew embarked once 
again for the Pacific, this time 
to join the assault on the Phil- 
ippines. : : 

Off Tacloban, Leyte her 
crew saw the first evidence of 
Japan's suicide air attacks, the 
dreaded kamikaze: The Foote 
crew was further tested in the 


first re-supply convoy: to: 


Mindoro and ‘the shore bom- 


bardments at Lingayen Gulf, ° 
Luzon where Allied Forces | | 


landed to retake Manila. . 


When the "Little Benvers" | 


reassembled and sailed for 
Okinawa they sailed into what 


was to be the greatest battle of 


all: the Battle for Okinawa in 
the t 
em tip of Japan; where the last- 


She | 


yuku Chain, at the south- 


ditch effort of the Japanese sent 
their death squadrons agairist 
the fleet arid nearly turned the’ 


invasion into a ‘disaster, The’ 


destroyers were especially vul- 
nerable to the ‘kamikaze on 
their Radar Picket Stations 20 
to 45 miles offshore. 

The Fodte's luck ‘held, and . 
after several close calls, the day 


finally came when ‘Japan :1e- 


quested terms of surrender. | 

ie duty’ ‘well :dorie,. the: 
ULS.S. Foote DD-511 raised her 
anchor for the ‘last time in for- 
éign waters, and with home- 
ward’ bound pennants flying, 
sailed for home on September 
10,1945.° ° * 

She entered New York har- 
bor on October 17, 1945 in vic- 
tory parade with 56 other ships 
of the Pacific fleet. 

Coming home to Boston 
where:the ship was commis. . 
sioned will be quite a treat for. 
those who were stationed here. 


2A Houirs A Day 


‘T Days A Week 
eng CAS 
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Georgia Tu 27/2", Was dpe 


Robert Rico. _ Sef 
Daughter of George F. Tuttle, Jr. 


P.O. Box 549 
Lebanon, NH 03766-0549 


H: 603-448-3433 


W: 603-448-1071 
E-mail: georgia_tuttle@valley.net 


Georgia kneels on the USS 
Foote’s bench aboard the Coast 


Guard’s USS Cape St. George. 
Each booth in the ship’s mess 
is named for a Little Beaver 

Squadron ship. 


Bob and Rog inspect the 


galley of the USS Kidd. 
USS FOOTE DD-51 Be, 
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_. MOLUNTEERS: vaterans like H.P. ‘Ham! Hamilton, below, help keep the decks swabbed and the paint 


fresh on the World War Il destroyer USS Cassin Young. 
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‘Lucky ship’ crew holds reunion 


Fifty-seven years ago, as swarms 
of Japanese kamikaze pilots bom- 
barded a fleet of U.S. ships off the 
coast of Okinawa, Ted Mottola 
thought he and ‘the rest of the 
crew of the USS Foote were “dead 
in the water.” 

The destroyer was disabled by a 
torpedo and was taking on water. 


. The 325 sailors aboard watched in 


STAFF PHOTOS BY 
Gare Lachinian 


horror as ships all around them 
were torn apart by suicide pilots. 

Twenty-one men werc killed 
aboard the USS Foote during the 
infamous Nov. 2, 1943 attack, but 
somehow the ship made it to 
shore. 

This weekend, about 50 surviv- 
ing members of the legendary 
battleship’s crew are in Boston. 
Yesterday they headed to sea 
aboard the USS Cassin Young. 

“It brings back a lot of memo- 
ries,” Mottola, 78, of Roslindale, 
said. “Some of the guys will be 
running around like little chil- 
dren.” 

Volunteers, including many 


Worid War IL vets, toiled all last 


week at Charlestown Navy Yard 
sprucing up the Cassin Young, one 
of three remaining U.S. Fletchcr- 
Class destroyers, in anticipation of 
the weekend reunion. 

‘The government made 175 of the 
destroyers between 1941 and 1945; 
but only the Cassin Young, the 
USS Sullivan in Buffalo, N.Y., and 
the USS Kidd in Baton Rouge, La. 
remain. 

The Cassin Young is named for 
a Navy commander who was a re- 
cipient of the Medal of Honor for 
saving sailors during the Dec. 7, 
194], attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Young died on the heavy cruiser 


USS San Francisco on Nov. 13, 


1942, when the ship was ham- 
mered by artillery shells during 
the naval battle of Guadalcanal. 

“We put about 100 old salts on 
here and their families and it 
brings them back to their youth,” 
said Ed Locke, a maintenance 
chief for the National Park Service 
who works on the Cassin You 
“They grew up here. It's like their 
second home.” 


For volunteers like Jack Cronin. 
the self-proclaimed “saltiest guy in 
town,” the ship truly is a home 
away from home, 

Cronin, who volunteers. two 
days a week at the Navy yard, Was 
on a cruiser in the fleet with the 


. Cassin Young when it was struck 


by a kamikaze pilot near Okinawa. 


. “Twenty-five men diced right ° 


here in this boiler room,” Cronin, 
73, said as he worked in the guts of 
the vessel. e 

“These boats werc the first line 
of defense. The destroyers did a 
hell of a job taking out the kami- 
kazes and many of them took a 
real beating.” : 

Wilbur Rogers of Baton Rouge 
was just 17 years old when the 
USS Foote took part in the 82-day 
battle at Okinawa. He recalled a 
“blood bath” at sca in which 13 
US. cor were sunk by Ja- 
pan’s “death squadrons.” 

“Onc, hit so close -to us, it 
wounded men on the ship,” he re- 
called. “We shot (a Japanese 

lane) down before it hit us. It 
landed about 20 yards away.” 

Rogers, 74, traveled to Boston 
for this weekend's events, which 
include functions at the Dedham 
Hilton and a trolley tour of Boston 
as well as yesterday's day at sca 
aboard the Cassin Le a 

USS Foote survivors have met 
each year since 1983 in a different 
location; 12 years ago, the group 
made a short voyage to sea on the 
Cassin Young. - 

Rogers said although they may 
be different in their daily lives, 
they have an undeniable bond 
when they reunite cach year. 

“After the war, we all went our 
separate ways. Some went to col- 
lege, some didn’t,” Rogers, a retired 
Exxon engineer, 

“But when we get back together, 
it seems like we just pick up our 
conversations where we left them 
of 40 years ago. It's amazing, real- 
y.” 


Each year, the group gets a bit 
smaller: Since last year’s reunion in 
Missouri, two members have dicd. 

“We're older, let's face 
it," Mottola “But it’s great to 
get together and see all the guys. 
me were lucky. It was a lucky 
ship.” 


MAKING READY: National Parks Service worker Ed Coughlin, left, 
tries to squeeze through a tiny hatch. Below, volunteer vets Bob 
Kslazyk, left, and Ronald Sandberg relive thelr days as sailors. 
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GLOBE STAFF PHOTO / MARK WILSON 
Veterans of the destroyer USS Foote sail around Boston Harbor. 


WWII veterans sail 
down memory lane 


By Michael Kenney 
GLOBE STAFF 


ABOARD THE USS CASSIN YOUNG - “The thing that 
I remember,” said Wilbur Rogers, “is the fact that we were so . 


young.” 

Rogers, now 74, was among several dozen men-who served 
aboard the destroyer USS Foote during World War IT. On 
Saturday, they were aboard the Cassin Young ~a sister ship 
to the Foote ~- when it headed into Boston Harbor from its 
berth at the Charlestown Navy Yard for its annual sea trials. 

And what Rogers also knows, he said quietly, is that 
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“we're losing one man a month” from 
among the 660 men who served 
aboard the Foote. Now, said Rogers, 
only some 40 members of the Foote 
Association, which he heads, actually 
served aboard the ship. The rest are 
“legacies” — wives, widows, children, 
and grandchildren. 

As they walked slowly around 
the decks of the Cassin Young, the 
emotional high point of their week- 
end reunion, the old shipmates re- 
called glory and death — and also the 
lighter moments of their lives to- 
gether. 

There was the night in Novem- 
ber 1948 off Bougainville, during the 
Solomon Islands campaign, when a 
Japanese torpedo hit the fantail, 
blowing off 55 feet of its 376-foot 
length and killing 20 members of its 
330-man crew. 


“We were making a torpedo run - 


on a cruiser,” said John Connolly of 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. “But a Japa- 
nese destroyer was making a run on 
us and we didn’t know it.” 

“Three seconds earlier,” said Bill 
Stone of Concord, “we’d have been 
hit amidships” - almost certainly 
dooming the ship. 

When John Wason, the ship’s 
gunnery officer, was out of hearing, 
they recalled the day in May 1945 off 
Okinawa when a gun crew under his 
command brought down a Japanese 
kamikaze making a suicide attack on 
the Foote. The kamikaze plane 
crashed barely 30 yards off the port 
beam. Wason, now of Evergreen, 
Colo., received the Bronze Cross for 
his part in the action. 

Greg Ferritto, now of Sarasota, 
Fla., remembers that as the Japa- 


nese plane exploded on sone into 
the water, sending fragments toward 
the ship, he dived for the deck and 
landed on top of Wason. 

“Funny thing,” he said, laughing 
at his recollection. “I landed on top 
of Wason, but he got the medal.” 

Ferritto had another story to tell 
on himself. His station at general 
quarters was at one of the gun 
mounts on the stern. But on one run, 
the guns had been removed so that 
the Foote could transport equip- 
ment. So when a general quarters 
was sounded in the middle of a rain- 
storm, he took shelter, rather than 
standing out on the guniess deck. , 

He was called before the captain, 
who didn’t accept his explanation, 
telling Ferritto that if he had been at 
his station, he might have spotted an 
enemy submarine periscope or an at- 
tacking plane. For punishment, Fer- 
ritto was ordered to the crow’s-nest, 
high above the ship. “I was up there 
all day and everybody who came 
along would holler up, ‘Hey, Greg, 
what do you see up there?’” 

Lighter memories returned, too, 
as the old shipmates from the Foote 
walked around the ship s so much like 
their own. 

John Gallagher, now of Raleigh, 
N.C., was a fire control director, 
squeezed in a tiny compartment 
deep inside the ship’s hull, directing 
the fire of on-deck gun crews. It was 
also, he recalled, the place where 
bottles of whiskey, illegally brought 
aboard, could be stashed underneath 
the flooring. 

“We'd save it up,” he recalled, 
“then we'd all squeeze in there and 
have a drink.” 


And there were memories of 


their long-ago leaders, Admiral Ar- 


ote mates share memories 


leigh Burke who led their squadro. 
during the Pacific campaign and wo. 
the knickname “31-Knot” for th 
speed and dash of his destroyer: 
Burke also gave the squadron it 
nickname, “Little Beavers,” whic 
was embroidered on many of th 
Foote shipmates’ windbreakers an: 
is the emblem for the reunio: 
badges. This year, to note its Bosto: 
location, the beaver is riding on Par 
Revere’s horse. 

Stone recalled that Burke saw : 

young torpedo man painting th 
words on a torpedo casing and like 
it as a symbol that would pull th 
ships and their crews together — as i 
has clearly done now for over a half 
century. ; 
The reunions began only 1 
year's ago, said Rogers. “When w 
got to be 50 and 55,” he said, “w 
began to feel a little nostalgia. But 
only went reluctantly to that first re 
union. Once I got there, however, 
was picking up on conversation 
where I'd left off 54 years before. I 
was like, ‘As I was saying ...’” 

Like several of his old shipmates 
Rogers refers to those days as “dou 
ble-u, double-u eleven.” He said thi 
refers to phrasing he hears fron 
young people today who are so fa 
removed from the days of Work 
War II that that is what they under 
stand when they see a written refer 
ence to “WWIL.” 

Rogers now lives in Bato: 
Rouge, La, where he is the commis 
sioner of the Louisiana Naval Wa 
Memorial, which is another siste’ 
ship of the Foote, the USS Kidd. 

“T’m lucky how I can go back, 
Rogers said. “I’m 74, but I can wall 
on those decks of the Kidd and I’n 
19 years old again.” 
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Funeral! servic “CS wore lens 
Thursday for a 3f-veg ~old rail 
—-read. |_eenducter “hilled Sianda 
“when he was trushed bea Trem! 
train. in Pascagouta. 
~~ eServices for-Chester"Stonews 


Watts were conducted at id. a.m. 
in Mobile from the chasel of Hi 


: to delaras ah 
was Drothor ci John Wetss 
Fe: si Iocal L&N agent and 


jidos L. BR. Wats : ; 

Interment was’ in: Mebite Me- ; 
‘ morial Gardens. bak 

Watts died at fi:29 am. Tues 
‘day in_ Sinting River Hospit 
about six hours after the aeciden a 
which occurred a re L&N yard 

Empl¢ by SiN. for more 


a. 
made daily runs. between Mobite! 
and. ease! ‘Christh 


its ow ay: to i) sz 
Stopped -in Pas: 
“pat -to-swifen: 
| McRaney said. 
preparing to pu 
was pinned bets 
box cars and the 


Tone SHR a AOA HON sn wien ib eM, then nadie uno engee 


Edgy pretd eds cn 
The: injured mao was rushed 
to the Hosp tal by Bryant's Am 
bulance $ pee i ~ 
McRaney. 
Claude Eub rE 
few seconds "be hes 
ed and halted the ies i 
The agent said. thera .were oo. | 
witnesses fo the secidonh i 
Waits ws a native of § ‘ 


‘Ain. and a res 
‘many years. Hy: 
Dauphin Way 
ae =: Brothera 
“Train Conductors 
Eacbaree ia i 
Dessie Bakes, 
Caughter, 34 
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iking just as much as 
ith ‘coffee and ‘pop sub-. 
for more potent pota- 


oys make goo-goo eyes 
and visiting lady mem- 
ler the benign supervis- 
heir wives, and. every: 
fine -In this best of all 
worlds, 
vers of the group gather 
ub whenever the notion 
em, and there are three 
meetings weekly. These 
s are sometimes inter- 
by a former Green Ga- 
‘ron in search of a beer. 
istaken visitors are met 
joor, usually by R. W., 
the more zealous mem- 
tho accompanies them 
iter darkness and ex- 
the situation. .One such 
gent peered inténtly at 
and remarked: “Say, I 
‘ou! And, boy, you sure 
ditty « : 
night after a meeting, a 
‘ful individual barged in ~ 
x and, looking neither 
‘right nor to the left, 
d his way hastily be- 
several groups of coffee 
s standing around. | 
ad his elbow on the bar 
the. nature of the gather- 
Ud be explained to him. 
med stared nervously 
fantly at the crowd and 
ooted toward the door 
e overheard “him mut- 
something about, “a fate 
than death.” The coffee 
ts gave him plenty of 
o the manner of people 
1ow that # cornered ani- 
ty, be dangerous. 
Uy after the AAs took 
heJoint was invaded in 
€ small hours by an un- 
ied individual with thirst 
throat and larceny in his 
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“Two hundred students and 115 
parents arid adult leaders repre- 
senting seven Negro 4H Clubs 
gathered at Moss Point Magnolia 
school Friday for the annual ral- 


ly. 

Following the morning pro- 
gram, lunch was served in the 
cafeteria. The afternoon devoted 
to a talent show and film, “The 
Fifth H,". shown by M. P. Lewis, 
county farm-agent, and J. M. Ep- 
ting of the county health depart- 
ment. 

’ Prise winners were announ-. 

ced today by Annie Wimbs, 

Negro home agent. In the ora- 

torical contest Emma Jackson. 
- Bluff Creek, Ist: Gloria Brown. 

Pascagoula, 2nd, and Barbara 

Quave, Gautier, 3rd. 

Demonstrations: Bluff Creek, 
lst; Gautier, 2nd. 

Special. talent: Mattie Tallefroe, 
Pascagoula, ‘Ist; Mildred) Han- 
shaw, Ocean Springs, Znd; Alma 
Norvell, 3rd; Gail Woodie, 4th. 

Folk dances: Moss Point Mag- 
nolia, Gautier ahd Pascagoula. - 

Leadership: Celestine Simmons, 
Gautier, 1st; Emma Jackson, Biuff 
Creek, 2nd. ' 

Medals for best records: Cel- 
estine ‘Simmons, Gautier, food 
preparation; Leroy Fairley, 
Bluff Creek, gardening: Gwen- 
dolyn Reddix, Vancleave, can- 
ning:Agnes Mason, Moss Point, 
clothing and Mwry Cunningham, 
Moss Point, canning. 

Banners were awarded Bluff 
Creek and Davis Chapel for 100% 
attendance with all members in 
uniform. ; 

There are seven clubs in the 
county—Moss Point, Pascagoula, 
Gautier, Ocean Springs, Davis 
Chapel, Bluff Creek and Esca- 
tdwpa. Pascagoula, the most re- 
cently organized, has been active 


Second Go-Round 
: ‘ eee 
For Rabies Shots. 

R. W. Marsh, Bilox! veterinar- 
jan, will be in Pascagoula Satur- 
day to innoculate dogs against 
rables, mayor Wilber Dees said 
today. Me fet al 

Marsh will be at the police sta- 
tion from 8 to 10 am.; at Lake 
school from. 10 @.m. to moon; at 
Market street fire station from 1 
to 3 p.m.,. and at Beach school 
from 3 to § p.m. 

He will return to Moss Point 
April 25 from 8 to 10 a.m. he will 
be at Kreole, from 10 a.m. until 
noon at Escatawp aand from 1 
until 5 p.m. at the firernan’s hall, 


Oregon Engaged 
In Longest Trip 
With New Gear 


Testing of an electronic: “fish. 
finder” and live-bait, fishing for 
tuna will receive special atten- 
tion during the current cruise of 
the Oregon. 

The cruise will be one of the 
longest the Oregon has taken 
since being based at Pascagoula 
for Gulf exploratory work by the 
US Fish & Wildlife Service. The 
cruise is scheduled to last until 
June 25.0700 

Operations will be centered in 
the approaches to the Gulf, the 
Straits of Florida, the Yucatan 
Channel and the northeast Cari- 
bbean. . 

Chief emphasis will be placed 
on live bait Zshing ‘for black 


and 


BUD WIGwE 
Report Ler 
Mrs. Marion L. 
Point chairman of 1 
ican. Cancer . Socie 
raising campaign, : 
on the drive in her 
“The drive look 
Mrs. Smith said, “% 
so far have been . 
started Monday. So 
ing of* their time . 
this year’s crusade 
cer.” ; 
Working with 3} 


‘Mrs. C. B.. Armiste 


tiety educational d 
county. 

Members of } 
committee are | 
mond, ‘merchants 
sional men: Mrs. J 
Ward 1: Mrs. Bil 
Mn. W. L, Hum 
2; Mra. Owen. De: 
3: Mrs. J. A. Bu 
Mrs.. Bubba Ne 
Heights, and Luth 
for the schools. 
.-Justine —-Robins 
chairman of the N: 

Jay C. Schwing] 
county chairman 
credited the res) 
“knowledge so mai 
of the Cancer Soci 
to cancer-stricken 

The various uni: 
pointed out as an 
gone all-out in can 
nations, 


‘yellow fin tuna’ and white |“ 


for two monte Lf» 1a 5% 
‘Gentile Statement 

i wal Published Today — 
xcellent photos of W. G. 


and the Moss Point clean-| J. B. Gentile, Pascagoula elec- 

hitteé published last week | trician, formally announced today 

ade. by. Clifford Stagg of/in his campaign for ptblic, works 

dint Be cage en. ‘) commissioner, 

- was inadvertantly omit-| His‘ statement appears on page 
Lot hon _ [eight, section three. 


sntinued on page 8) 
Aosta esteem 


CREDIT DUE 


a BL . = 
itlo of males to females in| Safety pins 3,000 years old 
opulation of the United) which still fasten have been 
ag:beenidecreasing stead-|found by archaeologists, says the 
ibout-tour decades. {National Geographic Society, 


vo 


' skip-jack. . 

In addition,.exploratory drags| ... 
with a 40-foot shrimp trawl will 
‘be made in’ areas hitherto not 
covered by the Oregon. Z 

Snapper fishing with wire lines 
will be undertaken in deep wa- 
ter, if and when indications of 
potential “snapper .fishing are. 
found. Ss Seupieaee 

Tuna fishing gear has been pre- 
pared so that changes from the 
conventional style ‘used on the 
Pacific to other kinds can be! i 
made without return to port, ac- | @ 
cording to Stewart Springer, dir. 
ector. : Was eee o : 
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Parker, Jamie Leatherbury, K. N. 
Flurry, Hazel Ashley and Miss 
Marcia Young, decorations. -Mes-" 
dames Martha Petersen, Savan- 
nah Pinkston, Erene Saliba, Cath- 
erine Firth, Lynwood and Char- 
les Mitchell, refreshments. £ 


OLV To Open Ra | 
Kindergarten) ~ THE 


was secant in by J. s.. Pikka of. Krecle, 1: you. ‘have. ‘any: ol 
photos of Jackson aaa places, things or Beenie: = 


Next September 


A well-equipped kindergarten 
is to be opened at OLV schoo! 
next September according to a 
report from Sister M. Joseph, 
principal of the elementary school 
who stated that a child must be 5 
years old by Dec. 31 to be eligible 
for enrollment. f 

The report was,: given to the 
Catholic School League at a meet- 
ing Wetinesday in the high schao! 
cafeteria. 

The new adding machine re- 
cently bought for the school was 
displayed by Sister Lucretia, ead 
of the commercial department. 

It was announced that the jun- 
ior class will sponsor a tiny tot 
Valentine ball in the school audi- 
torium Sunday at 3 p. m. 

Mrs. J. E. Krebs, co-chairman} | 
with Mrs. Lonnie J Watts, re- 
ported that more than $1700: had 
been earned at the annual Carni- 
val ball. 

Mrs, Joe Stigletts reported. on 
attendance of mothers at meet- 
ing for the quarter with prizes 
going to the ‘and, 6th and lth 
grades. Peer a 

The league decided: ‘to buy dic- 
tionaries for the. high school li- 
brary. The door prize: went to 
Mrs. Joe Kelly, .. Refreshments 
wete served by the : hostesses; 
Mesdames Charles Johnson and 
W. C. Westphal. oo 

Prayers were said by Mrs. Cora 
Bell McGrath arid Sister M. Clem- ¥ 
entine. 3 


Note the four- 


‘eget re he 


At Moss Point 


The resignation of J. D. Stone- 
street, head coach at Moss. Point 
high, was announced today by L 
WwW. Tanner, city school superin-| 
tendent. 


Ohh Sel adv Tane 1. 


MORE THAN ‘40 YEARS AGO, THIS PHOTO 
a cargo steamship loading railroad’ ctoss: 5 
sted sailing ship In left: 

Mississippi Export Riilroad lines ‘in foreground 


ackground: ‘ard: th 


rent ras “ ‘ *. . 2 sages i aa 
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Beginning =F 
Numerous Cases 


munity” were. guests “of— 


and suppli f i 
turians,at a dinner at the H 


LST-202, which, alan hee © mroud Invhsion record” U, 3, Coast Guard photo, 


oLay ‘Plans F : Raising Additional 
t Meeting Monday 


T. B. Seals Go On | 
Sale Monday, Mrs. 
i McIlwain Reminds 


‘The dinner grew out) ot 
‘| conceived - by Wir-Br 
the promotion ~of~ better der 
standing between rural. sha reed g 
residents and the development: of; 
means of ‘livlihood «which:we HP 
tnake the rural. sections indepens, 
dent. Esch. Rotarian hadi as 
guest_a_manclivine 
tion of the county... 

Long tables, were rranged i 
the auditorium and- colortuk¢ 
terpicees_ of adtumn—fruije-ane 


Pena 
Mrs. S. 1B. Mellwain.’ president 
of Juckson county Tuberculosis 
Association, today wineunged. 
that the annual sale of Christmas 
Seuls will begin next Monday, 


It wax stated that official health 
have urged... 


Atley: 160) 4A ‘mass ‘meeting of all A. 

nt 17 of |ested citizens and heads of civic 

“fand) business organizuttons “haa 

ere beenmcalied—for’ a yim” Monday 

ard dat Thursday afthe High school auditorium to 
ting. eld | consider. means of raising addi- 

tiong! funds for the Pyscagoula 


| Alton John Wate * 
Officially Listed 
Among The Missing 


Alton John Watt., mator ma- 
chinist’s mate first (fisss, has been 


ieee: 


Recreation Program. . Thomun -R. 
Wells, chairman ol the fil re- 
Thursday... 

‘The . mars “ was ead 


officlafly Usted among the miss. 
Jung.aceordinis ly icticn sucerved 
laxt week by Mr. cud Mis. Lone 
nie L, Watts, Sro of Pascagoula, 
from the, Navy depietment at 


agencies 
dssocittion to intensify itd pro- 
Hine OF-%-ray-examineations-e 

ucaton and othcr means pf com- 
buting tuberculosis, which even 
since Pearl Harbor has elaimed 


the local |vegetables—with= 


bright - berries_we 


by -a. 
A. $ ders 


itn 


pecjal: meet-| following sessions of the city| Washington. | 
tonne , ‘discuss | commigsion ‘held ‘this week.| On Noveinber 5. 143, Me. and 
after fthed‘Ahthough’ no-oftictal figures are Mrs, Watts reeeived ao tele “ra 


pon} yet available on “the amount ‘of! from Washington tglling them 


ip bi of the “p : 

Lmore American ” lives ae the | credised, and. new, productionzb: tiréd 

war itself, . the farmers as; outlinedgbys. ( 
Everyone will be apeedh to buy-| Herring; tthe Topentny 5 

and use the fittle i 


pen’ money ‘ralaed for the reéreation 
progrprt ds MOR: 
bined’ War and Recitation Fund 
e }drivg. Indications are that {t will 
4 bo--necessary \t6 craine eapproxi- 
*Tmately.-$7,000 to ,$8,000 more. 
Th 


ey Le eso Je. 


thdt their son hud been missing 
Movember 2. Aad aa he, iy, 
net yet been heard from, follow. 
‘ng the custom in such cases 
after. a’ yeur's wait, the official 
notification wax sent to them. 
. As the enguegement in whit 
Watts wus lost was around Bou- | 
guinvillo, the family has oever 
{given up the hope that he will 
be “found on one of the many 
islandg, there, when the Japs arg 
‘| finally driven out..° 
Watts enlisted: in -the’ Navy. in 
1939. He has a brother, Lonnie 
who: isin the Na- 


{ health work, - 


stickers so. that this important 
may be dJacreased 
during’ the coming year, 


Governors To Be 
Guests Of Ingalls .” 


i 


Southern -governors “whoa 
ded their annual ‘convention sir 
Biloxt.? this -.week-end=wills 


etree Watts is taat anc 


of. he mis ng sailor: 


Sunday Morning —|: 


. Ciiristmas | fields of productio: 
bi 


areas 
urid., 
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ALTON JOHN WATTS 

Rank. MoMM 1/c—Branch of service: Navy 

Parents’ name: Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Lean- 
ba Watts. 

Address: Pascagoula, Miss. 

Where and when born: Pascagoula, Miss. 
Nov. 14, 1917, 

Single. 

Schools attended: Convent School, Pasca- 
goula, Miss., St. Aloysius College, Vicks- 
burg and Pascagoulo High School. 

Entered service: Sept. 13, 1939: Missing 
in action since November 2, 1943. 


Watts Family File #2 


LONNIE JOSEPH WATTS 
Rank: SPI 1/c—Branch of service: Navy 
Parents name: Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Lean- 

ba Watts. 

Address: Pascagoula, Miss. 

Where and when born: Pascagoula, Miss. 
Nov. 22, 1915. 

Married. Children: One. 

Schools attended: Corwert School, Pasca- 
goula, Miss.; St. Aloysus College; Spring 
Hill College, Mobile, Ala. 

Entered service: Jan. 20, 1943. 


— 102 — 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2007 Tw, Mississippi PRESS / ; 


aid she's 
Each dime wit spe chil- 


Kristen, 
2, 18, ‘and her mother ‘ 
ing# as she'can. 
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a a e 
si AL oe R RED? W ATTS 5 
—_ fe 
‘Vote - Tuesday, June osth 
for | | 
L. A. “RED” WATTS 
a: 


Jackson County Court, Post No. 1, including the Youth Court 
Division 


Proven ability with training, experience and qualifications hae 
helped Judge Watts to understand the problems and frustrations of 
our young people. . ey 

Judge Watts works with over 200 boys and girls each month. He 
acts firmly, impartially and fairly in the interest of our children. a 


Judge and Mrs. Watts have children and.grandchildren of their 
own. , oe 


w We need Judge Watts to finish his good work --- with the 
completion of the Youth Court Complies [Detention Home] --- an 
FOR THE_BEST INTEREST OF OUR CHILDREN. 


A delinquent child is a child that needs help. 
Pe i ti al advertisement paid, for and approved by LA Watts ce 


— 


pfs 


fe fe ee ee el ee eh fee fe fel aaa eel el el eller 
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scribed as “cheap. 


from minor engine tuneups to complete overhauls. 


Oak. /9, 29 


A&P spokesman Michael pany’s remaining tnac,.. 
Rourke could not be reached for enabling stockholders to share in 
comment Monday. the company’s future.” 


Staff Photo/Vivian Austin 


WATTS BROTHERS AUTO REPAIR — Walter Watts (left) and Dary! 
Watts are shown in front of their new business which opened Sept. 15 at 
4410 Communy Ave. in Pascagoula. Work by the auto repair firm ranges 
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Yor Watts Martin, Sr. 
Huguet 25, 1900 
February 27, 1998 


The family of Joe Watts Martin, Sr., wishes to thank all | 
| of you who have meant so much to us during the recent loss _| 
of our father, grandfather, great-grandfather and brother. | 
| Your expressions of friendship and love now and through the | 
| years mirror the deep regard which he had for this commu- | 
| nity. We are deeply grateful for your many kindnesses. To | 
| those who were unable to be with us at this time, be assured | 
| that we know you were with us in thought and prayer. 


We are especially grateful to his caregivers, the Medical 
| Community, the Pascagoula Police Department, Our Lady of 
Victories Parish and other parishes, the priests of the 
| Catholic Diocese of Biloxi and members of other faith com- | 
| munities with whom he shared so much. 


Your love and concern are treasured in our hearts. May God | 
continue to bless and keep you always. | 


Page 175 of 194 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


ee Oe cleat 
EA. Red) WATTS 
“Jackson County Court 
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Election Tuesday, June 2, 1970 


TRAINED — EXPERIENCED — QUALIFIED 
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oe ee pe 


Chris Watts. should be onored 


co 


"Fo the editor: 


~ The recent fire-related dedth of Chris. 
Watts i in-Moss Point'over New Year's day. 
‘should. not go. unnoticed by the hundreds. 

young boys he helped | mold into young men: 
A close friend of miné who still has family in- 
the ‘area passed on the news to me recently: 
And it was only. recently. that we had. both’: 


for. contributions to society 


discussed the profound impact Chris Watts —~- 


-had on us as boys:involved in the Boy Scout _ 
program. in Moss: Point Troop .237. My friend; 

- Jim Harvey, had the opportunity recently to” 
‘visit Chris and let him know personally just - 

. how much his sacrifices in. time and labor:., 

/ meant tous in‘retrospect..I was not fortit- 

_ nate to beable to do.so myself. 
Itis.only when we too. become edule with. 

. _ppaabies and families that we: realize 


to Big Pomt, aah hes and any other avail- 
able camping ‘areas he could find, guiding us’ 
all im ways we were unaware of to become. ©’ 
moral, strong and productive adults. © © <>» 
~ Chris Watis should be recognized and hon- | 
- ored: His children and family canbe: duly-——- 
‘proud of the man he was. If there isa place: .. 
. after death for good people, Chris Watts is a: 
shoo-in. God bless you, Chris Waits. ‘ 


' Mark R. Craven: 


Toe veoss, Nevada ~ i 


“ tieus  neeess who: “were oh una 
- dativ si efforts. Chris lane Pana 


“Clifton Gerald “Gerry”: 


‘Watts, Jr., 58, of Moss. 


Point, died July 15, 2003, at 
his residence. He was: born. 
Feb. 9, 1945, in Pascagoula: 

Mr. Watts was a Project: 
Material Coordinator with: 
Ingalls Shipbuilding, where: 
he had been one 36. 
years; 

He. served in‘ ‘the U. ge 
Navy and was a member of. . 
Moss Point. Masonic Aces 


Rev: Randy” Johnson “of 
Théodore, Ala., Ginger and | 
Larry Carlisle of Hurley; , ; 
spiritual brother and friend,. 
Robert. “Rolo” and. Brenda. 


Versiga of Pascagoula; many. 
nieces, nephews and friends. 
Visitation. was from: 10- 
a.m: until, 12. p.m. Friday, 
July 18, at Holder- Wells: 
Funeral Home. ine Moss 
Point." ‘ 
Funeral service -e followed at: 
12 p.m, from. the funeral . 
home: chapel with: the. Re =: 
‘Hank Googe: officiating. 
~ Interment: was at Serene 


Memorialk* 
Escatawpa, 
Arrangements by Holder- 
Wells: Funeral Home, Moss © 
Point. Oey eee ae 


“Obituaries over one inch b in: 
length are paid advertisemen: 


IRt HE 


Gardens. in : 
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tion to his parents, Joe was 
preceded in death by his 
“brother, Daryl Watts of 
Clepsacbewt 

‘Memorial services will be 


TNS it on Monday, Aug. 21, 2006 


~ at 10:00 a.m. at Biloxi Nation- 
al Cemetery, with military 


% honors provided by the U.S. 


Army and obituary rites per- 
_ formed by the Biloxi Elks. All 
‘Telatives, friends, and neigh- 
bors are welcome. 
“* Joe’s wishes were that in 
‘Hieu of flowers, memorial con- 
_ tributions be made to the Har- 
_ rison County School for Excep- 
‘ tional Children, c/o Biloxi Elks 
Lodge #606, 1178 Beach Blvd., 
Biloxi, MS 39530. 
.. Arrangements by Riemann 
Memorial Funeral Home, 274 


Joseph Alton Watts: se of, Beauvoir Road in Biloxi. 


Biloxi, Miss. passed away. on 
August 12, 2006 following a: 
courageous battle with Liver.’ 
Disease. He was born on July 


Online Guestbook via rieman- 
; nfuneralhomes. com. 


eee 


‘11, 1945 to the late Lonnie and «. 
Nora (Johnson) Watts. Joe. 


graduated from Our Lady of 


Victories High School in 1963, 


Jand later. attended Auburn 
(University ne 
| Joe was a devoted wiember 


of Our Lady of Victories” 


Church in Pascagoula where 
he served as Altar Boy for 
eight years. He joined the 
Army National Guard in 1966 
-and served honorably for five 
‘and a half years. He dedicated 
‘30 years to South Central 
Bell/BellSouth before retiring 
in 1996 as Construction 
‘Supervisor. He was a 15 year 
‘member of the Biloxi Elks 
Lodge #606 where he gladly 
assisted his fellow Elks in 
many charitable activities, . 
Joe is survived by two loving 


‘daughters, Cheryl Watts 
.Zafiris and husband, Ioannis 


of Mobile, Ala., and Joli Watts. 


Lauban and husband, Jason 


of Gautier, Miss.; and their 
mother, Suzzane Pinson of 
Pascagoula, Miss.; one grand- 
daughter, Laine Margaret 
Lauban of Gautier; a sister, 
Wanda Watts Ramsey and 
husband, Bill of Biloxi, Miss.; 
a brother, Walter Watts and 


_ wife, Donna of Atlanta, Ga.; 


nieces and nephews, Darla, 
Jackie, William, Allen, Trae, 


- Jonathan, Victoria and Emma; 


and many other loving family 


members and friends. In addi- 


QSOS o0q ct 
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‘watts Gle 


than -48—sears, - “Wats -was-ten-: 


“Trade daily, rons:& petween’ Mobile: 


i 
; 
{ 


ai 
Lf 


Funeral services wero i 
Thursday for s 57- year-old rail -i 
_-Toad conductor “kifed Blond nday- | 
“when he was crushed: bya ireight | 
on in Pascagoula. . | 
Services’ tor-Chester-Stonewal” i 
"Watts: were conducted at 19-a.m.! 
in Mobile from the chapel Fatt Hig- | 
_ fins Mortuary. = 
He was brothas c? John Weiss, 
former local La agent acd 
Pascagoula mayer, and souniy 
 «jedge GL. A. Waits, 
Interment was’ in Meblie » Me 


“moriat Gardens. ; vos 
Watts died at f20 am. Toes 


‘day in | Singing” ‘River Hospital. “| 


tte sethee spent 


| 
i 
| 
} 


about six hours after the accident 
which oceurred at the LEN yard | 
Employed by } the L&N for more j 


3 


ductor:on a.freivht train. Sehich | 


_and Pass Christix Se 
- Local ‘L&n - agent . 3 Wie: 
" Geaney said. Watts’ ‘tral was on 
its way-to Pass Chrisifan “and 
ae in. Eescas Gis about gilt 
pom to switen e . 
MerRaney said the train” : 
2 Lad z 


i 
I 
rT 
: 
i 
! 
: 
5 
{ 
; 


preparing to puil Matis 
was pinned between ane of the 
Jozd- 


1 
i 
box cars and the station's ‘ 
ing platform: 
The: injured man was rushed | 
to the hospital by es S Am-| 
bulanee Service. ~ | 
McRaney said train “flagm 2D | 
Claude Eubanks spot ed Rats. a) 
few seconds after he was crush: | 
ed and halted the train. <j 
 - Phe sgent said thare were fo. 
witnesses fo the accident - -} 
. Watts wes 4 neil : i 
Als. and a resid. : 
‘many years. He « 
Dauphin Way. aie 
the > Brotherho 
rain Eenaction 
noe incl 
Dessie Baker. : 
@aughter, Mirc. 
wavette, Lass 
Clara ae 
a co ee 


yee s, “a 


Church < ar 
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scribed as ‘‘cheap.’’ / 

A&P spokesman Michael 
Rourke could not be reached for 
comment Monday. 


pany’s remaining nde,e 
enabling stockholders to share in 
the company’s future.” 


¥ 


Staff Photo/Vivian Austin 
WATTS BROTHERS AUTO REPAIR — Walter Watts (left) and Dary! 
Watts are shown in front of their new business which opened Sept. th at 
1410 Communy Ave. in Pascagoula. Work by the auto repair firm ranges 
from minor engine tuneups to complete overhauls. 
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Pascagcuia 


WATTS (“VO ace 
Mrs. Nora Antoinette Watts, 
65, 1009 Lake Ave., Pascagoula, 
died Thursday, April 17, 1986, at 
ing River Hospital. Mrs. 


Watts was ‘born -July 4; 1920. in. 
Pascagoula and was a lifelong 
resident. She was retired 
employee of the Welcome 
Center. Mrs. Watts was a 
member of Our Lady of Victories 
Catholic Church and the Stitch 
Club. 

Survivors are three sons, Joe 
Alton Watts, Biloxi, Daryl Watts, 


: Pascagoula, and Walter Watts, 


Houston, Texas; a daughter, 
Mrs. Wanda M: Ramsay, 
Mobile; a brother, Herman J. 
Johnson, Pascagoula; five 
granddaughters, two grandsons, 
and other relatives. 3a 
Visitation will be tonight, April 
18, at O’Bryant Funeral’ Home 
from 6-9 p.m. Rosary will be 
recited at 8 p.m. uf 
Funeral servicé will be 
Saturday, April 19, at 2'p.m. at 
Our Lady of Victories Catholic 
Church. ee 
Interment will “bein 
Machpelah Cemetery. 


WATTS 

Daryl G. Watts, 44, of Pas- 
cagoula, Miss., died Saturday, 
July 11, 1998 in Pascagoula. 
He was born September 5, 

1953 and had been a life-long 
resident of Pascagoula. Mr. 
Watts was a former employee 
of Danny Beauchamp’s Auto 
and Wrecker Service and he 
was of the Catholic faith. He is 
preceded in death by his father 
and mother, Lonnie Joseph 
and Nora Watts. 

Survivors include two daugh- 
ters, Darla Watts and Jackie 
Watts, both of Pensacola, Fla.; 
two brothers, Joe Watts, Biloxi, 
Miss. and Walter Watts, Atlan- 
ta, Ga.; sister, Wanda Ramsey, 
Biloxi; grandson, Brandon 
Rushing, Pensacola and nu- 
merous nieces and nephéws, 

Visitation will be Tuesday, 
July 14, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at 
O’Bryant-O’Keefe Funeral 
Home, Pascagoula. 

Funeral service will be Wed- 
nesday, July 15, at 10:00 a.m. 
at O’Bryant-O’Keefe Funeral 
Home, Pascagoula, Miss.with 
Father Gerard Cleary officiat- 
ing. 

Interment will be in Machpe- 
lah Cemetery, Pascagoula. 

Arrangements by O’Bryant- 
O’Keefe Funeral Home, Pasca- 
goula, Miss. 
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WATTS 
Daryl G. Watts, 44, of Pas-*: 
cagoula, Miss., died Saturday,’ ; 
July 11, 1998 in Pascagoula.” 
He was born September 5, 
Yo 1953 and had been a life-long 
resident of Pascagoula. Mr. 
Watts was a former employee . 
of Danny Beauchamp’s Auto 
and Wrecker Service and he 
was of the Catholic faith. He is . 
preceded in death by his father - 
{ and mother, Lonnie Joseph. 
7 . and Nora Waits. 
; . Survivors include two daugh-' J 
ters, Darla Watts and Jackie ' 
Watts, both of Pensacola, Flay . 
two brothers, Joe Watts, Biloxi, : | 
9 Ge Miss. and Walter Watts, Atlan-', | 
| 


ta, Ga.; sister, Wanda Ramsey, © 
Biloxi; ‘grandson, Brandon 4 
Rushing, Pensacola and nu- * 
merous nieces and nephews. — * 
Visitation will be Tuesday, | 
July 14, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. at 
O’Bryant-O’Keefe Funeral 
Home, Pascagoula. : 
Funeral service will be Wed- 
nesday, July 15, at 10:00 a.m. 
at O’Bryant-O’Keefe Funeral | 
Home, Pascagoula, Miss.with 
Father Gerard Cleary officiat- 
ing. : 
Interment will be in Machpe- 
lah Cemetery, Pascagoula, 
Arrangements by O’Bryant- | 
O’Keefe Funeral Home, Pasca- | 
goula, Miss. 
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. WATTS: . 
Mrs: Nora Antoinette, Watts, 
65, 1009 Lake Ave., ‘Pascagoula, 
died, Thursday,:April 17, 1986,:at 


Club. ae 

Survivors:are three sons, Joe’ 
Alton Watts, Biloxi, Daryl! Watts, 
» Pascagoula, and Walter: Watts, 
-Houston;*Texas;.'a daughter, 


and other relatives i 
Visitation-will be tonight, 
i8, at O’ Bryant: Funeral, 
from 6-9’ p.m. Rosar 
recited at 8 p.m. ~ 
Funeral service 
Saturday, ‘April -19,/:< 
Our Lady of Victories 
Church. foved 


_ Interment — wil 
Machpelah Cemetery. 


Pascagoula Public Library 


Genealogy & Local History Dept. 


Watts Family File #2 


ALTON WATTS 

Dr. Georgia A. Tuttle, 129 
Mechanic St., Lebanon, NH 
03766-1522 has been trying to 
find the family of a serviceman 
from Pascagoula who was killed 
in the Pacific during a torpedo 
attack on the USS Foote on Nov. 
2, 1943. _ 

The missing man was Alton. 
Watts; the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
L.L. Watts. The family’s mailing 
address in Pascagoula in 1943 
was P.O, Box 104. 

Alton Watts was Roman 
Catholic and enlisted in the Navy 
in Birmingham, Ala. a 

Names of the 19 men who 
were killed in the attack will be 
read in-a memorial service dur- 
ing the USS Foote reunion in 
Boston this month. 


_ Dr. Tuttle would like to hear - 
-from Watts’ widow, or members 


of the Watts family. Her tele- 
phone number is 603-448-1071. 

Send all correspondence to 
this column to “Branches & 
Twigs,” The Mississippi 
Press, P.O. Box 8:49, 


‘Pascagoula, MS 39568, or e- 
‘mail, brtw20@ametro.net. 


Regina Hines, city editor, is a 
certified genealogical record spe- 


ctalist. © ct, | q q 


S 
Mere G. Watts, 44, of Pas- 
cagoula, Miss., died Saturday, 
July 11, 1998 in Pascagoula. 
He was born September 5, 
1953 and. had been 4 life-long 
resident of Pascagoula. Mr. 
Watts was a former employee 
of Danny Beauchamp’s Auto 
and Wrecker Service and che 
was of the Catholic faith. He is 
preceded in death by his father 
and. mother, Lonnie J oseph 
Nora Watts. 
some include two daugh- 
ters; Darla Watts and Jackie 
Watts, both of Pénsacola, Fla. : 
two brothers, Joe Watts, Biloxi, 
Miss. and Walter Watts, Atlan- 
ta, Ga.; sister, Wanda Ramsey, 
Biloxi; grandson, Brandon 
Rushing, Pensacola and nu- 
merous nieces and nephews. | 
"Visitation will be Tuesday, 
July 14, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. sy 
O’Bryant- O'Keefe Funera 
Pascagoula. 
earl series will be Wed-- 
nesday, July 15, at 10:00 aon 
at O’Bryant-O’Keefe Funer 
‘Home, Pascagoula, Miss. wit 
Father Gerard Cleary officiat- 
erdterinent will be in Machpe- 
lah Cemetery, Pascagoula. 
Arrangements by O’Bryant- 
O'Keefe Funeral Home, Pasca- 


goula, Miss. £, Ke é 
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ALTON WATTS | 

Dr. Georgia A. Tuttle, 129 
Mechanic St., Lebanon, NH 
03766-1522 has been trying to 
find the family of a serviceman 
from Pascagoula who was killed _ | 
in the Pacific during a torpedo | 
attack on th ines Foote on Nov. 
2,1943. _ 

. The missing man was Alton 
Watts; the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
L.L. Watts. The family’s mailing 
address in Pascagoula in 1943 
was P.O. Box 104. : 

Alton Watts was Roman 
Catholic and enlisted in the Navy 
in Birmingham, Ala. 

Names of the 19 men who 
were killed in the attack will be 
read in a memorial service dur- 
ing the USS Foote r union in 
‘Boston this ‘month. 
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from Watts’ widow,. ‘pr members 
of the Watts family. Her tele- 
phone number is 603-448-1071. | 
Send all correspondence to 
this column to “Branches & 
Twigs,” The ‘Mississippi 
Press, “P.O. *'Box 849, 
Pascagoula, MS 39568, or e- 
mail, brtw20@ametro.net. 
Heetia Hieeeciy eu ees 


ord spe- 
ult Oh 


pee eee te Oe eee 


Page 184 of 194 


8B 


{dent of Pascagoula, Watts was. 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Watts Family File #2 


wea ey eee ee eee cen oe 


diag £ in : Orleans 


Funeral service. 
for Ingalls official 
Tuesday morning 


Funeral services will be 
held today for Lonrie Joseph 
Watts, 46, Pascagoula fratern- 
al leader who died Sunday in 
New Orleans. 


Requiem mass will be said 
at Our Lady of 


burial at Machpelah C:-metery. 
Rosary was to be s: id ai. 3 
p.m. Monday at Fuvils in 
Pascagoula. 
A native and lifelong resi- 


order and billing sv ervisor 
for Ingalls. He lived at 420 
Lake Avenue. ; 
He was a former grand 
knight of the local Knights of 


Columbus. council and 3 for-y2 
mer exalted ruler of the Elks} 


lodge. 


‘Victories , 
| Church at 10 a.m., foliowed by 


OREO ie Sky 


§ 


A. 


2 —— } 


Tl for a month, Watts died 


early Sunday morning in 
Foundation Hospital, where he 
had been two weeks. 

Watts was graduaied in- 
1936 from Pas¢ageula High 
School afier establishing 
himself as one of the school’s 


. all-time great football play-- 7 


ers. 


He attended Spring Hill 
‘College in ‘Mobile for. two! 


years. He was a Navy veteran 
of World War II and a well- 
known Coast football official” 

. Surviving are the widow the 
former Nora Johnson, three 
sons Joe Alton, Daryl and Wal- 
ter Watts; a daughter Wanda 
Watts and his parents’ Mr. and 


Mrs. Lonnie L. Watts, al of , 


Pascagoula. 


. final” rites held ; 
for Lonnie Watts - 


~ Funerat services were held{ 
‘Tuesday -at Our Lady of Vic-. 


tories Church in ‘Pascagoula 
for Lonnie J. Watts of Pasca- 
goula*who died in New Or- 
leans after a month-long il- 


mess. , 
i. Surviving are the - ‘widow, er.and J. B. George. rt tae 


nes ‘Jak. 29, 6X 
four. “children and his parents, 
all of Pascagoula. 7 


Pallbearers were ; ‘Claiborne 2 


Koch, Mack Hudson, . Bill 
Beach, Joe Martin, B. B. Watk- 
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4007 Main St. - Moss Point, MS 39563 


_(228)475-2112 | 


tot ea 


Clifton Gerald “Gerry” 
Watts, Jr., 58, of Moss Point, 
Miss., died July 15, 2003, at 
his residence. He was born 
February 9, 1945, in 
Pascagoula, Miss. Mr. Watts. 
was a Project Material Coordi-* 
nator with Ingalls Shipbuild- 
ing, where he had ‘been 
employed 36 years. He served 
in the U.S. Navy and was a 


member of Moss Point Mason-. : 


ic Lodge #202 F&AM. He was 


ra 


preceded in death by his father, § 
Clifton Gerald “Chris” Watts § 


Sr. _ bares "erates tee 
Survivors include his wife of 
36 years, Doris Watts of Moss 
Point; daughters and sons-in- 
law, Rhonda and Jeff Thomp- 
son of Escatawpa, Cary and 
Lee Miller of Fremont, Calif; 
son, Clifton Watts, IIT of Moss 
Point; granddaughters, 
ney Loraine Thompson and 


Sarah Michelle Thompson of . 
Escatawpa; grandson, Grego-. § 


ry Landon Miller of. Fremont, 
Calif; mother, Dorris Watts of 
Moss Point; brothers and sis- 
ters-in-law, Rod and Betty 
Watts of Pascagoula, Pat and 
Ann Watts of Big Point, Rev. 
Charlie and Dianne Watts of 
_ Mobile, Ala.; sisters and broth- 
ers-in-law, Janie and Rev. 
. Randy Johnson of Theodore, 
_Ala., Ginger and Larry Carlisle 


of Hurley; spiritual brother and | 
friend, Robert “Roho” and | 


= | 


a a oer" 


' Wells Funeral 


Court- 


Brenda Versiga of! cagoula, > 
many nieces, nephew cand = 
friends. 2. 45. 
Visitation will be Friday, July @ 
18, from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m. He 
at Holder-Wells Funeral Home @ 
in Moss Point, Miss. * <4: 
Funeral service will follow at 
12 p.m. from the funeral home 
chapel with the Rev. Hank 
Googe officiating. SATE Ne 
Interment will be at Serene 
Memorial Gardens in Escataw- 
a ie a 
f Arrangements by Holder- 
Home,’ Moss 


ENGAGEMENTS 


approaching 
gan Deanne,.W 


he e tation technician. 


__ is the son of Mr. and Mrs 
Carl Weining of Pascagot 


*. .Mrs, Robert Weathersby 


_ president of the Sox 
_urer of the American So 
._ Of Mechanical Enginee 
‘president’s list scholar. He 
employed at Northrop Gru 


. The couple will exchang 


"The prospective bridegroo 


His grandparents are Mr. 


Pascagoula, and the Ja 

and Mrs. F.T. Weining 
> He is a graduate of 
“versity of South Alab 
mechanical engineering. 


Automotive Engineérs 


man Ship Systems as 
mechanical engineer. * 
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_States Navy: : 
‘War IL. He was ‘Scout Master 
| of Boy Scout Troop #237 of 
Moss Point for many years, 
| ‘and was ‘a very ‘active mem- 
ber of the Moss Point commu- 


Jf Pat ane ‘Ann 

Watts of ar int and the 
Vv. 4 

Wa rien Tanier avi and mae 
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« DEATH OF. TONY GENTILE, © 
B= $4906 


‘After a ‘ghort illness, we 906 


eee ena a Sete 


Gentil, a well- known and popular citi- 
zon, died at” his home: ‘on “Kerr aries 


alermo, Italy, mere 


BO. yoars_and. nihs:months,.-agd-had‘teen 
a resident of.this city for nearly twenty 
years. His remains-were taken Tuesaday 
morninz-to- New ‘Orleans:-Deceased “fz 
survived by. his-wifeand: four children. 
Tha-sympathy-of-all-gocs ont to the be: 
reavet widow atid-chile iren: me 
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William H. Watts 


Pascagoula Democrat-Star, July 19, 1918 


MR. J. C. WATTS has the sympathies of his many friends here, on 
account of the death of his eldest brother, MR. WM. WATTS, the news of 
whose death was received by the family here Tuesday. He was a resident 
of Cuba, Alabama, and died Monday at the advanced age of 85 years. 


Wm Watts and wife are buried in Zion Baptist Church Cemetery, 
Sumter Co., Alabama. 
Wife Kizzie/M.H.C./Clementine? Born May 28, 1838, died Dec 22, 1926. 


Supposed to have two daughters: 


Eva Watts 
Lucy Watts Garrison 
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Martha Elizabeth Watts 


Obituary Chronicle Star, Pascagoula, MS, Feb 20, 1931 
MISS MARTHA WATTS 


News was received in Pascagoula of the death of MISS MARTHA WATTS, 
in Cuba, Ala., on Tuesday, February 17, Death was caused by the flu and 
an attack of pneumonia. MISS WATTS was eighty years of age. 

Deceased is the SISTER OF MR. J. C. WATTS, of this city, and lived 
here for about two years some years ago. The death of his sister makes 
MR. WATTS the only surviving child of a family of eleven. The funeral 
was held on Wednesday at Liberty Chruch, Alabama. Many friends of the 
WATTS FAMILY will regret to learn of the passing of this good woman. 
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warts 
Vernie Saann Watts, 10 

of Moss Point, Miss., born Oct.. 

14, 1901; in Moss Point, died 

; Aug. 25; 2003, in Pascagoula, ° 

ce She was a lifetime mem- 
ber of. Mass Point ‘Presbyter-- 
jan. Church. and a homemaker: 
. She was preceded in déath 
‘by her husband. J dg L. A. 


'. Survivors include two. daugh: 
‘ters and 3 a son-in-law, rite | 


: Gres Ww ‘and Dolanda Simms 
+ of Moss Points: threé’ great=.: 
7 grandchildren, and three’ 
nieces. “| 

’ Graveside service ‘will be at 

iu am. 1. Thursday, Aug. 28, with. 

i “the Rev. Norman Bagby. offici-. 


may be made. to Moss: Point: ! 
Presbyterian. Churchiz 95. = | 

Arrangements made by ‘ 
Holder-Wells Funeral Home i in 
Mines Point, Bae tee 
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House fire claims the 


life of Moss Point man 


@ Long-time 
Boy Scout leader 
succumbs to 
smoke inhalation 


By NATALIE CHAMBERS 
Mississippi Press Statf 
MOSS POINT — A 73-year- 


old disabled Moss Point man 
was killed and his wife serious- 
ly burned in a smoky fire that 
billowed through their home 
early Tuesday. 


us Chris “CG” Watts Sr., a long 


time Boy Scout leader, died of 
smoke inhalation. Watts’ wife, 
Dorris, suffered burns to her 
face, hair and hands and was 
airlifted to University of South 
Alabama Burn Center for treat- 
ment. 

The blaze, of unknown origin, 
also left Moss Point firefighter 
Shawn Cooper with burns to 
the face. 

He was treated at Singing 
River Hospital’s emergency 
room and released. 

The fire occurred about 4:15 
a.m., at the height of a thun- 
derstorm that pummeled the 
area with heavy rain and 
numerous lightning bolts, said 
Davetta Walker of Pascagoula, 
who tried to help the aged fam- 


ily members. 
The couple, 73 and 79 respec- 
tively, celebrated a 59th wed- 


assist Mr. Watts. 
When she opened the back 
door, smoke immediately over- 


ding anniversary last month. powered her. She was unable to 
Walker was next door at her retrieve Mr. Watts. 
friend Melvin Anderson’s home § Walker said she ran back to 
when she heard his dogs bark- the Anderson home where she 
ing. Looking found Mrs. 
out the window, “It will Watts collapsed 
she spotted bea on the floor. 
Mrs. Watts, dis- : Walker then 
traught and blessing began dialing 
seemingly that will 911. She also 
heading toward come out went back out- 
the Anderson of ii. and began 
home. eating on 
When Walker What we doors of other 
ran out to assist got to do neighbors, try- 
her, she spotted jg search for that.” ing to assis- 
flames coming tance from 
from the rear of — Gerry Watts them. 
the Watts home Walker said 
located at 3607 Mrs. Watts was 
Hemlock St. able to give her telephone num- 


“She kept saying (Mr. Watts) 
was in the back bedroom and 
the house was on fire,” Walker 
said. 

Mr, Watts was disabled and 
needed a walker to get around 
the short distances he could 
walk. 

Walker said she led Mrs. 
Watts inside the Anderson 
home, sat her on a couch and 
then ran to the Watts home to 


bers of relatives. A son, Gerry 
Watts, lived around the corner 
and was one of the first ones to 
arrive. 

Walker also called Anderson 
who had already left for work 
when the fire broke out. Ander- 
son said when he returned 
home, “it was fire everywhere.” 

He said his first attempt was 
to move his car but when he 
learned of his neighbors’ fate, 


they became his primary con- 
cern. 

“T wonder why things like 
that happen because those peo- 
ple were good people,” he said. 

Anderson said Walker, her- 
self, is recuperating from sur- 
gery on both legs. 

Walker said Mrs. Watts never 
said what caused the fire. 

Gerry Walker said Hig mother 
said she heard a “spewing 
noise.” He believes the fire came 
from a lightning strike. 

“She was trying to get help 
for my dad. He’s 200 and some- 
thing pounds. She couldn’t get 
him up,” he said. 


“She gave it all she had,” said 
Broadus. 

“It will be a blessing that will 
come out of it. What we got to 
do is search for that,” said Ger- 
ry Watts. 

Chris Watts, during his 
younger years, was scout mas- 
ter for Troop 237 for at least 20 
years, his son said. He was a 
deacon at Griffin Street Baptist 
Church, a neighborhood church. 

“He was a very religious 
man,” said longtime family 
friend Ray Couch. 

Next door neighbor Marilyn 
dames said the Watts were a 
very nice, church-going couple. 


Statf Photo/William Colgin 


Fire Inspector Mike Dale interviews Devetta Walker about the fire that took the life of a 
resident at 3607 Hemlock in Moss Point early Tuesday morning. 


“They were the last elderly 
people we had in here,” she said, 
adding that the last time she 
saw the couple was Sunday 
when family members were tak- 
ing them somewhere. 

Gerry Watts said his moth- 
er’s burns are not very exten- 
sive. 

He said she was hospitalized 
for observation. 

He also credited Moss Point 
firefighters for their ability to 
contain the fire and prevent it 
from spreading to neighboring 
properties. 

“It didn’t burn the trees. They 
were constantly moving,” he 
said. 
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